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I wilh, with your permission, say a few
words in the language which is that of the
majority in this House.

Homourabie gentlemen, foliowing a custom
established since Confederation, I -was
proud to address the flouse, at aucb am,
important tiine, ini my native tongue. But
I arn bo>und te say that it is somewhat
depressing for one te feel that the language
ho speaks is net understood by the great
majority of bis hearers. I trust, however,
that the polioy of u.sing alternately both
of the official languages, for the moving
arnd the eeconding of the Address, wilh be
etriclfly adheied te vwith only one possible
alteration: that is, I hope that the use of
the French Janguage in the Paîliament
'wihl not foieveî be restricted te members
of French origin. Following the great and
terrible war that bas so chosely bound to-
gether our immortal mother countries,
France and Englanid, i.9 it too much to
expect that the sweet language of France
will become more popular and w ilI biere-
after be more universalIy taugbit in tbis
country, so that we may better understand
each other and reahize that lasting and
fruitfuh union dreamed of by the fathers of
Confederation.

Hon. EDWARD MICHENER: Honour-
able gentlemen, I have the honour te sec-
ond the resolution so sbly presented by the
honeurable member who bas just spoken.
I desixe toý asseciate myseif with the expres-
sion which he gave with respect te Mr.
Speaker; also, te affirm our eontinued and
sincerest loyalty to His Gracieus Mai esty
and bis representative in our Dominion,
His Excellency the Duke of Devonshire.
Western Canada bad the honour of a visit
frorn His Excellency last faîl. We were
especially pleased to learn of bis keen
interest in the agricultural possibilitiee sud
development of Canada.

I 6hould hike, before proceeding, te refer
te one remark which was made by tbe
honourable gentleman who moved the reso-
lutien, toward.s tbe close of his speech.
He expressed the hope that tbe day would
corne when every meinher of the House
would understand botb languages. I regret
exceedingly that I was not able te follow
all that -the honourable member eaid in bis
native tengue, but I stated te him, and
wish te state te the Ho-use, that I amn geing
to, see te it that my sons sh ail net be
handicapped in this way.

Hon. Mr. L'ESPERANCE.

When I see about me lienourable gen-
tlemen of long and distinguished parlia-
mentary service and experience, when 1
recall the statesmen who have as members
of this House contributed so much to the
upbuilding of a greater Canada, 1 appre.
ciate the honour of having a place in the
counisels of the Senate of Canada. We who
have recently been called too the Upper
bouse cari have no more worthy or im-
pelling purpose than te ernulate the ex-
ample of the illustrions men who have
given s0 unstintingly and loyally of their
time and energies to the service of their
country.

~Not since Confederation has the Parlis-
mentof Canada been charged with such tre-
mendous responsibilities as now confront
them, in the pro>secutien of the struggle for
the, preservation of our libei'ties. Not only
bas the Governrnent the mighty task of
carrying on the war, but by resson of the
war great social and economic questions are
arising -which must command the atten-
tion of Parliarnent.

We endorse with all our hearts the senti-
ment *expressed in the Speech fxom
the Throne, -"that ithe effort which yet
lies before ne demands our sternest
re6olve, but we shahl net shrink irom
it, if oui hearts -are as firm and oux
courage as undaunted as those of oui coun-
trymen wbo hold our battie line beyond thé
seas." If I interpret aright the spirit of
the people of Canada, it is th-at the heaits
of the people are with t.he men at the front.
and they are prepared& te back them up to
the f ull strength of Canads's power. Men,
munitions, and mo>ney are not enough for
Canada to belp win the wax. We must put
olir fulîl strength, our hesit, our seul, into
the struggle as a united people. We must
he possessed of the sarne spirit of service
and sacrifice as our galiant men wvho have
placed their lives upon the altar of their
country.

The iSpeech refers te the Canadian Ex-
peditionary Force as stilh maintaining its
unbroken record of distinguîshed achieve-
ment. 0f this fact we as Canadians are
justly proud. In ahl the strategical en-
gag-ements of the war thus far our men
ihave neyer failed to make the top. The
enemy have recognized their daring and
heroism by placing again-st the Canadian
forces the best regimen-ts-of the Prussian
Guards. Our forces at the hattie line have
shown snch an unswerving purpose te live
Up to the highest traditions of soldiers and
patriots tihat they have merited a lasting
honour and glory for Canada amnong 'the
allied nations. At no timc during the war


