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eudýs Of ijfe by multitudes, there is îîappiîy ano)ther ide to
th" PiCture Of modemn tendencies. It may be true that
Ocrer before i11 tbe bistory of the world was se mucli
hunia 0 energy devoted to the pursuit of either the sordid
"r th" frivolou,. But it is, we believe, oqually true that
iever before was the attention of so large a percentago of

the People of aIl classes devoted te serious thouglit, or
Philanthiropiic effort. if anyone is incline I to doulit
Whetlier the present age can compare in egr;estness and
StablitY itb former times, let sucb an one note carefully
the discussions i11 tbe periodical and other literature of the
daY Of the old but ever-living questions of truth and duty.
Let bim, furtber note what titne and labour and sympathetie
attention are beîng bestowed upon thie study of various
Ldu1cationiai and sociological questions. We miglit sîso
Point te evening schools, and to university extension andToynbee Hall movements-the latter are, we are- glad to
~ee, beginning te take root in the United States, wbero they
ahould flnd a most congenial soil. Thie multiplication of
,"inrer sicools and summer sessions of colleges and univer-
8iie8 aflord anotlier indication of the growing demand for
OPPortunitiea for improving spare moments and bolidays
hy Crbnn intellectual witb physical recreations. OurCotnto bn .

atenin sjust now directed to this subject by the prospec-
tus of a summer scbool in a new and special aphere wbidli
lie, before us-the:' School of Applied Ethica," whicb is to
Il.old 't' irst session, beginning July lat and continuing
sI en d(, at lymout, Mass. "The matter to be pre-

l'as been," we are told, Il selected witb regard to tbe
ats Of clergymen, teacliers, journaligts, pila'nthropists,

andother4, wo are now seeking careful information upon
Uegreat thPee of Ethical Sociology." Tbe subjecta of

Of it on include departments of Economic.4, Iistory
f eions and Ethîcs. These tliree departments are to
resetively un'ler the charge of Professors H-. C. Adams,

-Of the University of Michigan, C. H. Toy, of Har-
vard liversîty, and Felix Adler, Plil)., of New York.

~lit of sulijects and lectures is full and compreben4ive.
Taiso iing intereat, whicb are at the present day

leee"iv.ng the attention and study of many of the best
t 411kes ndthe foremost philantbropists, are toelbe dia-

th d by mn nany of w}lom are well known as amonigthe 'O n t is continent, are best qualified to discuss
and e T 0 ovement strikes us as one of great interet,

-esbOuld not 1)0 surprised if suminier schools for the
5PCca1 discussion of questions of applied ethica and Sociol-
~~geu"ral]ysbhould becomie comimon in the near future.

ife e aooî5 cannot fail to be useful in the highest sense,
liyfroni tlie fact that tbey tend toe(direct attention te

in a abees and to stimulate thought and erquiry
0G rJ to cul. It seema to us open te question

of , t1hCrogramine before us may not err on the ide
f ngt 00 uli. We are inclined te think that if there
foer formaI lectures and courses of lectures, eveni

r otes Or of the biglest standing, and ampler provision
etie disusi 0o, the end in view migit lie still more

ie 3prouîîoted, Perhaps the samne remark miay hold
iin relation te aIl the aummer achools.

NOW that the Pope's Encyclical bas beon publisbed in
that fîî .in t i5 country, justice compels the admission

wht h8tthe juil fgeneralities adplatitudes
1lrat cablegrarm; led us to suspect. It proves to~astrong and able document, dealing in a spirit of

ritet sd surprising liberality with the great probleml
ie netay.-t eIndustrial qeto.The HlyFather

(Jerta r1lt) indeed, throw mucli new liglit upon the subject.
tvils .be fails te make clear the way in whicb the great
b e.tw I Je e graphically describes are to lie remuved
of ther the Churcli or the State, or by the unequal union

re ýOWhich ho no doulit regards as their only proper
ta OI aci other. At the outset lie combats vigor-top e t doctrine of State socialism, whicb is beconiing s

idabl a foe te the established order in Europe. Hie
Ilvoas hi 18f"fi rat and most fadamnta. rincip-le" the

%t t ,Iit o private property. To deuiy this is to strike
Of h- est interests of every wage-earner by robbing him
qtte. Persanal liberty and taking away bis spur to effort,l'Jorat.
tipi ng bis character in the procesa, and breaking in
r efr tIl amily* relations, which are the basais of social

lii 4 tte socialisai would, in short, end in theeIl level-t
doal w- of ail to the samne condition of misery and dis-

