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EDITORIAL COMMWENT.

Thue London Tablet's leader on the
Venezuela question is printed bere as a
specimen Of judicial caimness lu the
midst of hie shricks Of two nations. The
editor of the lablet, thougb a staunch
Tory, is able to enter loto the ipinds of
Americans and put himself in their
plaee. He is too sure of bis admitted
loyalty to think liimself obliged to boast
of it. Nor is lie afraid to blame bis own
leader, Lord Salisbury. for Dlot accepting
tbe proposed arbitration. Well were it
if sente of our A mericari Catitolic o,
temporaries, %ilo are just now makinuz
theinselves supremely ridiculous by tbeir
clanîors for war, would take a leaf Irom
the admirablv written andi charitably
conceived article in the great metropol-
itan weeklv.

The reports printed li another coluinnj
of the Edmonton Catbolics' address and i
Of Hie Grace" reply bear on their face
the evidence that the laity are flot a whit

ebehind the clergy in denouncing the
treatment Catbolic 8cbools are receivingN
in thie Nortbwest Territories. lit fact,g
the aditress of the laity la niuch moreî
scathing tlîan the Arcbbisbop's reply. c
The former says "the present school os-s-
terr of the Territories le basied upon a1
false and abominable principle," "4is a
gross violation of the natural and God
given rigbts o! parents," je "iltolerable"1
and begs Hie Grace to aid the Catholics
"in freeing tbeinselves trom the f'tters
placed on tbem by the scbool ordinance
,of 1892." Surely, this is stronger lang ]

Uage than any used by the Arcbbielio4j.
A&nd yet, as if this bon est report was tooti

fair, thie Calgary Herald suppressed alS

allusion to the addresa and blamed Mgr.9

Langevin for baving painfully eurprisedb

bis listeners by an uncalled for tirade. t

Ail that His Grace said was euggested t

anid distinctly called for by the indign ant r

proteet of the !aity.h
ti

LT RfFrida te ra ree ul !be .

)Y outstripped the formier in agricultuiral
inproX'enents, snicb as the spread of
creaineries and cîteese factories. News-
papers are supposed to be a sigu of pro.
gre s. Well, La Presse of Monîreal, a
French C(atliolic paper, lias a wider circ-
ulation titan any other paper iu the Dom-
inion, wider even titan tîtat of the Star,
whose readers are largely Catholie, and
wlîich aîso, thrives iu tue "stagnant"
province. Am regards intelligence, cult-
ure aind refinement o! a Itigli order are
more general !il Quebec titan ini aîîy
other part ef Ca nada. The oh] province
contains more college men iii proportion
tu its population tItan any other region of
America and perltaps ef Europe, and the
curriculum of its collages is, tîtougli les
slîowy, mnuch more substantial and elav-
ating titan the cramming and multiform
smattering of non-Catîtolie colleges. Net
long ligo Principal Grant gave a list of
faîneus livin>g Frenîch Catiadians al
traitied lu the "stagnation and retro-
gression"' of Qntelbec. Our own Arolh-
iIsiop, quite lately in bis reply toelthe
Edmonton address, queted a Manitoba
inambar as sayingtltat Catholic members
of Parliametît were suparior to Protestant
members in education. But, alas! none
are so blind as titose wlîo refuse to see.

Mr. Ewarts pamphlet iu reply te Mr.
liVade's comes lu the nick of timie. A
glance at it shows that it is, like every-
thiug Mr. Ewart writes, concise, convinc-
îng, crushiiîg. To set off Mr. XVade'a
titie page quotatien from Victor HuLgo
Mr. Ewart prints a mest apposite anîd
telling passage from Lord Salisbury. It
would ha difficult te present in a more
striking manner the contrast between the
two pamphlets. Victor Hugo le the
worst possible authbority on any question;
literary insanity is bis forte; no man of
judgment or faste would tltink of quoting
bis testimony ou any subjeet; at best be
might, witb pardonable indulgence, be
called, as Lamartine called blm, qthe
sublime cbild," a creature ef impulse and
passion. The passage from titis energu-
men, whiclî Mr. Wade qîtetes, le a typ-
!cal specimen of foundationless tant, tha
ravîing cf an apostate Catholie ruined by
prodigious pride. The Marquis of Salis-
bury, on the conlrary, la a master ef
sane andi vigoreuis tiîought and language,
more terrible te lis onemies by what hie
sava tlint eveîî by tMe trencitatt words
in wlîich lie says it. No mart is more
justly and apprepriatelv quotable than
lie, and few et lis many terse and really
deep sayinge are wiser and better ex-
pressed than thaeuoe Mr. Ewart bias
chosen. Hugo le a mnad peet, a fool,
whose influence tends te epoil and de-
grade the Frencht language. Salisbury
is a Wise, strong statesînan, iu whom
clearnesa et thouglît is eustained by
strengtlî of will. As Hugo jiet suite Mr.
Wade, se Salisbury just suits Mr. Ewart.

