
Canada's golden Olympians receive athlete-of-the-year honours for 1984

Three Canadien groupa - the Canadian
Press, representatives from The Toronto
Star and the Sports Federation of Canada
- have each presented their annual athlete-
of-the-year awards for 1984 and ail the rec-
pients were winners of gold medals et either
the winter or summer 1984 Olympic games.

The Canadien Press, the newsgathering
co-operative of sports writera and broad-
casters, selected swimmer Alex Baumann
as lits maie athlete of the year and diver
Sylvie Bernier as its femaie athiete of the
year. Both won with nerrow margins over
speed skater Gaetan Boucher and swim-
mer Anne Ottenbrnte. Hockey star Wayne
Gretzky, who has won the award for the lest
four years, pleced third.

Gaetan Boucher was selected winner of
The Toronto Star Lou Marsh Award and
athlete of the year by the Sports Federation
of Canada. Shooter Unda Thom was named
femele ethiete of the year by the federetion
while Alex Baumann was named junior male
athlete; Sylve Bernier, junior femaie athlete;
and the rowing eight team with Mark and
Mike Evans, Pat Turner, Grant Main, Dean
Crawford, Paul Steele, Blair Hom, Kevin
Neufeld, coxswain Brian McMahon and
coach Neil Campbell, were selected as
the teem of the year.

Canadlan Press winners
Alex Baumann, 20, of Sudbury, Ontario,
who esteblished two world and Olympic re-

cords et the Summer
Gamnes in Los Ange-
les ln 1984, received
the Lionel Conacher
Trophy, named after
Canade's ethiete of the
century as the Cana-
dien Press athlete of
the year. He is the firat
amateur to win the
Canadian Press award

Alex Bumann since the 19 78 selec-
tien of Graham Smith of Edmonton, Alberta,
who was mhe only other swimmer to top the
pol in its 52-yeer history. He's also only mhe
third amateur chosen in the pat 20 years.

Selected as Canade's fiag-bearer et the
Summer Games, Alex Baumann established
a record in the 200-metre indMvdual medley,
et 2:01.42 and in the 400-metre individuel
medley, his record Urne was 4:17.41. He
was the first Canadien to win an Olympie
swimmlng gold medel since 1912.

Some of the more recent honours Alex
Baurnann ha recelved include: reolpient of
government of Canada World Champion
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Award in 1982 and 1983; recipient of gov-
emment of Canada Sports Excellence Award
in 1984; and the province of Onterlo's maie
amhlete of mhe year for 1984. He was recently
appointed an officer in mhe Order of Canada,
the country's highest distinction.

Sylvie Bernier, 21 of Ste Foy, Quebec
received the Bobbie Rosenfeld Trophy-
as the Canadien Press female athlete of
the year. At the 1984 Summer Olympic
Gemes in Los Angeles she became Caneda's
first female diving gold medallist when

she won the wom-
en's 3-metre spring-
board event. Irene
MacDonald of Hamil-
ton, Ontario, who won
a bronze medal ln

S 1956, is the only
other female to win
an Olympic medl for
dMvng. Sylvie Bernier
has placed within the

syliesemer top three in most
of the 3-metre springboard diving competi-
tions she has entered over the past few
years. In 1983 she was first in e Canada-
US-Mexico meet and in 1984 she was first
et the Fort Lauderdale International.

She has received many awards for her
success in diving including 1984 top athiete
honours from the Aquatic Federation of
Canada, the Clty of Quebec and the Cana-
dien Amateur Dlving Association. She has
been appointed 1985 ambassadress for
International Year of Youth by Minister of
Fitness and Amateur Sport Otto Jelinek.

Runner-up formte Canadien Press awerd,
Anne Ottenbrite of Whitby, Ontario captured

the Olympic gold
medal et the 1984
Summer Games in the
200-metre breast-
stroke and became
the first Canadien
woman swimmer t0
take an Olympic gold.
She also won e silver
in the 1 QO-metre
breast-stroke and a

Anne Otienbrlte bronze as e member
of the Canadien women's 4x1 QO-metre re-
lay team et Los Angeles. She la the first
Canadien to win a set of gold, silver
and bronze medels in a single Olympics.

Among the many awards Anne Ottenbrite
has won for her excellence in swlmming
are the Canadien government Sports Ex-
cellence Award ln 1983 and 1984 and
an Ontario Award of Excellence in 1984.

She has been appointed a member
the Order of Canada and wilI receive hi
insignia on April 10, 1985.

Lou Marsh award
Gaetan Boucher, double gold medallist at t
1984 Sarajevo Olympics, narrowly edgE

out Alex Baumanfl
win the Lou Marsh ai
lete-of-the-year tr
phy. The Marsh awaE
first presented
1936, la named f
the former sports e0
tor of The Toronto S
and is open to ail Car

Sdian athletes - M
or female, amateur

Gaetan Boucher prof essional. WayI
Gretzky who finîshed third in the ballotili
won the award the previous two years.

Canada's greatest Olympic year W
started by Gaetan Boucher, 27, of Z
Hubert, Quebec when he won gold medi
in the 1 000- and 1 500-metre speE
skating races and a bronze medai in t
500-metre race at the Winter Games
Sarajevo. He was the team's flag bearer a
became the first Canadien maie to win a 0<
Winter Olympics medal since 1952.

Combined with the silver medal he, w
at the 1980 Games, Gaetan Boucher's f(
medais make hlm the most decoreted Cal
dian Olympien of ail time. He was induct
into the Canadian Sports Hall of Fame UP
his retumn from Europe, where he capped
Olympic triumphs with a world sprint chO
pionship. He was made a member of
Order of Canada in 1983.

As the Sports Federation of Caned
outstanding athiete for 1984, Gael
Boucher received the Norton Crowe AV/a

Ottawa's Linda Thom, who won Canad
first gold medal of the 1984 Summer Olý
Pics in Los Angeles on the opening dI
received the Velma Springstead Award
the top femele athlete of the year f rom'
Sports Federation of Canada. In a drami

one-point shoot-'
she won the g
medal in the womne
sporte-pistol evel1
new event in Olyril
competition. Lif
Thom's gold was
f irst won by Cen'

iat the Summer Gar
since 1968 and

+io~ flrst by a Canec
Unda Thm woman since 1 92


