
ANNUAL MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENT.
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nations to hostility against us, as already intimated, is the embarrass-

ment of commerce. Those nations, however, not improbably, saw

from the first, that it was the Union which made, as well onr foreign,

as our domestic commerce. They can scarcely have failed to per-

ceive that the effort for disunion produces the existing difficulty; and

that one strong nation promises more durable peace, and a more ex-

tensive, valuable and reliable commerce, than can the same nation

broken into hostile fragments.

It is not my purpose to review our discussions with foreign states;

because whatever might be their wishes, or dispositions, the integrity

of our country, and the stability of our government, mainly depend,

not upon them, but on the loyalty, virtue, patriotism, and intelligence

of the American people. The correspondence itself, with the usual

reservations, is herewith submitted.

I venture to hope it will appear that we have practiced prudence,

and liberality towards foreign powers, averting causes of irritation;

and, with firmness, maintaining our own rights and honor.

Since, however, it is apparent that here, as in every other state,

foreign dangers necessarily attend domestic difficulties, I recommend

that adequate and am[)le measures be adopted for maintaining the

public defences on every side. While, under this general recom-

mendation, provision for defending our sea-coast line readily occurs

to the mind, I also, in the same connexion, ask the attention of Con-

gress to our great lakes and rivers. It is believed that some fortifi-

cations and depots of arms r.nd munitions, Avith harbor and naviga-

tion improvements, all at well selected points upon those, would bo

of great importance to the national defence and preservation. I ask

attention to the views of tlie Secretary of War, ex[)ressed in his

report, upon the same general subject.

I deem it of importance that the loyal regions of East Ten-

nessee and western North Carolina should be connected Avith Ken-

tucky, and other faithful parts of the Union, by railroad. I therefore

recommend, as a military measure, that Congress provide for the

construction of sudi road, as speedily as possible. Kentucky, no

doubt, will co-operatf, and, through her legishiture, make the most

judicious selection of ti line. The northern terminus must connect

with some existing railroad; and whether the route shall be from

Lexington, or Nicholasville, to the Cumberland Gap; or from Lebanon

to the Tennessee line, in the direction of Knoxville; or on some still
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