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T "E CASE OP TH"E kÂ A L9

The case of the àMcNamara brothers whieh resulted, as our
readers are aware, ini thei.- conviction, upon their own confession,
of one of theni for blowing Up a priiuting office, causing the death
of twenty-one pumans, and the other of a sirailar crime, thoigh
not attended with fatal conseqneneps, presents, some features
whieh to our ideas of criminai procedure are very reznarkable,
After the prisoners h*id beer. airaigned and pieaded not guilty,
and after weeks haci beon spent in obtaining a jury, a delay
which is one of the peculiarities of criiuinal trials in the flnited
State, tn the estonishment of cvery one the accused withdrew
their pleas of not guil-ty, and confessed their crimes.

In the mieantxue, relying as t.ney say upon the deelaration by
* the prisoners of their innocence. their fellow tracie unienists had

raised a funid of .Tarly $ê,01),0OO for their defence. *Now if thesfe
men were innocent what possible legitimate occasion wvas there
for sueh a suin, cither to prove their ininocence or disprove their
guilt. 'The ides seems si prqposterous as to raise grave doubtS
as to the belief in the' innocency of tbho accused, so corzfldently

Yext w(c have the astonishing fact of, the counsel for the
defence, affter great efforts, in the face of damning avidence
againt3t them, to induce hie clients to plead guiity, PrrangingIwith the proaeeuting counisel what thü punishment -'as to e

Sthe publie b2ing iPýormed in' the most publie manner possible,
j that the chief criminal wvas to he imprisoned for life, and the

second înr fourteen yeors. Th-le usurpation of the functions of
judge and jury (the Jury not behig even complete) does; seemù

i ~ to us very remnirkable.
The conduct of the eounsel for the defence in this remarkable

case h.s again raised the oft-considered quegtion as to the duty
o f eounsel, who, before trial become aware of the guilt of their

* client, and of the fact that the pies of not giailty is a. fais. one.
1 'M The position of a counsel who realises hie honour as well as hie

re&ponsibilities ja in such a case a very trying one. We ail
remmbe the instance of Mr. Phillipa, of the English Bar, to


