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finishes we get a statement from
Minister, the Minister o! Labour, t
of Manpower and Immigration or
ter of Regional Economic Expansio
ernment cannot continue to, sbrug
ders and present an attitude
indifference to, the appafllng situa
obtains in Canada today.

The figures just released are so
touch the conscienoe of every Mer
House. We now know tbe une
figure for February, 1970 represe
cent of our labour force, that is 5
sons, up from 473,000 for Febri
When you get unemployment well
million, tbe highest unemployrnen
bad in Canada since 1963, and I
safe to say the bigbest unemployr
of any industrial country in the

An lion. Member: Shamne.

Mr. Douglas (Nanairno-Co~
Islands): I do not know of any otbe
nation in the world that bas an
ment figure even closely approach
cent. When we get an unemployrne
that magnitude we are talking ab
nomic recession. Tbe tragedy is, M
that this is a governinent induced
Tbere bave been tumes in the
recessions bave crept up on gover
taken tbem by surprise. There
recessions wbicb governinents c(
were brought about by world
beyond the goverrnent's control.
a recession whicb the goveriment,
erately manipulated and precipil
December, tbe Prime Minister (Mr
said that the government was p:
necessary, to, have 6 per cent
ment-

Mr. Orlikow: He bas got it no

Mr. Douglas (Nanaino-Co
Islands): -in order te carry out its
tionary prograin. As my colleaýguR
member for York South (Mr. Lewi:
a few weeks ago in this House, in
billty it would be more than 6 p
would be 6j per cent. Unfortu:
prophecy was only too true and tbh
ly tbe figure we have reacbed.

The Minister o! Finance make:
about tbe fact that unemploymeny
the techniques by whicb. the
bopes to stop inflation. In bis buc
he said that be anticipated some
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the Prime unemployment. Then, be made this statement,
hie Minister whlch ought to be -enshrined on bis monu-
the Minis- ment. He said:

n. The gov- We just cannot tell how soon or how far the
its shoul- slowlng of growth ln demand and i production Winl

of callous bring about a slowlng down in price increases.

tion which I say to the Minister of Finance, wbo I

ehn onotice bas just corne ln-

ber of this An hon. Member: Now, he bas just gone
mploymnent out.
nts 6j per Mr. Douglas <Nanaimo-Cowichan-The
26,000 per- Islands): In my opinion, this Is the most cal-
sary, 1969. lous statement ever made by a minister of
over bal a finance. In essence, he says, 'II don't know
twe bave how much longer we will have to tigbten the
ink t i screws, how many more people we wIf have

worldigur to tbrow on the scrap heap, how many more
world- we will have to throw out of jobs or how

much more economic slowdown we will bave
to perpetuate ln order to stop price

vichan-The increases."
r industrial
unemploy- 0 (4:10 p.M.)

.ing 61 Plr The Minister of Finance ought to enter this
rt figure 0f debate and tell the House how mucb unem-
)ut an eco- ployment he thinks it wil be necessary to
r. Speaker, have before be will be satisfied and how long

recession. it wmU take before he cornes to the conclusion
past when that economic slowdown and unemployment
iments and are not; going to stop price increases. If the
have been government is going to persist in tiiis policy,
ould dlain It must tell the House during this debate
conditions wbat it proposes to do about these unem-

But here is ployed people. Is the goverrnent prepared te
bas delib- create some employment by massive pro-

:ated. Last grains of construction of hospitals and voca-
.Trudeau) tional training scbools? ]Botb of these pro-

repared, if grains expire at the end of this rnontb. The
unemploy- governiment could reinfroduce themn. The gov-

erninent could set up a housing prograni.
When I asked the Prime Minister earlier

this afternoon about progranis to help put the
vchan-The unernployed to work, he said there is extra
anti-infia- money in the budget for houslng. The Prime

e, the bon. Minister knows perfectly well that not only is
s) said only there not enough rnoney, but that rnoney

ail proba- alone is not the answer. Houses cannot be
er cent-it built unless interest rates decrease and unless
riately, bis funds are available.
at is exact- Housing starts are fafling off. That hs

because the average young people, unless
sno bones tbey have an incorne i exoess of $9,000, have
tis one of no hope of ever building a bouse or ever

Yboverninent paying for it. 'Until the governrnent is pre-
lget speech pared to present a program. with lower inter-
increase in est rates and wiIl make i.nvestrnent funds


