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true worth and value. But if a nation lapses altogether to an inbalanced

learning it aise will wither and die; it must have a solid physical basis. It is

fair for us to consider then that xvherever nations have risen to greatness these

two elements have been conjoined.

Let us turn from that general proposition to see what have been the out-

standing features of the groxvth on the North Amiericani continent. Here we

have a country wvhose civilization dates back soine three liundred years, and

which has been planted and has grown in a way absolutely uniparalled in

history. 'Ne have had here a pecuiliar struggle, a struggle with the primieval

wilderness by men armec with ail the implenients of civilization, brought

frorn Europe.
'Ne should expect that tunder these condlitions, since flic mental equipnlient

liad already l)een brotight, wc shotuld find here the progressive evolution of a

people with a very highly developed i achînie-like efflciency. In other words

we should expect to find a hlvl progressive. practical people, xvith a mnarked

tendency to organization and a rapidity an(l case of organization. In such

a civilization there would be none of those lingering vestiges of the past, such

as we see in Europe. Nothing here antedates the fifteenth century. There

would be nothing, for example, in the shape cf a leisuire and more or less

superfinous class. And there would consequently be a certain mlental free-

dom from tradition and bias, and perhaps an over-great tendency to accept

new ideas.
VVheli we start. therefore, fromn this tendcncy, this freedomi froru the past

and this eagerness for the future, we canl easily trace the development of our

eduicational standards. The idlea cf practical cfficicncy, for one thing, has

partially over-balanced a systemi cf great mental worth. Wheniever you

speak cf letters or any part cf the werld within, yen will se that in these

things America lias neyer risen te the ralik cf the 01(1er lands. Whlen we

thilik cf the history and dcvelopiient cf this continent it becomles a il-atter cf

wen(lerlnent that we have madle se thin a contribution to the thought cf the

world and te its literature, especially in the inetccnth century. Ouir eduica-

tional system we must admit, in the w-hole demain of literatuire and art, has

fallen far below the Euirepean standards. Figures show that we can read

and write better than any people in the wcrld, and we have machines that canl

write faster than we can, more cf themi thian any other people ever tliought

about. But if eue were to look over a library cf ten thousaud bocks here in

Amierica, (I had the oppertunity cf making this test net long ago), takiug

even orily the bocks written during the last century, lie would find that nine-

teuths cf the books read by tue people cf North America bave net been writ-

ten by tliemi. Vie are net a niew country, in the sense that we are stili

struggling for a living. Vie have hiad the public school with us lcnger thanl

any othier country in the world. But look over any list cf great authors and

artists and yenl will fiud very, very fcw Aniiericans.

Let us see whetlier upon investigation we can find anything iii our cdu-

catiornal systemn that 5eems neot te be inaking ii tlie righit direction. 1 think


