THANKS AMERICA

diers. It is a message of thanks from Presi-
dent Poincaré to those Americans who found
it less easy to be neutral than to be grateful.

It was my good fortune to be presented
by Paul Benazet, a close personal friend of
the President, and both an officer of the army
and a deputy. As a deputy before the war
he helped largely in passing the bills that
called for three years of military service and
for heavier artillery. As an officer he won
the Legion of Honor and the Cross of War.
Besides being a brilliant writer, M. Benazet
is also an accomplished linguist, and as
President Poincaré does not express himself
readily in English, and as my French is bet-
ter suited to restaurants than palaces, he
acted as our interpreter.

The arrival of important visitors, M. Cam-
bon, the former ambassador to the United
States, and the new prime minister, M.
Briand, delayed our reception, and while we
waited we were escorted through the official
rooms of the Elysée. It was a half-hour of
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