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(ir. Fields, United Stotes)

First, let us not wastc timec and ercrgy on procedural strugrles. The .
chemical weanons ¥oriinz Greup should be rc-estoblished and resume its
necotiations immcdiately. It is.the responsibility of the western delegations
to nominate this year's Chairman. £As you knov, imbassador MePncil has
agreed te assume th: Ch2ir under the rot=tion svstzui. Consultations on
other proccdural issues could be conductcd simultaneously. L2t us nct hold
up this vital work while we 2ttenrt te sort out othcr problens.,

Seconcly, lat us focus on the toush issues, vhich are the key to real
prorress towards a convention. Soie mAy argue that prosress could be made
by decling with the "easier" issues, or by drafting tre=zty texts on watlers
already asreed on in principle. Eut this would b2 a fruitlesc ciercise if
the key verification issues cannot b recsolved. Yo will not support a
diversion of effort away frou th2 real obhstacles to a convention. Before
tne drafting of actual treaty text czn be productive, an acceptable verification
and compliance franework must first be negotinted.

Thirdly, the chenical weapons Horlting Groun snoulc bs allowad te proceec
at its own pzc2. It should determine its owm sciaedula and not bz dependent
on the scnadules of other groups. ¢t is to be expectec in any serious
nezotiation that durinz some periods frequent meetings will ve needed, wviile
in other oeriods very informal consultations ~nd wor: within delegations will
be most productivi. The Uorkinz Group should have thc flexzibility to agopt
whatever schedule will best facilitate its work.

Fourthlv, the very useful innovatien of contact groups should be retzinecd
and refined to permit rclated issues tc be dealt with torether. For exaimple,
a method needs to tz found to deal simultaneously with all questicns related to
stockpiles -~ declarations, destruction and verification. Thes: issues are so
closely linlkec¢ that they cannct bc resolved in isolation.

Fifthly, more effective ways must be found to mn~izc use of technical expertisc.
Experience has shown that close interaction between technical experts and
diplomats is essantial. ihile therc will continuz to b2 2 need for discussions
which are prim-rily technicnl, the highest priority should bc fiven to
integrating political and technical considarations, perhzps within the framework
of the contzct groups. 4s part of tne wvork of these zroups, specific periods
should be planned, well in advance, for ccibined political-technical discussion
of issues on wnich technical advice is particularly important.

In closinz, I want to stress again what Vice-Presicent Bush said 2 few days
ago in this room. The goal of my Govcrnment is to climinate the threat of
chemical warfare by achieving 2 complete and verifiable ban on chemical weapons
as soon as possible. e urge cevery member of this Committee to join the
United States in intensive negotiations to ensurc that the possibility of
chemical warfarce is climinated for cver.



