
^ TCOME, I coMi!" Nor were thefe the word*

X (>^ difappointffd ambition ; nor didtatcd by any

iudOcn ftart of party zeal. He had weighed the con-

fell well, was intimately acquainted with the unalienable

rights of fretmcn, and ready to fupport them at every

peril I He had long forefeen an4 lamented the fatal iiTue

to which things were hafttning. He knew that the

fword of civil deftiuftion, once drawn, is not cafily

iheathed ; that men having their minds inflamed and
tht weapons of detencc in their hands, feldom know the

jult point where to (top, even when they have it in their

power ; and often proceed to aftions, the bare contem-

plation of which would at fiiii have aftonifhed them.

It was therefore his dt fire rather to foften than en-

flame violent humors, wilhing that America, in all her

anions, might Hand juilified in the fight of God and

the World. He forefaw the horrid train of evils which

would be Ictloofe by the ftioke which ihould lever the

ancient bond of union between Great-B' itain and us. It

•was therefore his wifli that fuch a ftroke fhould never

proceed firll from the hand of America. Nor did U
io proceed.

The refiftance made at Lexington was not the traif

terous adt of men confpiring agairft the fuprcme pow-
ers i nor diredlfd by the councils of any public body in

America ; but rofe immediately out of the cafe, and
nyas dilated by felfprefervatioHy the firll great law of

^^ature as well as Society. If there was any premedita-

ted Icheme here, it was premeditated by thole who creat-

ed the d:caaful ntctflity, cither of refijlance or ruin^

FcT could it be expedcd that any peoplt, pofitfllng; the

liaft remains of virtue and liberty, would tamely ftib-

niit to deftrudion and ravi.gi—lo be dilarmed as flaves \

Itripped of their property and left a naked prey even

to the infults of furrounding lavages ?

Was this an experiment worthy of Great Britain ?

Whne was the wifdoni of her counfellors ? Had their

jultice, their moderation quite foifaktn them ? Could
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