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CURRENT TOPICS.
b]uizsri manly Canadian must. have
Yo llnto lean? that certain members of
&!en:er !’eglmetfts have been guilty of
N 88 of chc'ea.tmg at the rifle ranges.
fracety) ¢ connection with such other dis-
timg 4 acts as those brought to light some
Civ ncej of wholesale personation in the
. ::::ce' examinations, to say nothing
AV fng, :glou of roguery which seems to
dy g cted the Pablic Works and other
tog e Mty of the public service, there is
POlitl“easmT to fear that our educational
Yeaggy " .‘?Ql institutions are for some
Claggeg o: ll‘l‘ng to produce, unmixed, the
e, °°nst‘men, high-minded men,” who,
itute the material out of which
gy nie can b formed.  While no
be spared to correct the defects
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in the systems in question, which make such
results possible, it is evidently of the first
importance that the authorities, politi-
cal, judicial and military, shoald put the
proper brand of reprobation upon all such
baseness. This reminds us that it is about
time to ask what has been, or is being done,
to visit with condign punishment both the
personators and those who were 80 base a8
to employ them, in the examinations re-
ferred to. There can be no doubt that
stern justice meted out impartially to the
doers of such dishonorable deeds becomes a
powerful educator of the public conscience
in regard to such matters.

The tendency to extremes is the beset-
ting weakness of republicanism, especially
French republicanism. But a few years
ago, France was baing congratulated by all
the more liberally disposed on-lookers, on
the supposed fact that her revolutionary
crisis might be regarded as past, and the
stability of the Republic assured. To-day
political wiseacres are baginning to whisper
ominously their suspicions that the end of
French republicanism may be near. But
the other day, the sympathy of the civilized
world was hers, in the hour of her great
gorrow, and many were admiring the dig-
nity with which her statesmen set about
supplying the place of the murdered Presi-
dent, and taking care that no harm should
come to the Republic. To-day finds her
new Government forcing through the As-
sembly a measure 8o restrictive of the lib-
erties of press and people, a measure cloth-
ing the few men at the head of affairs with
powers so arbitrary, that the fears and pas-
gions of many patriots are aroused, and one
can almost catch the breath of revolution
in the air. Foreign statesmen are looking
on with astonishment at the folly of the
rulers who have missed so grand a chance
to enlist the patriotism of all classes in be-
half of wise and energetic measures for
guarding the safety of the nation against a
most atrocious band of assassins, and have,
instead, brought upon themselves the exe-
crations of tha multitude. What will the
Government do with the terribly drastic
legislation now they have succeeded in pass-
ing it, is being asked with bated breath.
To enact it by main force and then fail to
use it will mark them as imbeciles. To en-
force such despotic deprivation of liberty,
will be to shake the nation to its centre—
perhaps to pave the way for a dictator.

JES———-

Whatever may be the outcome of the
tariff-struggle now going on in the Ameri-

can Congress, Canadians will be dull pupils,
indeed, if they do not lay to heart the many
valuable truths such an object-lesson 80
plainly teaches. It and the whole series of
events which have led up to it and grown
out of it, have, we believe, impressed most
of the thoughtful amongst us with a conviec-
tion of the general puperiority of our own
political system. Among other lessons it
is well adapted to impress upon the minds
of onlookers, the danger resulting from a
system of high protection is one of the
most valuable. The real source of the
difficulty is, it can hardly be denied, in the
results of that system. Those results are
just what any clear-headed political-econo-
mist might have predicted, and what many
have again and again predicted. So many
immensely wealthy individuals and corpo-
rations, trusts and monopolies, have been
created by the system and have immense
interests at stake in it3 continuance, that
the nation is no longer gelf-governing. The
people no longer rule. Ithas so far availed
nothing that a great majority of the most
intelligent and most industrious citizens
have become convinced that the system is
unjust and ruinous, and ought to be reform-
ed. Their utmost efforts, resulting in &
great victory at the polls two years ago, have
so far proved powerless to secure the Reform
legislation "to which the victorious party
was most solemnly pledged. The trust, the
monopoly, and the money have, thus far,
proved too strong for the will of the major-
ity. We may hope to see the freedom-
loving instincts of the people eventually
triumph, but the nation is being rent and
half-ruined in the contest. Surely every
thoughtful Canadian can draw the moral.

Ia view of what is transpiring in Fraace
many will be disposed to think that Lord
Rosebery, after all, may have been wise in
declining to entertain Lord Salisbury’s Bill
for the restriction of alien immigration. It
is extremely desirable to discriminate care-
fully between theoretical socialism and
practical thuggigm. So long as the sym-
pathies of the Radicals and Sacialists can be
kept enlisted on the gide of law and order,
the nation is tolerably safe. ~Any extreme
legislation which, in addition to smacking of
national panic, tends to arouse the resent-
ment of those who are advocating change,
however revolutionary, by constitutional
means, and possibly to enlist their sympa-
thies on behalf of those who may be harshly
dealt with on mere suspicion, must inevi-
tably do more harm than good. The ques.
tion of the desirability of heroic legislation




