
extraordiary explosion of communications. The globe îs becoming a
village. Satellite communications and information sharing have generated a
transparency revolution which, has changedtotally and irreversibly the
space and territory which we inhabit. Artificial state boundaries have been
frozen, creating ethnic stress for which there is no longer any resolution by
war and bloodshed.

(vii) In parallel with this revolution in transparency is a massive spiritual
shift manifested in the human rights movement. The depth and scope of
this movement cannot be overestimated. The central pillar of the human
rights movement, resonating down the centuries from the timne of the French
Revolution and the Amnerican Declaration of Independence, and enshrined
alter the Second World War i the first article of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights, is that 'Ail hurnan beings are born, free and equal in
dignity and rights'.

This is i essence the countervailing force that is beig mustered against
genocide. In the human rights perspective, there is no more flindamental
right than the right of life. There can be no more radical assault on universal
human rights than the systematic slaughter of a group of human beings
because of their ethnic origin, political ailiation or beliefs. This is ideed
the archetypal crime of crimes i the human rights perspective. If this is
tolerated or condoned anywhere i the world, then the whole human rights
edifice is undermined.

(viii) The human rights movement however is flot just a juridical theory. It la
a new perception, a 'paradligm shift', ln response to the shrinking world
and the end of empire. Seen i another context, it is an explosion of
compassion; brealdng out of the confines of nationalisma and local identity
and floodig out to the furthest corners of the globe. Compassion and the
human rights movement are basically an assertion that there is only one


