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cross of the Order of St. Louis. A gold coin dated
1723, bearing the image of Louis XIV and minted in
Troyes, brought $1,000. A Louis XIV silver table-
spoon sold for $140. The emerald ring, however,
brought the best price ini the three-day auction of
$4,750. " It was the one thing I was sad to part with,"
said Storm, <'it was beautiful.»

IHOW IT ALL BEGAN
For the wiry and tough-minded Louisbourg treasure-
seeker the New York sale was a happy ending toa
rigorous and thrilling adventure that began for him
11 years ago, east of his historical town, on the
rugged Atlantic coast of Cape Breton. On a skin-
living expedition in the summer of 1961 near
Chameau Rock, Storm recovered a large silver coin
dated 1724, a caninon and some cannon bails. It was
lis first sign of the treasure of Le Chameau.

The French armed transport of 48 guns, under
'ommand of jean-Charles' Percheron de St. James,
was carrying 316 passengers and crew, including
ýonie French-Canadian dignitaries; and chests con-
ýaining 268,696 livres foyer $1 million in present
*Jalues) for the colonial government in Quebec. After
à six-week crossing, she was caught in a-violent

somon the night of August 5, 1725, and 12 miles
ýast of Louisbourg was tomn apart on jagged reefs
less than a mile offshore. There were no survivors.
,'4xt day, fishermen found bits of the wreckagp
ýcattered over a mile of beach. French salvage
àttempts the next year recovered only 6,000 livres,
In~d Le Chameau, like so many other shipwrecks on
.h Nova Scotia coast, was soon forgotten.

1ySTEM THAT PAID OFF

Vith the silver coin in hand, Storm's approach to
Ieeking the Chameau treasure was hîghly systematic.
ie developed a system of 100-foot grids to search
meticuloius1y in water 75 to 100~ feetdeep over three
'lillion square feet of sea bottom around Chameaux
ýock. Then, because of problems with his first
'artnership and Iack of a seaworthy boat, the hunt

GoId coin from the wreck of the Chameau,
magnified to show markings.


