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Everybedy in this House knows why the
right hion, gentleman who is to-day Prime
Minister teck the attitude hie did. Hie teck
the attitude hie did because it was the only
attitude hie could take in fairness te the
House and country. The rîght hion, gentle-
man who leads the opposition stood up in
this leuse the other day and without any
notice anncunced: I have resigned the posi-
tion cf Prime Minister of this country; and
when the prosent Prime Minister, who was
thon leading- the opposition rose and suggested
that there should be a cenference regarding
the remainder cf the session, the ex-Prime
Minister called him te order, and said: There
is ne Prime Minister. Heo bjected te his dis-
cussing the matter with hlm at aIl. Se there
were only twe courses left for the present
Prime Minister. He cuuld either have asked
for a dissolution himself, since hie had been
called upon by the Governor General te form
a goveroment, or hie could have said: We
xWill attempt te carry on and fulfil the obliga-
tions of the late government to the people of
Canada, and wo will consider the convenience
cf hion. members, instead cf sending them
away fer six weeks or two mcnths, and then
bringing them back again-

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: 1 submit that
my hion. friend is entirely wrcng in the first
oc ls two alternatives.

Soei on. MEMBERS: Order, order.

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: My hion. friend
scys there uvere two courses open te the present
Prime Minister. One wvas te ask fer a dis-
soltution 1 say tlîat hie couîd net have a'.ked
for a dissolution becatise lie wvas taking the
responsibility of a refusai cf dissolution.

Mr. MANION: What I me:unt ite say was
an adjournuinent, net a dissolution, ' ad I
think that wvas clear from n uy speaking cf
sending the nicuibers awvay for six weeks or
two nionilis.

Mr. MACKÇENZIE KING: I hope lien.
genitlemn op)posite, will feel tîuat 1 'vas j usti-
fied un rising et the moment.

Mr. MANItJN: What 1 meant was an ad-
jeurumnent, and 1 used the words six weeks or
txxc mcnth.ý. He couid have sent the mem-
bers of parliîment away te their respective
homes in the varioes sections cf this country,
and then at the end cf six weeks or twc
nuonths have calîod them back, when as a
motter cf fact the business cf this bouse
ceuld bie finislîed up in three days, er at the
nicst inside cf four days or a weok. Tnsteîd
cf that hoe tcok the patrictic attitude cf con-
sidering theo cenvenience cf members, the
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patriotic attitude of considering the business
of the House and of the country; and when
hie asked my right hion. friend the leader of
the opposition to discuss matters with him
hie was met with a refusai, aithougli what hie
did was hest for this country and best for this
House. To-day and yesterday we find the
right hion, leader of the opposition epposing
that attitude. The business of the House
which hias been carried on for six months,
and surely that was long enough for a ses-
sion, w"is ail practically completed except the
estimates, the bills that were te corne back
from the Senate, and two or three noncentro-
versial buis that are still te be passed. It
looked, Sir, as if we should be able to finish
in two or three days or in a week at mcst
if hion, gentlemen opposite did net indulge
in the obstructive tactics in which they are
indulging at the present time. But what lias
happened? The right hion, gentlemian who
leads the opposition is simply holding up
the Heuse, lie is dcing exactly what hie tried
Lo do when lie resigned, hie is doing his best
not enly to enîbarrass this bouse but te em-
barrass this country: That is 'the attitude of
my right hion. friend. I do net know that we
can expeet any different attitude from him as
far as that gees. I do net wish te he per-
sona) in the niatter but whiat 1 want te, peint
eut is this-that other prime ministers in
other days teek a different attitude, a con-ý
trary attitude te the attitude taken by the
right hion, gentleman who retired the ether
day. Let me compare his attitude with that
taken by Sir John A. Macdonald in 1873
when the gox oroment of the latter through a
scandaI aIse net a scandaî arising eut of the
administration of the Department of Cus-
toms and Excise but what is known as the
Pacifie scandal-was put in the saine position
as the late gox'ernment was put in. At that
time Sir John A. Macdonald did net take
thle attitude cf retiring and saying te the then

md'of the oppocetion. Mr. Alexander Mac-
ki uîlzie.Il: " 1 ilI net disciîss tlic matter with
you. Got alout as well as you cao. I do
iiet cir1e how niuch 1 ernbarrass you or the
cocýntuy." He teck the patrictie attitude,
perhaps tee iueluc te expeet from my right
lion. friend, cf standing in his place in this
House and telling the leader cf the opposi-
tion of that day tliet he xvas gcing te resign-
tîjat, hoe lad resigned in fact-but that lie was
ready te rocet him and discuss matters with
him n cd facilitate the carrying on of the
business cf the country and of the House.

Mr. MACKENZIE KING:
my hion. friend a questien-

May I ask

Some hion. MEMBERS: Sit down.


