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(e) protecting biodiversity in the marine environment, including by preventing 
significant adverse impacts on vulnerable marine ecosystems, taking into 
account any relevant international standards or guidelines including the F AO 
International Guidelines;

(f) preventing or eliminating overfishing and excess fishing capacity, and ensuring 
that levels of fishing effort or harvest levels are based on the best scientific 
information available and do not exceed those commensurate with the 
sustainable use of the fisheries resources;

(g) ensuring that complete and accurate data concerning fishing activities, including 
with respect to all target and non-target species within the Convention Area, are 
collected and shared in a timely and appropriate manner;

(h) ensuring that any expansion of fishing effort, development of new or exploratory 
fisheries, or change in the gear used for existing fisheries, does not proceed 
without prior assessment of the impacts of those fishing activities on the longterm 
sustainability of fisheries resources and a determination that those activities would 
not have significant adverse impacts on vulnerable marine ecosystems, or ensuring 
that those activities are managed to prevent those impacts or are not authorized to 
proceed;

(i) ensuring, in accordance with Article 7 of the 1995 Agreement, that conservation and 
management measures established for straddling fish stocks on the high seas and 
those adopted for areas under national jurisdiction are compatible in order to ensure 
conservation and management of these fisheries resources in their entirety;

(j) ensuring compliance with conservation and management measures and that sanctions 
applicable in respect of violations are adequate in severity to be effective in securing 
compliance, to discourage violations wherever they occur and to deprive offenders of 
the benefits accruing from their illegal activities;

(k) minimizing pollution and waste originating from fishing vessels, discards, catch by 
lost or abandoned gear, and impacts on other species and marine ecosystems through 
measures including, to the extent practicable, the development and use of selective, 
environmentally safe, and cost-effective fishing gear and techniques; and

( 1 ) applying this Convention in a fair, transparent and non-discriminatory manner, 
consistent with international law.


