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The development of the Anglo-Saxon race, as we rather loosely call

the people which has its home in the British Isles, has become, v ithin

the last century, the chief factor and central feature in human history.

The flux of population, by which new and great centres of human
activity are created, has been so overwhelmingly Anglo-Saxon that

nearly all minor currents are absorbed and assimilated by it. In the
new continents over which the race is spreading, the offshoots of other
European families for the most part lose their identity, and tend to dis-

appear in the dominant mass. Since it has found space on which to

expand it has increased with great rapidity, and seems destined ulti-

mately to surpass, in mere mass of numbers, any other branch of the

human stock, while its comparative influence is indefinitely increased by
the singular individual energy of its members and the collective energy
of its communities. Add to this the fact that it embodies the most
aggressive moral forces and the most progressive political and social

forces of the world, and we have sufficient grounds on which to predict

for it a future of supreme interest, and infinitely greater than its past.

The bifurcation of Anglo-Saxon national lite which was caused by
the American Revolution is now, after a hundred years, fully recognized
as the most important political event in modern history. Hitherto, the

fact that it led to the foundation of the American Republic has been
considered an adequate measure of its vast significance. But immense
though that fact is, it is now beginning to be clearly seen that the

American Revolution has had another effect of at least equal significance

and probable influence upon the world's future. It compelled Great
Britain, by the stern teaching of experience, to master the true principles

of colonial government, and, as a consequence, to acquire the art of

bringing her colonies into essential harmony with the national life. The
folly of so-called statesmen, which reft from Great Britain her first great

offshoot, left untouched the nation-building energy of her people, and
around her has since grown up, in every quarter of the globe, a vast

system of dependencies, occupying an eighth of the earth's surface and
embracing even now a considerable portion of the world's population,

with a capacity for enormous expansion. National development on
such a scale is uiiparalleled in history, and must be pregnant with
results. Already, as the process of expansion goes on, it has become
manifest that this aggregation of states is slowly but surely outgrowing
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