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ihe Preface.

bpirtgicarcdy prpbiblf, that Merchants and Soaldkrsare indowed

wijrh't.I»e, Spirit ofPhilofophy aod Patience, TKrliich ire neoeiTary for

tbeobferving aUrtht nice Partictilarities 6fib many difitrent Animals,

yihok extraordinary fliape did ar£rft iatisfy all their CUroioficyj

a^Jafing. Cap(ibleo£ fufficiently enriching their Relations) without

judging .it necedary : to proceed to; an exa&er Scrutiiiv. Bat that^

vy)iich-yQt niorekfliem the Efteeiii foe tfaeie! fottsx^Mevmw^ is the

imfai^ulnefs wiiich Xt'aveUefs doigenerally ufe in their Relations y
who^lmoitalwftys addifio the/ things chey.have feen, thofe which'

tjiey HHght have leento : And Icaft the i Narrative of their Travels

Oiouldfceni inaperXed^ydo recite.What they have read in Authors,by
whom they arefirll deceived^ )i|ft astheydoafterwards deceive

their R^^ders. Tbi* is, the Reafon 'why the :FrQteft^tions whidii

fcvcral of thefe Obfcrvers, as Behnitis^Fifo^ Margravius^ andfome
others dp tnake,to fay nothing but what they have feen^andthe A(fu-i

ranees which they dogi^eof having difcovered a great inany of the

falitdes which ;)i^v^ been writt belbre theni,haveic^rQe any other:

cfi[e&, than to render the (inceritie of all Travellers very fufpe£l:,'

becaoff itbat thefe Cenfurers of th^ good Credit i.nd exadne^of

others do not give fufficient Cautions ofthdr oWn^'^idv/^ udi i:t

That which is nioft condderable in omx MernQms^ is^ thatunble-:

nuQiable evidenqeof a pertain and acknowledged Verity. For they«

are not the Woik of one private Perfon, whomay fufier himfelf

to be prevail'duponby his own Opinion v who can hardly perceive

what contradi^s his firft Conceptions, for which he has all the

• blindnefs and fondnefs, which every one has for his own Children j

who is not contradi^ed in the fredom that he allows hinifelfe, of

uttering what ever bethinks capable ofadding luOer to hisWork j

andindeed who leis confiders tneTruth of the FaSis, which are not

his. own Produflion than that order he gives it, and which he

fraines to liimfelfeiof.fomepratjcularitics which he fuppofts, or dif-

guifes, toindeavpur to futte them to his own DeHgn: So that he

would be in fome Meafure concerned at the finding out of Truths,

and making Experimenite which would deftroy his fine Speculati-

ons. But thefe Inconveniencies arc not to be found in our Me/;/^re/,

which do contain only Matters of Faft, that liave been verified by a

whole Society^ compofed of Men which have Eyes to fee thefe forttji

of things, otherwife than the greatcft part ofthe World, even is

they have Hands to feek them with more dexterity an.4 fucceijs*
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