
SHOIJLD WE SPARE THE ROD f

cruited- What then, are we doing tc
stop tlia crixainal streamn at its
source? Wliat are we doing to save
these child'rent Until a bare quarter
of a century ago, we were treating
sueli children in the saine way as
aduit criminals. The law prescribed
punishinent; puajshment was Rot a
remedy; and from generation to gn
eration the making of criminals rather
than the prevention. of crime wus the
restult. The lust twenty years, hw
ever, .iVitnessed a most remarkable
change. The evolution and graduai
spread of the Juvenile Court and the
Probation System for Children have
proved the validity of their underly-
ing idea.

The Juvenile Court is far more
than a separate court for ehildren. It
lias a spirit and a view..point and
xnethods the very opposite of those of
the. Criminal Court. The chief char-
acteristies of the Court are, first, its
realization of: the great value of the
ehild both for its own sake and for
thie isake of the State; second, its recog-
nition of the fact that delinquency
is due to environment, and third, its
abandonment of the idea of retribu.
tive justice. The Jaivenile Court in-
flicts ne punialiment on children. A
child may bie committed- to thxe Indus-.
trial School, but lie i:s committed not
for punishuxent but for training. The
Criminal Court asi, "What lias tAxis
child~ done and how is lie to lie pun.
ished?» The Juvenile Court asksa
"Wliat is the condition of tAxis ebild~
inx *lat respects does lie need help;
aud how best eau lie be helped? 1,I
have sometimes heard persons un-
familIiar witli the spirit of tAxe Juven.
ile Court suggest thiat the Court ouglit
te reso'rt to corporal puulaliment. 1
have always answered in the words
of Elleu Key, tAhe Swedish Socialiet:
"Wbhen people use their liands te train
càildlren, it la because their heads are

well illu.strated by a story told of
Juidge Lindsey o)f ])enver. 'A gang^ý of
boys had stolen a nuimber of bicycles
and the Judge and the Chief ef Pýolice
wvert. having an argument as te> what
disposition should be miade of the case.
Finaily the Jidg-e said, "Cihipf, tAxe
difference between uis la that yoit are
thinkinig of seven valuable bicyceles,
while I amn thinking of seven invalu.-
able future citizens". Briefiy, tli ,fundumjenta] idea of the court is
paternalisin, the assinptilot by thle
court of the positioni of parenit to the
child.

Whien a child enters the Jiveiiile
Court, it is neyer duas sorte might
think, just to pure cussednesa. There
is always a reason. And thie firet care
of tAxe court is te endeavour to find
eut tAxe cause of the trouble. Once
tAxis la ascertained the next step la te
apply the appropriate remedy. It la
just as in tAxe case of a medical prac-
titioner. Thxe two essential elemeuts
of success are, firat, a correct diag-
nosis and second, the application of
an appropriate renxedy.

A correct diagnosis la extremely
important. But it la often a m.atter
of very great dimfculty. Where prac-
ticable, the firat step should in ever
case b. an excamination for mental and
physicut defecta, whicli are often of
sucli a nature that the unprofessjonal
observer would fail to detect them.

TAxen tAxe home and thxe environment
sixould bie carefully studied. Most
important of aIl, the child sliould lie
approached as a friend, and every
effort made te know him and te get
at Ais point of view. The point of
view of a child la frequently very dit.
fleult for an aduit te discover or ap-
preclate. Some times; a very little inx-
quiry places thxe offence in a uew lighlik
Sometimes of course mistakes are
made. On. evening during a vaca-
tieon whieh I spent in a Maritime Pro-
vince town, Just after the shcps had
closed their doors for thxe niglit, a boy
about nine or ten years old picked up
a stone fromn the street and deliberate-
îy smasiied a plate glass window. The
boy was locked up as a dangerous