With all this we are very familiar, also witb the
Vet 8la~asurances that toil and suffering, riches and1
tyte' are a part of the common lot, and must lie se to
fi h chtecig do nlot surprise us ; we expect to

iu the Encyclieal. Wliat does surprise us asi

emanating from the Vatican is what follows. The Pope
freely admits that the workingmen are suffering gros
injustice; that under modemn conditions they are not
receiving a fair share of the producta of their toil, and
that not only the Churcli but the State lias a duty to dis-
charge in the matter. The part assigned to the Churcli
does flot difler materially from the teachings of (ibriatians
of every name. The ricli man may bave a riglit to the
possession of bis monoy, but lie bas not a riglit to use it as
ho pleases. Ho must not Il consider bis outward posses-
sions as his own, but as common to al." This is no doulit
good Scripture doctrine, and were it acted upou by ail, the
Labour Problem would cease to exiat, and society would
rapidly approach the millenial condition whidli His Holi-
nesbas before warned his readers is now and ever will bce
unattainablo in this world. 'rhis too is famîliar enough.
Tlie real difficnlty comes when the Pope goes on to saaynot
only that hours of labour should lie shortened ; that the
labour of women and chldren should lie limitod and rogu-
latod, that wages sliould lie made Ilenougli to support the
wage-earner in reasonable and frugal comfort," but that if
ail this cannot lielirouglit about othorwise, it sbould bce
done by thie State. AIl tbis may bie true and riglit. We
are not jnst now affirming or denying the riglit of the State
to interfero in sncb matters. But wbat becomes of the
anti-social principles laid down so carefully at the outset?
The question of the right of the State to interfere is
redîîced after ail to a more matter of social or moral
oxpediency. But when once the State begins to restrict
freedom of contract, to regulate hours of labour, to pre-
scribe minimum rates of wages, and so forth, who shal
draw the line to limit its movoments, or stay ita interfer-
ence ? Has flot His Holineas neutralized bis own funda-
mental principle, rangod bimself unmnistakably on the aide
of the new Political Economy, and in s0 doing given
another illustration of the drift of the tide of tondency
which seems everywhere to ho setting in the direction of
that very State socialisi lie so earnestly deprecates?

T H-E recont reports of the managers of the leading banka
-- in Ontario and Qucbec give on the whole a mucli

more cncouraging view of the atate of business in the coun-
try during theoIsat year, and a more hopeful ontlook for
the future, than many bad expected. So far as the earn-
inga and deposits of these institutions are reliable indexes
and they certainly are Bo to a large extent, the state of the
country is on the whole encouraging. A net profit of
over three and a-quarter millions dividcd anion- nine
hanks, and a grand total of deposits amounting te the
handsome figure of eighty-two millions, prove beyond
question that at least some classes, and pretty large classes,t
of the people must ho fairly proaperous. [n order to lief
able to judge witb greater accuracy of the full significance
of these figures, one wonld need to know by whomi the
deposits are chîefiy made, and especially to wbat extent
the farmers are represented amongst them. The chief
causes which lave led many to taire a somewlist gloomy
view of the situation are two-fold. Firat, it is well known
by ail who have business relations of any kind with thet

country districts that nany of the farmers complain bit-1
terly of the liard times, and deplore their inability to raiso
money to meet even their newspaper suliscriptions sud'
similar smaîl obligations. Probably the true explanationC
is that suggested by Mm. Hague, manager of the Mer-r
chant's Bank, wbo says that while in some districts the'1
farmers are undoaitedly having a trying experience, in8
many others tliey have done well and are prospering. '[o
what extent their general prosperity will lie affected by
the McKinley tariff will ho btter known a year hence.
The other circumstance which lias tended to give ise int
many minds to the impression of whidli we speak is the
fact that so many of our people, the yonng in particular,
have crossed and are constantly crossing the liues to seekt

thoir fortunes in the great Republic. Sncb a movoment iss
to a certain extent inevitable, we suppose, in the case of ac
amaller and poorer people living on the borders of a great'
and wealtby nation. It is the part of wisdom and ofr
patriotism to take the full encouragement wbicb the bank1
statistics, sud the words of their experienced and far- 1
seeing managers, are adapted to give, and at thie same time8
to use ahi diligence to discover and to adopt the very best1
metbods availalile for promoting a stili groator develop-
ment of aur resourcos, and a more rapid growth of our
population in the future.

Mon say of women wliat pleases them ; women do witli
mon what pleases themn.-Segur.

'lu';R 2ftb, 1 ýý1 .1
473

OTTA WA LETTER

T HE new Premier bas declared himself, and lias struckî the key-note of bis future action witb 1n0 uncertain
sound. His speech in the Senate, followed up by Sir
Hector Langevin's announcenient in the House of Comn-
nions, that Ilthe policy which has bitherto guided the
fil>ralConnservative party will lie carried out," suflciently
indicates that the Calinet is prepared to work harmoniou8ly
to that end. The unavoidable delay in making this
announcement lias greatly exercised the patience of the
Opposition, and, their wish being father to their thought,
the columns of their journals have been filled witb antici-
patory rejoicings over the coming (4overniment collapse.
We know to wbat straws drowning men will dling, but
after the testinony freely borne by men of every shade of
opinion as to -Mr. Abbott's peculiar fitness for the position
lie now holds, it seemis strange that it did flot dawn on the
minds of the writers of these brilliant and epigrammatic
articles that because of that fitness the consolidation,
iüstead of the disintegration, of bis party must ensue as a
matter of course. The colleagues of the late Premier are
now his colleagues, an d they will work together on the old
lines which were laid down for tbem by one Ilwho being-
dead yet speaketh."

