
TIIREE NAMELESS GRAVES

away from Saint John for two
mnonths. When 1 returned 1 looked
for the familiar figure the first after-
noon 1 passed his bencli, but lie was
not there. Several days passcd, and
still lie did not appear. On Sunday
1 dropped into the rectory for a pipe
after evdnsong, and in the course of
,conversation 1 mentioncd the oid man
and asked the reetor if lie knew any-
thing of hin. Then I learnied that
the old fellow was vcry iii; the reetor
had been told of him by the doctor,
and liad been visiting him frequcntly
since lis attack. At the parson's sug-
glestion 1 myseif calledl the following
day, and during the remaining two
monthls of the oid man's if e 1 was
]lits constant visitor. Hc lived in a
siali bouse in a side street, and an
oId negro manservant was lis sole at-
tendant. Nie did not suifer any pain,
and his mental faculties were unîm-
paired. Hie always seemcd glad to
siee me; and I eau neyer forget tlie
wjstful swcetness of bis smilc nor the
gentle courtesy of his manner, a
courtesy tliat was part and parcel of
thIle man himself.

We talked often and long and of
mnany things, and by degrees lie gave
mne more and more of his confidence.
Bujt wreeks passedl before lie made any
reference to those three graves on the
h)jil-side, and I liad again beglun to
djespair, for lie was not of those wliose
confidence eau be forced. But my
patienee-if I may caîl it so-was at
iast rewarded. One evcning, after
an hour's talk, we bad fallen into one
of those silences whicli are tlie test
and proof of truc communion betwcen
friends. We had been talking of the
,deieate adjustmnent, so often neeessary
to preserve tlie proper relations bie-
tween parent and child. Suddenly
he turned to me and said, "You muet
often have wondered about those
three graves over which I ýso con-
stantly sat wlien 1 was able to go
about; -I am goîng te tell you the
story of tliem, for it bears very tlosely
upon the subject we liave just been
cLlisenssing." And then lie told me
the following tale, wliich, as xacarly

as 1 ean remember, I give ini bis owii
words.

"In order to begin ait the very be-
ginning I mnust go back te a time some
years before my own entry into the
story. Just seventy years ago aI
gentleman who iived some two days'
ride from Dublin, having falien heir
to a substantial legacy, undertook
some extensive alteratîons and en-
largements in conneetion with bis
bouse and outbuiidings. For the exc-
cution of the work lie secured the
services of a weil-knowii Dublin arduî-
tect and builder, who sent ont a young
man of twenty-five. an apprenticee, to
carry ont the preliiinary work of
clearing the ground and making the
neecssary excavations.

'Now, this gentleman had been
twice married, and bis second wife
was still living. By bis first wife lie
liad two daugliters, the eider of whom
had married a lDublin tea mercliant.
The latter was a lovely girl, just past
bier seventcenth birthday, and of a
most amiable disposition. In. aftcr
ycars 1 heard flot a littlc of liow the
village folk and peasantry worshipped
lier; liow site min istered to tliem,
young as she was, in the inany sor-
rows of their lot, and siiared with a
full heart ini their simple joys. It
was axaong the people that she found
a field for the exercise of tliose quali-
tics of sympatliy and kîndliness
which, unfortunately, she was given
ne opportunity of cxpressing at home.
For lier father thouglit oniy of bis
stables and kennels, while lier stcp-
mother lad been liard and cold to-
wards lier front the first-in na-rked
distinction to bier attitude of lavisli-
ly indulgent affection towards lier~
own offsp ring.

"Wby is it that in sueh circunt-
stances woXnen se frequently fail to
rise to their opportunity, and erim-
inally negleet their responsibility?
Wlien a woman marries a widower
witli cliildrcn surely shc assumes re-
sponsibility for the exercise of mater-
nal care for tlie children but little less
than that of wifely eare for the
father! One would think that- al


