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a nation, and that we shail act as a
nation. But as my hion. friend bas oaid,
next year there will be a conference of al
the representatives of the Britdish Emnpire
.and the niost momentous'questions affecting
,the aster nations o.f the Emipire wili be
,discussed and decided. Let us, therefore,
îwait until this event has occurred before
'voting the amounit of money which Paria-
xnêt now eshis us o vote.

My last reason is that this Parliament ia
not represen aVive. IVais not a miandate
to vote this appropriation because it was
not elected to do so, and furthermore the
.Governinent bas pledged itself to the coun-
try tihat no naval expenditure will be made
without beîng firet submitted. to the Can-
-adian people. But there la this further
fact to ha considered. This Parliament at
the present time-and no one eau gainaay
thie fact-does nlot represent the majority
eof the Oanadi-an people. Indeed, Sir, it
doca not aven represent a large propoirtion
el tihe people. Public opinion is decidedly
against the present Parliament.

,Mr. BEST: That is only your opinion;
yon don't know.

Mr.. LAPOINTE: 19 it? 1 venture to say
,that my hon. friend could neot be elected
in bis riding to-day, and hie knows lb; snd
there are many other hien. gentlemen on
the other sida who co'uld nlot be elected in
their. constituencies.

Mr. BEST: Don't you think that your
county is the whole Dominion.

Mr. LAPOINTE: Well, I was alected
quite recently in my county, and 1 .think
I can boast that I represent the ýopinion of
my eleotors to-day. But any hon. f riend
cannoît say the saie. This Parliýament, I
repeat, does not Tepresent public opinion.
This Governmen-t has not been aible to
elect a single memiber supporting At except
two inisters. 1hey cannot do it, min-
isýterscannot be rep!laced. when tlhey dia or
when they disappear in any other way.
We have one of the most important de-
-partments in the tGoverument, the Depart-
nient of Puiblic Works, 'which la net ad-
xnustered by a miniater. There is a seat
in tii HeIuse-seat No. 40-whicb is
vacant. It la going to ba vacant until a
new Parlisanent la elected 'because no

nnite:r can ha elected by the Canadian
-people to fill that seat.

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: There la no
minister fromn the Maritime provinces.

Mr. LAPOINTE: There is ne minister
lrom 'the Maritime Provinces end there is

no minieter repreeenting the pTovince of
Québec est o! Mentreal. There cannot be
any, ibecause nobody can be eleoted -as a
supporter o! tii Governiment let alone a
member of it. When we have such a con-
dition of thinga, la it reasonaible te enter
into a new policy, to as-k Parliarnent to
vote almost $2,000,000 and to accept shipa
frein the Adrniralty as the nucleus iÀ the
Canadian navy of the future? Let the
Canadian people ïpronounce nipon dit. Poat-
pone tha ote untlnetsession, let us
go to tihe -country and tÀhen a Parliament'
wbiob will represant the viaws and opin-
ions of the people o! Canada will decilde as
to the naval policy.

Mr. OIRERAR: The ground in this dis-
cusision has been se thorougihly covered
that I do not think I can add very mach
that ia new te the debate. I do believe,
bowever, that the position of the miniater
in asking us to pasa tii vote is illogical
and inconsiatent. In bis speech in thia
House in the closing 4ays of Ma.rch he
stated that eur naval policy would be con-
si-dered at the next Imperial Conferance
to ýbe hald in 1921. If that is true we niust
assume that we have no naval policy te-
day. New, if we have no n-aval.,poltey,
wbere is the wisdome o! considering a vote
of about $2,000,000 for naval expenditurea
tihis year? I am quite agreeable ýte the vote
that tihe minister brougbt down wben the
Main Estimates wera laid - bel oie the
bouse but I tbink the bou-se is quite
juatifled in taking the position that the
minister and tihe Government at tbat time
diid not eontemplate this sdditional ex-
penditure of $ 1,700,000. flhat bhiîg the
case I %bink tibose in tii comîmittee who
afra oppoSad te tii vote are simply stand-
ing by the position that the minister sud
the Governanent took at that turne. Now,
our naval policy is te ba considered
at the Impeiiial conferehce in 1921. Par-
sonally, I regret that the Government
have aocepted the gane-rous offer made
by the Mether CJountry te give
us certain war veasels. It is not
known whetber these vessais will ba of very
great use in future wara. I bave raad re-
cantly expressions of opinion by quita com-
pient naval authoritias in the Old Land
wbo state tbat in» future wars the battie-
shipe and cruisers that we bave bad in the
past will ha of very little use. I bave seen
it asserted that bereafter ligbt cruisers and
aubmarinas migbt flood the tewna and cities
along the abores of a hostile country witb
gas. 'That, I believa, la the opinion of at


