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tliciii, coinforti'd nnd protected tlu'in. Tlie (V)ll()\vin«f incident will

sulllce t() f?ive an idea of tlie siipeiMtition wliicii tlicu prevailed. It is

taken from the report of one ol" tiie niiMsionaries, dated Killi Decem-
ber, IHIO:

"To-day I viwited a pernon to whom wo had h'nt a Hif)h^ Kil\v

persons ansemhh'd. .. . I i'ndeavored to adch'CHs them seriously on
the danjjer in which they were if they died unconverted. It was of

no avail ; but what astonished tne most was that they kept nlwavs

looking; at my feet. Finally a woman said tint their priest had told

them that in the latter days false prophets woultl come and that we
wore such; that wo were iuali<>nant spirits escape<l from the i)ottom

of hell and come to destroy their souls. ' But, my dear hearers,'

said he, ' would you know them, then, when they visit you, nsk them
to uncover their left foot and Ihcy will be fomid cloven like those of a
cow or sln'cp. Those, however, who have not tlu'ir feet cloven, are

good people and yon can listen to them.' After this reply, says the

missionary, I took ort" my shoe and stocking, but oh ! my dear
brethren, it is impossible to describe what passed in my heart, on
viewinj; these poor people crowding round me to look at my foot.

I immcdijitely .^aw a great change on their countenance. Their fear,

their prcjudii-es disappeared, and I had the joy of announcing to them
the Gos|)el. They listened with much attention, and I took advan-
tage of the priest's falsehood respecting the cloven foot, to show
them that all the other things he said against us were alike false."

II. ITS GROWTH.

Notwithstanding all these obstacles, this work, being of fJod, began
to take hold on the hearts of the people. Mere and there a few

brave men and women renounced the errors of Koine in the face of

the fiercest persecutions to accept the simple teachings of the Gospel.

One of these old heroes of the faith relates that for a whole year he

was never able to undress ; he was com[)elled to protect himself,

family and property, rifle in hand. The F. C. M. Society very soon

realized that its work would be almost fruitless as long as ignorance

prevailed, and very early took the wise resolution of erecting a large

school, missionary in its character and in which the children of con-

verts and of Roman Catholic families would obtain board, secular

and religious instruction in both languages at as low a figure as pos-

sible and if necessar}', gratuitously. These schools were from the

very beginning well attended and for forty j-ears have been giving a

Christian education to hundreds of children who with few exceptions

have become Protestant and Christian. The French Canadian Pro-

testants who in Canada and the United States occup}' good social

1
II

I


