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Cming amnongat you, as I do this even-
ina stranger and sojourner, it is nlot

an oesy mnatter to find a subject
upon which I cýan speak te vonl
without presumiption. As the sub-
ifet of school hygien(e is one of the
iteg developmnents of preventive medicine.,
I prpseto deal with the relationship of

bcoo ygiene and xnedieal inspection
of sehool ehildren to the general publie
beaItb service and, attempt to show the
dloe interrelationship and vital connec-
tion whieh înust exist between them. 1
have eard it stated in England by per-

somignorant of the conditions, the scope
and the possibilities of the movement, that

mefial inspection of school childreu is
the lateut fad, founded upan the movement
towards a benign state socialism, and that

iti a d.ath blow to parental responsibili-
y for the physical welfare of their off-

prg.Those who make statements of this
kindbetry an ignorance of the trend of

cii goverument to-day and a refusai to
ackowidgethe tremendous possibilities

for omia] progress which niedieal inspec-
tion a*forda'

¶That "the ehild is father of the mnan" is
un ru of physical as of moral and intelc-

tual development, and we shall ail be in
ag"et when we state that at the

foundto! o ail true national progress
lim the problei of the child, its health and
«luction-

No higih ideal of citizensliîp can be at-
t&ne unles we direct our imost strenuous
efet to secuire a healthy elhuldhiood. We
May perhaps, this evening, regard our-

gevgas stand.ing upon some exoterie exn-
ïuene *bence we can survey the whole
gtrm of child-life, floving as a river froin
ita tiny beglnnlng in the cradle to the great

.es ofindustrial life. It is o! no avail to
atm totepurify a streain if the source
beaplited oee except by purifying the
mue.The ehild must be the centre of
ineetand bis well-being the end and

xim o reform. If we look hack upon the
evolutio anid developinent of the public

health service, we cannot fail to reco-gnize
that there has been a reakbeshifting
of the centre of gravity in the attitude of
Boards of llealth f romi the conisideration
of the environment to the considerattîi of
the îndividual, Medical liealth officýers
are to-day lms concerned with probiemai or
water supply, sewage disposai, etc., than
with the attempt to grapple with the infant
mortality, the prevention of tuberculosis
and zymotie disease. In this regard of
the individual, medical inspection is, de-
stined te play an iucreasingly important
part, its foundation must therefore rest
upon the broad basis of public health, as
an integral part of the great nexus of aine-
liorative agencies which are at work. T]' he
sehool lies Midway between the state and
the home, and il is through the school that
il is niost feasible to reacli the homne, to
gauge its condition, and to remove to somne
extent at any rate, the exil resuits of those
conditions. It is, morever, the training
ground of the parents of the future anid
the seeds of intelligent instruction sowui
here will fructify and yield a harvest of
health for future generations. At present
only too olten 'The hand thiat rockls ilie
eradle wrecks the world." Speaking of
conditions ini England, thec external en-
viroument has been improved beyond ail
knowledge wîthin thic Isst fiftY years, and
the diseases whîihwr assoc1itedl withi
environment have Iargely vanlishced. Ty-
phus, relapsing fever, enteric lever, ialar-
ia, and even svarlet lever hiave vanished or
have been largely reduced in frequiency
and severity; yet our infant r-r
tality has reinained the saine year ini
and year out, thus proving that the causes
which produce our highi infant inortality
rate are less envi roumiental1 than persona],
and are due to conditions in the homes
and habits of our pe(op)le. This is clearly
seen by a comparison between the various
miortality rates of rural and uirban dis-
trictsq, or, stili better, between thec rates of
different areas in the saine city.
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