
PREFACE. VU

I have adopted the expedient of throwing into

a detached form, under appropriate heads, my
observations on the Manners and Customs of

the Indian tribes dwelling westward of the Mis-

sissippi, and my notices on the climate, soil, and

vegetable productions of the territory occupied

by them. To the former I have ventured to

add some anecdotes, which appeared likely to

prove at once characteristic and amusing; while

the latter have been augmented by such details

as I was able to offer respecting the Materia

Medica of the Indians. It is with great diffi-

dence that I submit the volume to the critical

examination of the British Public ; and in be-

speaking indulgence for its faults, I would re-

mind the reader, that the information which it

contains was acquired at a period when I had

neither the hope nor the intention of communi-

cating it in this manner, and that therefore it is

given simply and entirely from memory.
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