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42, : The Commission had decided by majority vote that
some Royal troops existed in the two northern provinces
before and at the time of the Cease Fire of 6th August, 1954,
although it was not possible to find out either their
brecise strength or position. The fact is that before

the Cease-Fire, the military situation in these two areas
was extremely fluid and that neither of the High Commands
knew precisely where their men were, and if they did know,
they were not prepared to disclose the details. After

the Commission's pronouncement that the Royal forces did,
in fact, exist in the northern provinces prior to 6th
August, 1954, it was claimed by the 'Pathet Lao' that

they had no right to be there and that they should, there-
fore withdraw. The Commission decided that in the face

of these two conflicting interpretations of the Geneva
Agreement, there was no Possibility of either the
Commission agreeing on a common interpretation or both

the Parties accepting it., Yet the incidents and

clashes continued and it was obvious that irf they were

to be prevented, some solution, without affecting the legal
claims and liabilities of the Parties, had to be found.
Various solutions were examined by the Cormission, but

it became increasingly evident that, without both sides
agreeing to such a solution, no effective work could be done
or the declaration by the Parties made on 9th March, 1955,

implemented,

43, Accordingly, the Commission called upon both the
Parties to send their military delegations to Vientiane 2
and open talks with a view to arriving at a solution which
would ensure that military incidents did not take place,
After considerable delay and hesitation, the delegations

Cormission to assist the Parties informally at each stage
and keep the Commission informed of developments, These
talks are still continuing, and although some progress has
been made, the eventual solution is not yet in sight,




