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National productÎvity centre unites business and labour

The federal government wilI spend $27
million over the next four years to estab-
lish the Canadian Labour Market and
Productivity Centre, designed to bring
business and labour together for the f irst
time in almost a decade toi study pressing
economic problems.

The centre wîll be the first forum in
which management and trade unionists
can tackle long-term problems together.
It will examine how to împrove produc-
tivity in the public and private sectors
and assess labour market requirements
and employment growth in Canada.

The idea is to have business and labour
consult in order to create jobs, foresee
technological change, and devise schemes
to mitigate its effects.

The proposed centre will examine the
critical issues of productivity improve-
ment, labour market requirements and
employment growth in Canada. It will be
divided into two branches: the Produc-
tiuitv And Fmniovment Growth Branch.

which is to involve labour and business in
examining productivity in both the public
and private sectors; and the Labour
Market Branch which will examine the
supply and demand for key skills and
make recommendations to address these
issues.

The establishment of such a centre
is in response to an initiative proposed by
Finance Minister Marc Lalonde in bis
budget speech last April. In it, Mr.
Lalonde identified productivity and com-
petitiveness as critical issues for Canada.
"For recovery to be sustained in Canada,
and for real growth of our incomes and
our living standards to resume," he noted,
-vie must raise our sights beyond the
period immediately ahead of us. A broad
national effort is required over the re-
maining years of the décade to make sure
that Canada remains one of the most
productive, competitive and prosperous
economies in the industrialized world.
Our major trading partners wilI continue
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Announcing the creation of a new Labour Market and Productivity Centre are <from

left to rfight) Finance Minister Marc La/onde, Labour Minister André Due//et, Thomnas
d'A quino, president of the Business Counicil on National Issues and Shirley Carn, execu-
tive vice-president of the Canadian Labour Congress.
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