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(Uivnij,'^, Itou'cvrr, talin'j care not to expose his Mfijcstt/'s

ti''>o})s to haing cuL <>ll
fxj f'x> extrndnl a litw. of iuh'ancc.''''

— •' At tin* satno time, it is by no means ilio intention

of Ills Majesty's ;^overnment to encourage sucli forward

movements into the inicrior of the nmerican territory,

(IS mi'j^ht commit tlir utfvtijoj the. jotrcplacal under ymir

aniinuDid.''^

It would, indeed, seem that something like

a discretion was left him, by the words " if

you deem it expedient," &.c. ;— J3ut if the

reader refer to the despatch from Sir

Oeorge Prevost to earl Bathurst, (Vol. II.,

page 395,) lie will see what at least was
expected of that ollicer, and cannot fail to

be convinced that the expedition to Platts-

burgh was not a spontaneous enterprise, nor of

the planning of the commander of the forces

in the Canadas, but in consequence of the

orders received to adopt " olfensive measures
against the enemy." To the above, it may,
without impropriety be added, that captain

N. Freer, who, during the late war with the

United States, filled the confidential and res-

ponsible office of military secretary to the

commander of the forces in Canada, (and who
ever since, continuously to the present day, has
been a citizen of Quebec,) as well as the late

honble. A. W. Cochran, who during the same
period, served as an assistant secretary under
Sir George Prevost, and with captain Freer
participated largely in his confidence, have
both, frequently, to the author's knowledge,
been heard to attribute the untoward expedi-
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