"A DECLARATION OF W&R."1

The Catholic layînen of Edmonton, in
an address presented te His Grace, Mgr.
Langevin, during bis visit te Mgr.i
Grandin, have "declared war" agaito
the Masonic programme of D. J. Geggi n,
which hias for its aim the destruction of t
lie Catholîc, character of the separatei
schools in the Northwest Territories.
There is ne uncertain sound in the 3
anguage of this address. It shows that t
lie Catholica of the Northwest Terri- i
tories have a grievance lu educational E
nattera, imuch more dangerous becausa N
less brutal and more treacherous than t
the grievance lu Manitoba. Iu Man- i:
itoba the brutal directness of the attack r
n the inoritv is seflaran astef

a correspondent signing Elva. The bur- jdafeat its objeet, willa lu the Territories
dan of thiasllly performance was that the tliing is doule with scient o lw
the intelligence and pregress o! Ontarie
and Manitoba sbeuld ba forced upon tha
stagnation and ratrogi-ession o! Qiebec.
Now itse bappexte that the !acts ara daad
against Elva. Thera le vastîy more in-
telligence and more real progi-ase lu Que-
bec titan lu itiier Ontario or Manitoba.
Solvancy is a sure test of progrese. Prop-
arty ownars are far more eolvant lu Que-
bec than lu Manitoba or aven Ontario.

nass and hypocritical suavity. Lu Mani-
itoba tht Goverument epenly appeaaite
the lowest passions and prjudicas o! tht
electors, whie lu tht Territorias the cun-
niugly dcvised methods o!f:Mr. D. J.
Geggin are bidden heneath the cioak o!
a kindly intcrest lu the fimprovemaunt e!
Catholies. Lu Manitoba tht appeal la
te au ignorant and intoerant rabble,
while iin the Nortliwcst Territonies tht.

John Talbot Smith proved, som ema 'aand aimcd at la accempiished by an lu- in
ago, that the fat-ma of the "premier proev- sidieusuefsa whîidhl nika behiud a amil-
inca" wera at leaat twica as beavily mortà- ing pretance o! !rîendship. lu Manitoba ai
gaged as the firme o! the "1pivotaI prev- tht Cathiolie minoîity receiva a brutal et
inc." O! lata yeaa the latter bas giest- daniai wlicu protesting againsý tht in

1wroiîgs inflicted upon tlem, whulc lu the
,fTerritories west o! us the pretesso h

Catholics are met witli a smmblance of
Iiutility 011 the p)art of Mr. Goggiîî, wlio
takes refuge bcliîd skilfully prepared
regulatiolis, wl),*wlî, lie regrets, prevent
hlm gran t ny relief te the aggrieved
cotnplaiîta -.-, . Witli a stereot3yped smile.

1the Past G rand Master of Freeinasonry
meets the complaints of the minorîty,
and, wlîile assuring them of lus iundy-
ing f riendslîip for themw and deep rever-
enoe for their conscientieus convictions
iii the etincatioil of tlieir children, hie
regrets tniost earnestly that lie la power-

fleas te grant tliem relief ail owing te
ethose utifertunate regulatietîs of the
iDepartment of Educatieii. If te Cath-
olics could ouly induce the Department
of Edlucatiot t relax or chanîge tliese
regulatiotîs, devised by himsclf, lie
wouldl le se glad te grant the prayers of
his dear Catlîelic fellow-subjects; but as
matters now stand lie is the unfertunate
and most unwilliiig instrument of thair
misery ; lie is the creature of j)aiflful cii-
cumstances ever wvlicli lie lias ne con-
trol ; lie loves Cathiolies very dcarly; lie
csteems tli mlîighly ; lie recegnizes
their înîliappy lot; lie liepes that they
will net blame hlm. but those îtnspeak-
able regulations, gentlemen, coîne be-
tween huîn and his love for you. The
mest werslîiful Grand Master of Ma-
sonry, w ith ail the craftîness of bis
chie!, knows liow te make lis rnethods
most effective while hiding f rein public
view the secret machtination s of his sect.
No vulgar display of intelerance; ne
abusive and brutal assault ou Cath-
olics ; this w-euld weaken lis designs, or
tender them abertive. That kind e!
warf are miay suit the vulgar and ignor-
ant lierd it Manitoba; but for the clever
and astute leader of "The Craf t" iu this
country, it la beueath centempt.

