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international trade, the resources needed to finance investments required for
sustainable development may be impaired by this development and by tariff and
ntin-tariff impediments, including tariff escalation, limiting their access to
,export markets. [The removal of existing distortions in international trade
in agriculture is also essential. In particular, the achievement of this
objective requires that there be substantial and progressive reduction in
support and protection of agriculture - covering internal regimes, market
access and'export subsidies - in order to avoid inflicting large losses on the
more efficient producers, especially in developing countries.] or [The
agriculture sector, on which many developing countries depend to a
considerable extent, illustrates the potential for mutually supportive
initiatives aimed at trade liberalization and the introduction of policies to
make agriculture production more responsive to environmental and development

; needs. ]

6. The international trading environment has been affected by a number of
developments which have created new challenges and opportunities and which
have made multilateral economic cooperation of even greater importance. World
trade has cont'.nued to grow faster than world output in recent years.
However, the expansion of world trade has been unevenly spread, and only a
limited number of developing countries have been capable of achieving
appreciable growth in their exports. Protectionist pressures and unilateral
policy actions continue to endanger the functioning of an open multilateral
trading system, affecting particularly the export interests of developing
countries. Economic integration processes have intensified in recent years
and should impart dynamism to global trade and enhance the trade and
development possibilities for developing countries. In recent years, a
growing number of these countries have adopted courageous policy reforms
involving ambitious autonomous trade liberalization, while far-reaching
reforms and profound restructuring processes are taking place in Central and
Eastern European countries, paving the way for their integration into the
world economy and the international trading system. Increased attention is
being devoted to enhancing the role of enterprises and promoting competitive.
markets through adoption of competitive policies. The GSP has proved to be a
useful trade policy instrument, although its objectives will have to be
fulfilled, and trade facilitation strategies relating to electronic data
interchange (EDI) have been effective in improving the trading efficiency of
the public and private sectors. The interactions between environment policies
and trade issues are manifold and have not yet been fully assessed. An early,
balanced, comprehensive and successful outcome of the Uruguay Round of
multilateral trade negotiations would bring about further liberalization and
expansion of world trade, enhance the trade and development possibilities of
developing countries and provide greater security and predictability to the
international trading system.

Objectives

7. In the years ahead, and taking into account the results of the Uruguay

Round of multilateral trade negotiations, Governments should continue to
strive to meet the following objectives:
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