
B. Crimirial Component

The criminal component of the small arms issue arises from the nature of certain smnall arms consumers
and from specific aspects of their transfer. In simple terns, concemr with the criminal comportent can be
summarised as the wrong weapons in the wrong hands. First small ams are preferred weapons aniong
criminal actors such as drug-traffickers and terrorists. Second, domestic legisiation of several states that
prohibit the non-military possession of military-style weapons is flot enforced. Third, a portion of the
traflicking is carried out illicitly and outside of established and government-regulated processes. Fourth,
small arms that are licitly transferred to the military are commonly sold to crimainal actors or other
civilians b>' corrupt militar>' personnel who are motivated by profit or political ambitions. In essence,
small arms have become a prevalent commodit>' of illicit trafficking given their popularity among
criminal actors such as drug-traflickers and terrorists.

C. Securit>' Component

Areas of potential or actual conflict attract higher levels of arms, both illicit and licit, which destabilises
an already precarious situation, escalates the conflict and hampers efforts to maniage and settie the
conflîct. These conflicts are more often intra-state, rather than inter-state, thus, changing thè-character of
the focus immediatel>' as it is associated with an internai breakdown of law and order. If the conflict
reaches seulement, the small ais often remain in the hands of non-military personnel, are transferred
across borders to other hot-spots for profit, or fall into the hands of criminal actors. While the arms
continue to circulate, efforts to build peace ini a post-conflict environment are seriousi>' challenged and
undermined, increasing the likelihood of continued instabilît>'.

D. Additional Areas of Concern

The criminal and securitv comn)onents of the small armns issue are inter-linked with each other ai'well as

controlled not b>'
e


