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a floc-cdgc Nvllh a moving one threateninir to sink her; and

the "Iiitrei>id" on the slope of an iceberg, high and dry : yet

all arc safe and sound in Woolwich dockyard: the brigs, " Kes-

cue" and '-Advance," beset fur 2GT davs, driftinjj during a

Polar winter 1150 miles, enduring all possible hardship and

risk, yet both vessels and men are safe and sound. Captain

Penny's two vessels, the "Lady Franklin" and '' Sophia," if

their figure-heads could speak, would "a tale unfold." Not

the most extraordinary part of their adventures was, lieing

caught in a gale in a bay on the coast of Greenland, and being

forced by a moving iceberg through a field of ice full three

feet thick, the vessels rearing and plunging through it; yet

they are all safe and sou;id. The " North Star," the " Enter-

prise," and "Investigator," and farther back, the "Terror,"

farther still, the "Dorothea" and "Trent," have, with many
more we could enumerate, seen no ordinary Arctic dangers

;

but, thanks to a merciful Providence, unattended with loss

of life. Why, therefore, in the name of charity, consign

those who are dear to us, as relatives, friends, or country-

men, to sudden death in the dark waters of Lancaster Sound

or Baffin's Bay. No one who knew the men of that gallant

squadron would so libel the leader, or his officers, as to sup-

pose them to have turned back when at the threshold of

their labours : if he does so, he does them foul injustice.

And against such I appeal, in the name of that humanity

which was never invoked in vain in a Christian land.

Give the lost ones the benefit of the doubt, if there is one

on your minds. Let not selfish indiflerence to your fellow-

creatures' fate induce you to dismiss the question by adopting

any of the horrible opinions to which unfeeling men have

given utterance. True it is, they are in sad peril ; true it is,

they have suffered long and much ; true it is. that many may

have fallen by the way : but the remnant, however small, of


