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“ I have no doubt that he will think it a fine oppor
tunity for preaching a sermon, and, as he is really a 
very eloquent man, he is sure to be worth listening 
to,” Jervis said quietly.

“ There is one thing Nellie and I can’t agree about, 
and I want you to settle it for me,” she said, facing 
round upon him with a sudden gravity which sur
prised him, because she had been laughing only a 
moment before.

“ What is it?” he asked.
“Nellie wants to take French leave and borrow 

Mr. Selincourt’s new house for the wedding; but 
I should hate it!” she exclaimed vehemently.

“There is no need—besides, Mr. Selincourt will 
probably be here. Why not use the store? Your 
stocks of goods are nearly at their lowest, and the 
people that could not get inside could stay outside,” 
he said.

Katherine drew a long breath of relief ; then she 
said softly : “ Thank you; I thought you would not 
disappoint me. You never have; I do not think 
you ever will. But Nellie said----- ”

“ Yes, what did she say?” he asked, his voice very 
gentle now, as if he understood something of the 
trouble and diffidence which lay behind.

“ Nellie said that you would not care to be married 
in a country store, with cheese and bacon and all that 
sort of thing about. She and Ted Burton were 
married so, but that was different," Katherine 
answered jerkily.

“The store seems to me an ideal place for the 
ceremony, seeing that we have no church. How 
do you feel about it yourself?” he asked abruptly.

“ I should prefer it there. Only, I wanted to be


