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THE UNIVERSITY ROWING CLUB.

ST is witlî a great deal ai pleasure that we publisb in
anather columon a lettor fromr Mr. \V. H. Bunting,

BAa graduate of 1892, mien1 tl]c subjeot of the for-
mation of a rowing club in connectian \Vitli the Uni-

versity. To thase who were present at the meeting beld
in th3e gyminasiumn a wee< or so ago, this further enlighiten-
nient upon the niatters, there discusscd, wvill he pcrbiaps
urlnecessary ; but wc hope thraugh this medium ta reach
the absentees upan thiat occasion, among whoin we are
certain that there are very many wlo will become decply
interested iii the proposaI. Mr. Buîîting, during bis rînder-
graduate career, wvas captain of tl]e Rugby Football Club,
doing muclb ta place it uIpoI) its prescrnt stable basis. Since
bis graduation lie lias been praminently cannectcd witb
that branch of sport in tbis city, wbîch lie is nowv trying ta
bave fostered in aur midst. Hc tlîus speaks fromi a vcry
intimiate acquaintance bath witb the merits of rowing and
with aur athîctie needs. Presentcd by anc whase words
should bear sncbi wcighit in the matter, we trust tbat the
idea will at least be taken iat a tborougbi cansideration.
When we bave iii nîw ranks plenty of men, wbo, if the
means werc afforded, would use for the benefit of ibis in-
stitution that skill wiih the aar wbich they bave displayed
in conneciion with non-acadernic organizations, ibere 15 no
reason why we sbould nlot take advaniage of thieir ahility
and iheir willingncss. Further, there are miany men
among us wbo have ahl the requlisiteS for the making of
fine aarsmen, if an oppartunity is but given of cleveloping
their latent powers in this direction. We thus in the for-
mation of tbis club would nai only be increasing the repu-
tation of the athletic side of aur colloge life, but we would
be aiding this branch of aibletics, deserving as il is, and
improving mucb tbe general physical condition of aur
undergraduates.

Nc (10 not think that our students always regard ath-
letics in quite the proper spirit. There are some who err
in one extrenic and sonie ini another. Nobady who reflects
at ail upon the function of a university, denies that the
main abject for which a man pursues a coIIege1ý course is
to obtaiîî that learning, tlîat educational training, which it
is generally supposeci a unzversit)? alforcis. But tlîis is
not ail. There are many advantages ta bc obtained in
cou nection with our life boere, for which aur application ta
whatever branch of study lve adopt, is flot at ail responsi-
hie. \Vbo would consider the houirs spent in that social
life, s0 peculiar a universîty's, as lost ? It is a mighty edu-
cativc influence which sprlngs fromi this constant and
failiiar intercourse witli men of ane's own age andl con-
dition. And yet xvc have, we regret ta say, undergradu-
ates wlîao are so completely absorbed jr] the task af taking a
high place in tbe class Iist that tbey are unable ta recognize
that college life lias mare thani ane side ta it. It is for the
most part in this class, with sonie very notable exceptions,
that those are faund who regard athletics withi indiffer-
ence, who (Ia flot seemi ta consider it as an essential, bath
in tlheir own and in the Universitv's life. Ta tbem mind is

eryine porbd 1ahn. It is ta these that a cer-
tain very 01(1 adage should be brouglit home, concerning a
young lad, witlî a very faîniliar namne, who was in bis day
wbat mî nt0W be terrned a downright Il plug,' xvbo did
flot believe in athletics for oce thing, and wbo ended up
by nat heîng as brigbt as many of those who less persist-
cntly applie d tbemselvcs. We need nat dwcll boere upon
a man's duty ta biis plîysical. nature. We have anly ta
draw attention ta the various brilliant young livos, which
have in recent times heen but short, but a short timo after
graduation, as a rcsult of wbat was undaubtedly a neglect
of the nccds of the hadily frame. Wc do niot believe tliat
this neglect is as persistent among us as it xvas at one
timoi, but there is still much room for impravement.

The reactioîî in recent ycars in college life an this
continent bias ccrtainly beon, in recont years, in favor of a
wider devehopmient in athlctics. We carinot but wclcome
this as a change, whicb bias undoubtedly donc muIch ai.
rcady ta increase the vigar of the colhege ma'n, mentally,
as weIl as pbysically. But there is a great danger in carry-
ing the inovement too far. There is a class, happily, nat
very numierous xvitli us, who stand in need of reproof, quite-
as muiicli as those wha neglect athletics altogether. It is
com1)osed of those who devoto their time and attention ta
the different branches of sports and pastimes ta an alto-
gethier unwarrantable extont. Instead of giving over only
ane's leisure lieur ta mattors in connection with athieties,
tbese are given a man's wholc attention. As a conse-
quenco, we bave the Amerîcan comic papers depicting the
American gradriate as a man of splondidly developed
muscle and very diminutive intellectual capacity. 0f
course, this is ta a great oxtont a caricature, but one can-
flot denv that thero are certain tendencies which go ta
justify it. In fact, in saine American colleges, matters
bave gone s0 far, tbat it lias beon found necessary ta pro-
hibit places an college teams ta those wha are seen ta be
Sa engrossed witb atbletic matters as ta neglect everything
olse. Should it flot be aur duty ta try and suppress any
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