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Overdone Expressions.

London Tit-Bits recently offered a prize for the

best contribution on hackneyed termis 'used in,

writing and speaking, and bere is the winning

paper; it purports to be a law against tbe use of.

wvorn-oIit expressions:
Be it enacted by tbe King's mnost -excellent

Majesty, by and with the advice and consent ' of the

Long-Suffering and Sorely Afflicted Reading Pub-

lic, and by tbe Autbority of tbe samne, as follows:

i. Any journalist, litterateur, novelist, penny-a-

liner, or any otber ink-slinger, wbo, after tbe pass-

ing of this Act, shaîl write, print , or publisb, or

cause to. be written, printed, or publisbed, any. of

the' foll wing or similar hackneyed or over-used

phrases./tbat is to say, in alluding to tbe aw fui

mystery of deatb shall refer ta " tbat boumn fromn

wbence no traveller returns;" or, in mentioning a

deceased person, sball write of liim or ber as bav-

ing " sbuffled off tbis mortal coi1; " or, sball desig-

nate tbe condition of the unmarried as a ' state of

single blessedness," or speak of a, newly married

couple as "tbe bappy pair," or of a wife as " tbe

better baîf;" or sball deny by imnplicationý an indis-

putable scientific fact by asserting, tbe possibility

of a persan's being "'conspicuous by bis absence;"

or sball write witb profane pen tbe expressions, " a

sigbt for ( 'egods, " or "'a sigbit ta make angels
weep;" or' in reference to physical attributes or

peculiarities, sball use any of tbe follow-ing expres-

sions: " the bated breatb," " tbe buman formi

divine," " eagle glance," " magnetic gaze," "dilate&~

nostrils," " willowy form," "arcb sm ile," " daintily-

gloved. baud," " flowing locks," "golde trse,"

"delicately tinted'lips," " tbe inner man."

Or shahl speak -of 't1e Cipopular president," " the
courteous general manlager," "tbe genial secretarv,"Y

"tbe clqarming bostess," "a few well cbosen words,"
" the succulent bivalve," " the psychological mo-

ment," "« so near, yet s0 f ar," " last but not- leastl'

"~dull, sickening. tbud," " bis own inimitable

style," "aid Sol," " tbe gentie ligbt of tbe moan,"
"Ca cool million," or sball use any similar backneyed

expressions, sucb persan shaîl be guiltv of a mi's-

demeanar, and, being' tbereof colivWted by' public

opinion, shahl be _compelled ta pay away bis salary

tr, tbe Home for Old jokes, and the (linquent shahl

offer an ample .apology ta tbe public, and agree

ntver again ta infringe the provisionis of this Act.

2. Tbis Act may be cited as the Litcrary B3lack
List Act, 1903.

Give the grammatical construction of eadi itali-
cized word in 'the f<llowing sentences:

i. He struck the man dead.
2. He found the man dead.
3. The general ordered the soldiers to march.
4. The general ordered waiter to drink.
15. He went home.
6 . The man is here.
7. The boy is safe.
8. The girl is present.
9. She arriveil safe.

Io. I boug'ht a dozen sheep.
Ilt. I bougbt twelr'e siheep.
12. The fire burns low.
13. He stands six feet tail.
14. The tree stands six feet above the track.-

Western Teacher.

The Germnan government bas directed that the

study of English shall be an optional study in the

public sebools of Germany. This will dispiace

France as the preferred foreign language. The

niew policy, wbich has been under discussion for,

years, was adopted largely as the resuit of a me-

morial presented by the Dresden Schoolmasters'
Association. The memorial stated that English was

now more useful in bus'ness tban French, as it is

the most widely used civilized language in the

world. It also says that English is preferable

because it opens up a literature wbich is superior

ta the French, and because, being more nearly

allied ta the German, it is easier to learn.

A littie Rochester girl drew the picture Qf a dog

and cat on her "slafè, and calling ber motber's at-

tention ta it, said: " A cat ougbtn't to bave but four

legs; but I drew it witb six, so sbe could run away
f rom tbe dog."

How many of tbe teacbers wbo teacb in tbe coun-e

try scbools let the cbildren use tbe crumbs in tbeir

luncb boxes, for tbe purpose of coaxing juncoes,

whitecaps, kingbirds, and otber f riends of the

featbered tribe, and wbile tbey pick the crumbs,

tell tbe cbildren about tbeir babits?

Husband (on bis wedding tour)-I wa!nt rooms
for myseif and wife.,

Hotel Clerk-Suite?
Hus'band-Of course sbie is-perfeotly lovely; tbe

sweetest girl in tbe world.

"Age before beauty," said Fal ,staff, as he
attempted to enter before tbe prince. "No! Grace
before meat," said the prince gently, as he pusbed
him f rom bis pait."-Life.