That the crisis in the political history of Canada which
seemied imminent even a few days ago bas been safely
tided over was convincingly proved by the large attendance
at the caucus lield last week. The entire Conservative
party attended it, with scarcely an exception, and a fulI
delegation from the Senate joined tbeir voices with those
of ministers and members in cheering to the echo their
new leader and assuring himu of their entire confidence.
Sucb a spontaneous and unreserved tribute of the kind
has not for many years been paid to any statesman at
wbat we may caîl the outset of lis career, for, of course,
this is an entîrely new departure for the former leader of
tbe Senate. In spite of bis modest and deprecatory
remark8 as to being tbe least obnioxious of possible prime
ininiste-rs, it is certain that lie has the diplomnatic instinct
which bas enabléd himi to seize the mot d'e nine of the
liresent state of tbings, which miiglit have escaped a poli.
tician of more brilliant parts but of ies4 insight and diacre-
tion '[lhe only dissatistied miember of the Cabinet at
present is the Secretary of State, who continues to urge
bis claimi to the portfolio of i-uilways and Caials. '[his
bas been refused to limi, as it would seriously complicato
the policy of conciliation in other directions, and if lie is
as mucb of a philosopher as ho ouglit to be, be will con-
sole himacîlf with the axinîn of bis compatriot, Il PTou vient
à? quÀ sait<dC(l'.

'Plie sultriness of tbe weatber lias not as yet mitigated
tbe beat of argument wbichlibas licon rather notably dis-
played on one or two occasions lately. Mr. Davies, of
Prince Edward Island, who is always thirsting for informa-
tion, and usually demnands it, as it were, at the point of
the bayonet., upbraided the Coverniment witb delay in
pusbing on thte'Jarte-MWcreevy enquiry, and demanded
witli a good (bal of excitemient an explanation front the
Governnient or froin the Chairman of the Privileges Coin-
mittee. Sir Johin Thompsoit replied witb more warintb
than lie usually allows biniiself. '[ie irrepressible momber
for Queen's at once scized the opportunity of giving that
tu. quoqîue character to the debate whicbi distinguisbes bis
utterances, and thougli hoe was baclted up by the Leader
of the Opposition, the Minigter of Justice had the last
word, demnonstrating that thougli the enquiry in question
was a most grave and important one, there liad been a
still more pressing matter at issue during the last few
days-the formation of the Cabinet --wbicb naturally took
the first place in the attention of the Government.

Monday was a field-day in the House of Commons.
The 'leader of the Opposition, who bad heen prevented fromu
opening bis batteries on the (lovernment last Friday,
seized thle earliest opportunity, directly the orders of the
day bad been called, of making bis attack. it was unex-
pected by the public at large ; Monday being a private
membera' day, but anyone who aaw Mr. Laurier in the
House on Friday must have felt sure that lie was primed
and loaded and ready to go off. His speech was a good
one, but perbaps bad rather less of that suggestion of
Ireserve force " tban usual, and bis accusations against the

Govertiment of disiýgeýnuousness and needless delay in the
avowal of their policy were indefinite. Wlien lio came to
the more personal question of the choice of a Premier, lie
certainly str-ack a wrong chord in alluding to Mr. Abbott's
heartstrings as being bound to the C.P.R. Railway, even
tboîîgblie had severed lis pecuniary connection therewitli.
Sir John Thompson, in the inest speech hbclias made this
session, dîd not fail to seize every weak point in bis
opponent's logic, and playâd upon the Ilheartstrings " with
especially good effect. The force of the very dignifled and
manly tribute lie paid to the cliaracter and efficiency of
the Premier was heigbtened by a quotation from the Hon.
Mr. Power's speech at the opening of the Senate, in which
lie, tbougb a Liberal, expressed in unstinted terms bis
approbation of the choico of a Leader made by Hia
Excellency. A long and animated debate followed, lasting
until early t bis (Tuesday) mornitng in whicb the Hon. Mr.
Costigan and Mr. Hazen distinguisbed thomselves by very
forcible speeches ; and wben the division was taken at
1.23 a.m., tliere was a Government majority of 20. The
Opposition, beaten once more, liad to console tlieslves
by welcoming the returned prodigal, Mr. Joncas, of Gaspe,
who lias unaccountably been straying into the Governnient
Lobby since the beginning of the session.


