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With everyone’s co—operation, we will be able to reach our
goals. To meet the challenges, we must first create solid
partnerships.

The minister responsible for housing has met with many of
our partners in that area. In fact, he held two meetings with some
associations in order to better understand the problems facing
this sector and to invite them to suggest improvements in some
areas. Given the current financial situation in Canada, all levels
of government must co—operate more and focus their efforts on
protecting the social fabric of this country, which greatly
depends on the housing sector. We can reach this goal by helping
Canadians find good, affordable housing of the right size.

[English]

We have a long tradition of partnership in the country. Federal
and provincial governments have long worked together to create
cost share and deliver social housing to needy Canadians.

In this era of fiscal restraint we no longer have the funding
levels of the past. Just because our funds are limited it does not
mean that our imaginations need to be limited or our efforts cut
short. Partnership has brought us success in the past. It will help
us to achieve further success today and in the future.
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Federal--provincial relations with respect to social housing
have long been defined by a set of principles. National standards
are the cornerstone of these principles. Productive partnerships
through which consensus is achieved have always been an
important part of relations between the different levels of
government. This must continue.

In an effort to consolidate partnership among levels of gov-
ernment the minister responsible for housing met with his
federal, provincial and territorial colleagues last January. At
that meeting all ministers agreed on the need to work together on
behalf of those in need of social housing assistance. They also
agreed to undertake a concerted effort to identify program
efficiencies that will lead to savings and ultimately enable us to
do more with our social housing budgets.

The federal government’s commitment to housing for Cana-
dians recognizes there are groups who have special needs to
meet. We must strive to meet their needs.

Coming from Saskatchewan as I do, I cannot help but think of
the aboriginal community. The plight of this particular sector of
society needs to be addressed. CMHC has a long tradition of
working in partnership with the aboriginal community to work
out solutions to housing issues. The government is focusing its
attention on supporting the native community in the goal of
achieving greater self—sufficiency and control over their lives.
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Another sector are the victims of family violence. As mem-
bers of the House well know the rate of family violence
continues to increase. It is my fervent hope the day will come
when we no longer need to build and maintain shelters for
women and children who are fleeing domestic violence.

In the meantime however the government will continue to
address these issues in the best way it can by providing financial
assistance for Project Haven and Project Next Step. These two
programs provide emergency shelter and long term housing for
victims of family violence and their children.

The government is well aware there is still much work to do to
ensure all Canadians have access to decent, affordable housing.
We believe we are on the right track and that we are taking
positive steps and making a real difference in the lives of many
Canadians. We are committed to working in partnership with
housing groups and stakeholders in Canada to pursue our
objective of providing decent, adequate and affordable housing
for Canadians.

The Acting Speaker (Mrs. Maheu): The time provided for
the consideration of Private Members’ Business has now ex-
pired. Pursuant to Standing Order 96(1) the order is dropped
from the Order Paper.

PROCEEDINGS ON ADJOURNMENT
MOTION

[Translation)

A motion to adjourn the House under Standing Order 38
deemed to have been moved.

TEAM CANADA

Mr. Stéphane Bergeron (Verchéres): Madam Speaker, on
January 20 and 21 last, my colleague from Rimouski—Témis-
couata and myself questioned the Minister of Canadian Heritage
about the ever—present discrimination faced by Quebeckers in
amateur sport in Canada.

Just days before the Olympic Games opened in Lillehammer,
Hockey Team Canada still had not recruited a single player from
Quebec. We deplored at the time that the team setting out to
represent Canada in the Olympics in our national sport did not
reflect more accurately the complex make-up of the Canadian
society.

Shortly after the Official Opposition had raised this issue in
the House of Commons, one player from Quebec was added in
extremis to Team Canada’s lineup. I think that the contemptuous
attitude displayed at the time toward Quebeckers by Team
Canada officials must be deplored. It is appalling and it was not



