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Wliilsl We wore >till piizzliii;:- niir liemU aluMil tlii" compliciiti'il ciim'.

tlio will was (lisco\'crc(I in llic Imiids of tiio hi*^t person we would liavc

siispectcil of lia\ iiii; it. and tiial- was tin- Episcopalian clcrirynian, o|'

wlinsc cliurcli tlic doccasod had jjccn only a iitfnl visitant. 'I'lu' IJex

.

i\Ir. Everett was alisent, when tlie Irajredy oecnrred. on a visit to liis

son in a distant pail ol' tlie I'onntry Iiorderinj; on liake ( )nlaii() : ImiI

as soon as he retiti'iieil, nbont a rortiii;;lit hotfire ilie trial, lie ipiietcd

oiir apprelieiisions with res]iect to liie will.

" I'oor i\[anninir," said the I'eetor. • I'm s(MTy to say was not a

]ifofessed christian, lint I had had in(Mi' than one convisrsation w ilh

liim on fcligioMs snhjects and was hopcfnl of winnin'_' him to tluj

chiircli at last. Fii his daughter, who was a h"0(|neiit attendant in onr

little chnrch, \vhich, nnlortunatidy for hei", was distant from her home.

I ielt a deep interest and made my wife invite Ikm' to our hon.x-

tlinii;:li she had oidy Iiei-n alile to accept the invitation on one occa-

sion, and that only lor a part of the day. Nearly six months ajro

—yon .sec the exact date on the ontsidc of the packaire with my
initials— I was surprised liy a visit from the old nam who Itronuht me
this bnndle with the rei|Mest that I \vonld promise to take char^ie of

it in case oj' his smlden death at any moment, for ho .said that it con-

tained his will and that he did not always f'e(d i\s w<dl as lie did a year

or two lielore. I asked him why it was that he did not leave it in the

hands of some hiwyer. ''iit he replieil that he had more confidence in

mo as a Minister of tlio ( looped. After some little hesitation. I ac-

cepted the trnst on the coinlilion that he would soon come and hiivi-

some serious talk with nn", and he promised and even requested me to

call iind see himself and daughter occasionally. 1 calletl two or thri'e

times, bat lie was alway.s out. and I have never seen him from the

day li(^ placed tliis will in my hands,'

AVhen the will was opened and read, the contents were such as to

.-nrroimd the trti^rcdy with still deeper cloments of interest. The |)nli-

lic, for once, had not been wrcnij: when it suspected that Maiuiin.ii'

j)osscssed considerable money for a nuin in his rank of life. It

appcar(Ml that he hiul lost a laru:e sum of money by the rascality of

his own brother who was employed in some Western bank, and this

had so preyed on his mit\d tlnit he >vas obliged to leave his home and
seek a new one. Then ho formed the resolve never to trust any living

man Avith his savings, which, in the course of time. amoiciKid to

several hnndrod pounds, including a small sum left over after the pur-

chase of his new farm.

lint where was the nKJuey all tiii-^ wiiile'r A natural iinostiou. and

I will not provoke ytmr curiosity much fiu'tlier. lie had exbaustcil

his ingouuity to devise what lie coii.-)idcreil M-ould be the most effec-

tual moiiiiR of concealing its Avhereabouts from curious eyes. In

fact, the loss of his money, many years previously, appears to iiavo

developed a sort of monomiinia for secreting hi.s .savings. lie had

given the Mill, safely sealed, into the cu.stody of the only man in whom
lie had anytbing like confidence, but even tliat coutidcnco appears to
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