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that we are quite within aur rights. When
my friend seys thet none af the officers af
the Northwest Territaries brancb go inta the
territaries he is entirely mistaken. Officers
af the depertment are in thet territory every
year, going down the Mackenzie and ta Her-
schel islend as well as down the eest coast.
Thet trip is made ennuelly; ail the police
posts are visited, and we have very intimate
knowledgýe af wbat is teking place in bath
partions of the Northwest Territories. I arn
willing ta admit that there are bundreds af
thousends af miles af unexplared land there,
but tbey cantaýin no white settlers.

Mr. IRVINE: May I ask a question? Is
not the trapper alreedy texed on his treps,
bis other utensils, lis clothing and eveiything
he uses, witbout plecing a tax an his furs?

Mr. STEWART (Edmontan): My friend
may be pleased ta be facetiaus, but I may esk
bim the same question about the trepper in
any other province of Canada. Does flot the
ame tbing apply? This bas been the one
happy *hunting graund in which there wes
no tax an furs, and there is stili no tax an
the furs used 'by the residents af the district,
wbich is not the case in any other -province.

Mr. ROSS (Moose Jaw): With regard ta
the point braught up by the hon. member for
Athbaska (Mr. Keliner) that the Nortbwest
Territories have no representetion. I wauld
suggest that they be acdded ta the Yukon
territory. I believe there are anly about
3,000 people in the Northwest Territories and
the bon. member for Yukan (Mr. Black)
could very well represent them in this bouse.

Mr. EVANS: I tbink this la a very hard
measure ta im pose upon the few residents
af the territories. If, as the note ai expiana-
tian in this bill says, foreigners are gaing in
there trapping and scnding out their f urs
without paying a tax, I think that could be
very easily looked after by issuing licenses, as
is done ta hunters. It daes seem ratber bard
ta tax these few residents of tbat great north
country, wbere conditions af life must be very
bard. Tbis tax la imposed an their only
meens of securiýng a livelibood, and seems ta
be rather severe.

Mr. STEWART (Edmonton): I may say
ta my bon. friend that tbe tax will flot he
a. aIl oneraus upan the residents af the
territaries; it will be similar ta the tax in
farce in the Yukan territory, wbich was
enacted same yeers ega. It miust be rememn-
bered thet the residents of tbat country are
baving a very considerable amaunt of money

spent ini improvements and facilitie8 for
carrying on their work and earning their
livelihood. Surely, if every other commodity
bears a tax, týhere is no good reason why a
email tax should flot be placed upan these
f uis.

Mr. KELLNER: Will the minister explain
býow he expects ta colleot the tax, and where?

Mr. STEWART (Edmonton): We expect
to colleet it when the furs are leaving the
territories, et Herscbel island and on the
east ýcoast; it will be coUlected by aur police
force at thbe various posts, and especially at
Fort Smith. T-he present staff wi1l do aIl the
work; there will be noa necessity for inereasing
the staff.

Mr. BENNETT: Mr. Chaîrman, when I
was in the west la.st week 1 was spaken to by
two or three gentlemen wbo indicated ta me
that one of the difficulties in this legis-
lation is that ail the business in, that
country is conducted on credit, and long termn
credit at that. If this measure is ta ha-
corne operative at once it will undoubtedly
work a ve-ry great bar-dship nat only upan t.he
settiers wha have the furs ta sdil, but upan
others as well. I was gaoing tao ask the ques-
tion which the hon. member for Athabska
(Mr. Keliner) heas just put ta the minister;
how does he propose ta collect the tex? It
seems ta me reasonably clear that one of the
great dificulties will came abaut, under the
circumstences which he bas mentioned, ini the
collection af this tax. Having regard ta the
fact thet this matter was Vhreshed out in this
House some twa or three years aga and was
flot then praceeded with, I naw suggest ta the
minister that he give these peaple a ycax's
notice. Let faim put the measure upan aur
statute baok, and let him indicate that at
least a year will he given in which ta make
passible an edjustmaent of these conditions
befare the impasition of such a tax is made.
Otberwise I amn satsified that it will work
a very grievous hardship and a very grave
inj ustice ta many peaple. The minister knaws
fer better than I, because he bas lived fartber
north in Alberta than I have, thet there is a
limited papulatian in thet area. They have
no representative in this House, as bas been
eiready pointed aut this evening. They are
governed mare or less by a henevoient
autocracy, which is the best farm af gavern-
ment that you cauld get if yau reconcile yaur
mind ta it, and thet is always ane af the
difficulties-


