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Ontario, Erie andlHurontoLake Superior
ivhence ive shall give the precise words of
the commission - '' Thence through Lake

Superior northw'ard of' the Isles Royal
' and Phillepeaux ta the Long Lake, and

" thence througlh the mniddle of said Long
Lake and the ivater connmunication

" between it and the Lake of the Woodas
"ta the said Lalo ot the \oods ; thence
" through the said Lake ta the nost north-
" western point tlereof', and fron tience
"on, a due west course ta the River Mis-
" sissippi, and nortlIward ta the southern

bouIndary of the territory granted to the
merclalnt adventurers of.England trad-
ing to lluidson B3ay." 'The for'egoinig is

the latest authîoritative definition of the
western boundary of' Canada by t'te
Crown. I t was that adopted by the arbi-
trators. 't'le writer in the Noniciay Times

makes no reference to the commission
ahbove referred to, the first issued after
the change of boundary, consequent on
the acknwedgment of' the independ-
once of the United States, and lie holds
that the cloice lay between a line duo
north fron'e Turtle Lake, and one "fol-

low'ing the general course of the northern
" part of: the Mississippi, north of' its
" source."> We confess that tihis seems an
unlortunate desiguation of' a boundlary, if
it be intended tosuggest tiat the aibitra-
tors should have endeavored to determine
the course that a river waould have talken
if its source had been much to the north-
ward of wbere it actually is. low'ev'er,
the arbitrators hald no diiculty in decid-
ing that, inasnuch as the source of the
M ississippi ivas soutl of the boundlary
line anti the north-western angle of the
Lake eof the Woods an establislied point,
tlhey w'ould not go further vest to look
for another river. Fortunately the differ-
ence is not important, less so indeed tlan
stated by ouri cotepoary, foi i300 square
miles would be 192.000 acres instead of

Vi'th regard l the nortLiern boundary
tie MNonclary Times States Chat it Il pret

" snted grea'ter 1illiculties," and lie adds
Ii:th a it is not possible to deinonstiate

" tlat it ouglit to be precisely wlere it is
"laid don.'! We have li former articles
referred generally Io the grouinds 0on
wliici ihe arbitrafois established the
northern boindary. ILt my he desirable
tO give tieii more specifically. 'T'le Act
of 1791, dividing the Provinces of' Upper
and Lower Canada, containled no provision
as to the bounidary, but it w'as followvedI by
a Royal proclamat'ion, dated 24th August,
1791, w'lich reers expr'essly to the " copy
4 of a paper presentei to Parliaient pro-
"v'ious to the passing of the said Acte
I describing the line proposed to be drawi

"for dividing the Province of Quebec into
" two separate Provinces, agreeablo to

your Maijesty's Royal intention signified
"by message to hoths Hrouses of Pa*ia-
"meiint." Th'le paiper referredl to, whlichi,
hîaving been laid be'ore Parliament hefore
the passing of' thie Aet, mnay be considerel
ta possess equal authority, is in the fol-
loving vords :

Il To coinm'nce at a satone boundary on
" the north bank of the Lake St. Franlcis,
"at the cave west of Pointe au Bodet, in
"the imnit between the township of Lan-

caster antd the Seigniory of Newon Lon-
" gueuil, rnning along the said lim>it in
4 the direction of norti 3-t degrees west

ta the westernmuost anglO of flie said
"Seigniory of iNev Longueuil i thince
" along the nor'tl-vester'n boundary of tic
"seigniory of \Taudreuil, running nortli
42e- degrees east, util it st.rikes the
" Ottawa river, to ascend the said river ta
" the Lake '.leiniscaning, and fron the
"head of the said Lake b, a line dran,
" d,,e 'north, ,nzlit -i strikes the boinîda'r/ of'

" .IHudson's Bay, including ail the territory
Il to the westward and southward of the
csaid line to the utmost extent of fle
" coultry, commonlly called or kinovn by
" the nale of' C:uada."

'T'lie Royal proclamation founded on an
order of the King iiu Cotncil establislhed
thte bounldary as above described, and the
arbitirators fixed their northein lipoint of
departure in) strict accordance vith the
proclamation.

