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SALES TAX IN PUBLISHING INDLJSTRY

Question No. 4,749-Mr. Herbert:

I. ln 1982, what was the amnount of the tax expenditure in sales tax foregone
in the publishing industry?

2. What percentage of publications sold in Canada are considered to bc
foreign?

Mr. David Smnith (Parliainentary Secretary to President of
the Privy Council): 1 arn informed by the Department of
Finance and Statistics Canada as follows:

1. Sales tax revenues foregone by the exemptions in the
Excise Tax Act for newspapers, magazines, and books is in the
range of $260 million per annum.

2. Information for the year 1982 is not yet available,
however for the year 198 1, in terms of dollar value, 73.7 per
cent of aIl books sold in Canada were imports.
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