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bon, gentleman bimiself and the effect of
the amendment. Now, in regard to that
part of bis proposa] that the present Dom-
inion constituencies shall be taken as a
dJefinite basis for the rnibdlvlslons of the
niew province, 1 have only this to say, that
the Dominion constituencies are delimited
for pourposes entirely different, baving no
,connection near or remote witb the pur-
poses for wbicb the loeal constituencies are
deliinited. While it might be a reasonable
proposition' to make the Dominion conisti-
tuencies accord with those of the local, it
is iiot a reasouable proposition to make the
local constittuencies necessarily correspond
witb those of the Dominion constituencies.
-The Dominion constituencies are delimited
only for ±h<- purpose of electing members
to this House, it maties little difference
where ýthe divtding lines are, as every one
from tbe Northwest knows very well.

Mr. R. L. BORDEN. 'Wby?
Mr. OLIVER. Because the local gov-

ernment bas to deal with matters closely
aifecting the people, sucb as. the school dis-
triets, the statute labour organization,' and
particularly the building of ronads. The roads
above everything else are important as lead-
ing from settlements to centres of trade.
There is the greatest comimunity of Inter-
est between certain settlements and certain
centres of trade, and It is bigbly necessary
tbat that community of interest sbould be
observed in tbe distribution of the local
constitueneies, otberwise -grievous injury is
douýe. Tbat fact bas always been recog-
nîzed. 1 witt make iny mneauing clear by
givlng a case tbat exlsted some years ago.
A large part of tbe tradi' of Edmonton is
done wtb Atbabaska Landing, over a road
l1t0 miles ta lengtb. Tbe local district of
St. Atbert iatervened between Edmonton
and Athabaska Landing. Every interest of
Edmonton and every interest of Athiabaska
Landing was ta the up-kffep of that road.-
the St. Albert etectorat district being en-
tirely agricultural, tbe different settIiments
in that district had no In'terest in keeping
up that great road from Edmxonton to Atha-
baska Landîng. Now this became so great
a bardsbip tbat at tbe redistributin made
lu 1892 the local governiment took cogni-
zance of tbe fact, and eut and carved the
different constituencies in a way that looked
like a gerrymander on tbe map, but it was
lu reality couserving tbe Interests of the
respective peoples and trading points. Now
wbat was tbe case there is the case al
over tthe Nortbwest Territorles, and it 15
for tbat renson we desire to be careful. ta
setting apart particular constituencles, that
-we tbrow togetber people wbo bave a coin-
muuity of interest. Under the systein tbat
bas been foltowed in the Northwest the local
representative bas the most to say in rela-
tion to road improvementts, and it is pos-
sible, if you ltnk togetber two centres of
business whieh are in rivalry, to bave the
business wltbdrawn from one and gtven to

the otber by the improvement of roads
leading to, the one and away fromn the other.
Whîle tbis may seem to, be a matter of de-
ta!] and of small importance to hon. gentle-
men wbo are not acquainted with the cir-
cuinstauces, it ineans everytbing to the peo-
pie eut there; and we cannot aiford to, bave
ttîeîr ýinterest disregarded iii thts very iM-
portant matter merely for the purpose of
gratifying a wbim of bon, gentlemen oppo-
site lu favour of absolute equality in the
population of tbe constituencies. We are
desirous of equalizing that distribution as
mucli as possibte, but we are more desirous
of giving tbe peopte that communîty of in-
terest wbich witl tend to tbeir wellbeiug.

Mr. R. L. BOItDEN. Is there not tbe
same general communîty of interest rec-
ognized lu the federal divisions of 1903?

Mr. OLIVER. Merely the community of
contiguity, there was no ottier to be recog-
nlized. This Dominion bas nothing to do
with local matters wbicb s0 intimately con-
cern tbe people.

Mr. LAKE. The hon, gentleman forgets
that the Dominion goverument is retain-
ing coutrol of the lands; surely that is a
business that closely concerns every lndi-
viduat lu that country.

Mr. OLIVER. Surely. But that bias
notbiug to do wltb the business relation ho-
tween town and country, between settlemeat
and settiemeut. That is the business of the
local goverument. Let me diverge froin tbe
line for a moment to say that in tbe province
of Ontario, and possibly, ta the eastern pro-
vinces generatty, these matters are deait
wltb by municipal organizations ; but Iu the
Nortbwest tbey are deait with by the local
governinent. Ilence the great importance of
the division being made along tbese linos.
Hon, gentlemen opposite wil] flot tako the
last census as tbe basis for distribution in
the 01(1 part of the province of Alberta, but,-
except tbe leader of the opposition (Mr. R.
L. Borden) bimsetf, evory oue of thein bas
iusisted on taking tbat cousus as a basis lu
the district of Athabaska.

Mr. M. ýS. McCARTHY. What other evi-
dence have you ?

Mr. OLIVER. 1 do not kaow what other
ovidonco tbe hon, gentleman bas.

Mr. -LAKE. 1 donied last inight taking
that cengus as a basis.

Mr. OLIVER. I would say that if the bon.
momber for Calgary (Mr. M. S. McCarttîy)
bas no other ovidonco as in regard to the dis-
trict o! Athabaska that is not the fault of
tbe people of Athabaska ; tbey ought flot to,
suifer becauso no moans have been taken to
tind out wbat tbe population of the district
is or what their rlglW are. But, if hon, gen-
tlemen opposite iU on taking the ceusus
as tbe basis of ca reulation lu regard to tbe
district of Athabaska tbey must, la ail fair-
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