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[Translation)

SOCIETE POUR VAINCRE LA POLLUTION

Mrs. Monique Guay (Laurentides): Mr. Speaker, earlier
this week, the Minister of the Environment made some very
uncalled for remarks with regard to an environmentalist group
in Quebec, the ““Société pour vaincre la pollution”, which she
referred to by its acronym, SVP.

SVP has been active in the environmental area for 15 years
now. Like many other groups of its kind, it is on somewhat shaky
financial ground. For the minister to declare that the restricted
financial means of that group is a discrediting factor in the eyes
of the public and of the scientific community is totally unspeak-
able.

Furthermore, the minister’s data were inaccurate because, as
one can see in the last issue of the prestigious magazine,
National Geographic, the SVP group is still very much active.
Such unfounded judgments on a Quebec environmentalist orga-
nization are unworthy of someone in a ministerial position.

[English]

THE DEBT

Mr. Dick Harris (Prince George—Bulkley Valley): Mr.
Speaker, fall is in the air and the redness of the leaves is eclipsed
only by this government’s balance sheet. As of this morning
Canada was in debt to the tune of $532,444,756,445.36. That is
$18,718.40 for every person in Canada, or $37,879.22 for every
taxpayer. By the time it takes me to read this statement the debt
will have grown by $88,410.

This government says it is concerned about the debt, but I
remind the House that it was the Liberal Party in the 1970s and
1980s that sold Canada’s future to pay for whatever spending
was needed to get it re—elected. The Conservatives finished the
job because they did not have the guts to kick the deficit habit.

It is the Liberals who have sold us and our children to our
creditors.

FEDERAL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT BANK

Mr. Dennis J. Mills (Broadview—Greenwood): Mr. Speak-
er, 50 years ago today Parliament officially proclaimed the
creation of the Industrial Development Bank, the forerunner of
today’s Federal Business Development Bank. This was to assist
in the smooth transition from a wartime to a peacetime economy

with particular consideration to the financing problems of small
business.

Throughout the years the FBDB has addressed the evolving
needs of small business by introducing innovative financial and
management services. Not only was the bank the first to
introduce term loans to the Canadian small business sector but it
was among the first to offer small business management assis-
tance through counselling and training courses. In addition, it
became the first national source of venture capital.

The bank has proven to be instrumental in building successful
businesses while at the same time not being a drain on the
government. In fact over the past five years it has received no
funds from the government for its lending activities and has
loaned out some $3.4 billion to small and medium size entrepre-
neurs.

With its unique array of services, the bank continues to be
ideally positioned to help businesses grow and create jobs. In
fact approximately one in every five businesses in Canada has at
some point turned to the FBDB for assistance.

On behalf of the House and the small business sector, I would
like to congratulate the FBDB as it celebrates its anniversary. I
support the continuing efforts of the FBDB.

ED CARTER-EDWARDS

Mr. Andy Mitchell (Parry Sound—Muskoka): Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to pay tribute to Ed Carter—Edwards, a resident of
Bala in my riding of Parry Sound—Muskoka.

Mr. Carter-Edwards, a veteran of World War II, was the
driving force behind the recent CBC special called the “Lucky
Ones: Allied Airmen and Buchenwald”.

Ed Carter-Edwards was one of the lucky ones because he
survived a nightmare during the war. He was one of 168 allied
flyers, including 26 Canadians, who were shot down over Nazi
occupied Europe and sent to the brutal Buchenwald death camp.
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Instead of being sent to a prisoner of war camp, Mr. Carter—
Edwards and his fellow flyers spent three horrifying months in
the concentration camp. They lived in fear and terror, witnessing
many inhumane acts. Thanks to Mr. Carter-Edwards this untold
story is now on the record to be shared by all Canadians.

Canadians owe the men and women who fought in World War
II a large debt for their personal sacrifices and courage. I am
proud to have Ed Carter—Edwards as a constituent in my riding.