It may be wvell ta notice lere ivitli
reference ta the hast lines of the paper,
whici were relied ont as streiigtleiiing
Ontaîrio's claim to the Rocky Mountains
bouindary, tiat in the conmmission of Lord
iUorehestei, issued a few days after the pro-
claiation, the pliraseology !S varied tlus :

'"'1 T Province of Upper' Canîada ta coi-
"prehend all such lands, territories and
"islands lying to the w'estw'ard of flie
"said line of division as werepartofor'oi
" said Province of, Quebec." We hve on a
foirmer occasion pointed out that the coi-
mission ta Lord Diu-hamun was in different,
ter'ms ou aînothler' point. Insfeadi of" mntil
it strikes the boundary of udson's Bay,"
tiat commission lias "imtil it strikes .hue
shore olfudsons 1y.'' It-ivillbe pei'ceiv-
ed tal-t on several occasions the commis.
sis to tle governors lave becn imtucli
niore precise and clear in tieir language
t.han î the1, Acfs of Parliaiient. o' Orders ii
Coiucil, ain Ivhîichi tley were hased.
We venture to tu.hroi out ui idea fLiat lias
occuriied to ns as to the cause. These
coimissions are ini practice sent ta the
lav oflicers for examination bf'o're being
issued, and it seems probable thiat where
expressions wei'e deemed vague, and at all

open to doubt, language w'as substituted
that could not be nisunderstood.

Theonclar/ Times, admits theat " ie
I riglit of Ontario to go as far north as] [d-
"son's lay was in oui opinion clear." I t,
lowever, takes no notice whatever of' the
costofsurveys, whilch, togetlher witlh fle
adlvantage of having a natural boundary,
led th.1e arbitrators ta deviate fron ihe
Unes due north and due West fromi the
respective points of departure, wlich
they woud otherwise have follow'ed. The
NlIonelar/ Times, thougl i nclinled ta criti-
cize the line by Albany River, acknow-
ledges that " it might be very dilicult to
"show how a better boundary, or' one

which on grounds of equity and justice
sliould have been preferred.'" It is ce-

tainly satisfactory to flnd tlat the oinly
critic of the award whIIo r'cally understnids
the question seeins to be satisfied ihat
justice has been doue both ta thie Doni-
inion and ta Ontario.

Sinice the above was in type, we have
read anotier letter from "Britannicus,"

but as tiatw riterseens unable ta grapple
vith arguments, vlich, indeed, seem to

bo vliolly boyond bis compreliension, we
deeim it quite unnecessaîry ta notice bin
furtheir.

'ITE BiNK .STIlAl1EMENTfS.

The statenients of the banks of Oîi-
tairio and Qnebec for July piresent
no fetes cnlling fr comen ft.
Contraction is still going on, altiough in
a very limited degree. There is a sliglht
increñse il tHie public deposits, and a r'e-
diuctioin f lie circulation and government
deposits. There is a snall reduction ailo
li the loans, except those to the Govern-
mnents, vhich are incr'eased.

Jl unie 1878. July, 1878. July, 1877.
capital aul-

Ihorized..$03,0066 O $3,066,66 66,466GG,0
Capital lsîda

p...........58,0 58,050,5 0 58,500,01
LIAnILITIR.

Cireilation.. 17,162,000 16,528,000 16,:343,000
Goverilnment

deposits... 5,821,000 5,577,000 7,034,000
Public De-

posis......58,0,000 59,37,000 5,1,000
DueBans in 5,0t~0

(Jn,,naa.... 1,857,000 1,384,000 3,021,000
D siuanksnot,.

in Ci ndiat>'! . 1,56.1,000 1,628,000 •2,102,1000

0lothe liaibili-
lies.......... 158,000 148,000 125,000

$85,508,000 $841,6-l4 000 $88,710O000

AssETS.
iSpe'cin nnud

notes ...... 12,615,000 $12,63y 000 $13,84im000
Noies andil

cheques on
otlierB1anîks 3,678,000 11,411,000 3,721,000

D ie frone flks
ini Canada.. 3,875,000 3,426,000 3,205,000