Tie dcvii is an accemplislied dipleinat.
whe knows ail the weakuesses of human
nature and, therefere, knews liew far
lie înay go witb safety lu lis seul-des-

treingprogramme,.fHe comînits ne
stupid Ërrors lu its executien, and loves
te clotîte lis designs la the gai-b of i'cs-
pectability and apparent goediiess. Ife
us nieither vulgir. stiupid, ner igntoranit.
He lauglis at bis agenits wlintliey work
inte lis hands and curses them wlitn
they defeat lis designs. 11e prefers te
work iii secret and*to bide lis lianci lest
its hideeusness iuiglit, if revealcd,
frighteîîthie dupes of lis arts. H1e cm- li
ploys, therefore, as tlîe executors of bis 8
purpese, men verscd in ail the arts of 8
deception. l'or this end lie lias establisli-d
ed secret means; oatli-bouîud secret Con-e
claves, wlieîe tlie liglît of day nieyer t
penletrates, and where lus cunningly t4
hatched schemes arc preparcd and b
taunchad upen an uîîthiuking and
easily duped werld. Hie secs lu the
SPOuse e! Jesus Christ, the Catluolic P
Ohurclu. the eue iiîsurmountablc obst- e:
acle to the accomplisliment of al lis li
designs on the human !amily and lie lias b
;worn te destrey lier influence. H1eIl
knows that lie can navet blet lier out, w
but lie wishes to do the next best tlinig; g1
that is, destroy lier influence. H1e real- w
zes tliat the best way te do this is te b:
corrupt tlie fountains from which the '1
young draw their knowledge. 11e kuews G
that if hae Can succeed lu hiéling the sav- f
ing truths of Qliristianity !rom eue gan- '
eration ef men, lie will have no difliculty Pl
with the generatieus that will succaed a
them. fiow can tliabe doue? By sec- lC
uiariziug the schools and degrading the j'
name o! Jesus Christ. Ha suggests that w
lie easiast wny te+setia re1. gius;disp-of

tlireatening te destroy their God-given
parental riglits.

THOS1C BYE,-ELECTIONS.

The Tribune sees lu ecdi bye-election
resulting agaîinet the Dominion Goverui-
ment a victory for Manitoba, anti aven
gees the length of saying thiat tha Cath-
elles lu the East are net iutarestalin
sapî,rate sebools ganGrally, and especial-
ly titat tlîey are indifferent te the main-
tenance et Catiiolie slioole u inthis prov-
inice. In makinîg tltese etatements the
Tribune le judging the Catholies et east-
arn Canada by its own narrow standard.
It assumes that tltey are governed by
tua saine ignorant anti intoearant pas-
sions and prejîtdicas wliici actuate itselt
aî:d thînse wbo fellew ita lead. Net se.
Catitelice are geverueil ini titeir publie
and privata acte by weil dafiîiad and in-
telligent rules, and cannet, therafore, ha
liurgely iuîfluaucad by passions and pre-
judices which bave their enigin, lite and
action iii itîgnorance and the evils flew-
iug therafrom.

Ini ail tue hye-eiectiens the Catiiolie
votera have beau governea by juet priuc-
iples. In Onîtario, tlîey had beau driv-
an eut of the raîîks of the Ce,îservative
party by the narrow intoerance et that
partv in local polities. Mr. Mereditît aud
tue local politicians of Ontario beleîîglng
te the Censervative party made Openi
and cruel war upon the separata sebools
Of Ontario and souglit, by exciting the
passions and ignorant prejudices efthe
ultra-Protestant element, te defeat Sir
Oliver Mowat and destnev the sciîoels o!
the minerity. For twelve yeans, the
Catholies et Ontario bave beau witnasses
ef titis savage onslauglît carrîed on by
thc very men who are now posing as the
champions o! their ce-religionise ail Man-
itoba. For twelva years these men were
seeking te take away frem Cathelies the
very privilages wbich tbey balf-beanted-
lv promisad te support the Dominion
tioveriîmeut lu restoring te the minority
in Manitoba. Is it any wonder that
ffliose (3atliolic electersasbould look witlî
soma dagrea of suspician. ou tha profeas- i
eons o!fien wlîo have systematîeally op-
posetiltîteir aluîcational ri-lits for twelve
yaars ? Tlîay reason tiîus : "lThe riglîts
of Manitoba CatitolUes have been invaded.
[Jîder Our Conustitution it becomas tlîe
dutYO ethe Dominion Govarumant and
Panliamaut of Canada te supply a ram-
eIlY. Iu doing se, that goverument anti
panliauiîaiu are meraly doing an act of
simple justice for wliicb they desarve îîe
upecial tbauks. Wlîy abould we aban-

on our party and fly te the arme ofOur1
er8twitile persecutors, simply because
ha Dominion Govartument bas pnomised 1
e do an act o! simple justice damanded i
)y the Constitution ? Up te tua presant i
ima tlîay have only madie promises and
wa prefer te wait and ses what thèse
Promises will amount te. If tha Gev-
raimant brnin l a just imeastire o! re-
lef, and if the Lîbaral party, te whieb wa
baleng, in any way opposa the bestew-
tmant of that relief, tuait, as Catholies, we
will place principla bafore panty anda
ive Our baarty support te the Goveru- fi
ment. Meantime we declina te ha moved 1
y appeals founded only ou promises.d
Wa bava stood by Sir Oliver Mowat'sn
Goverumant bacause !ta policy was oea1
!nmndEd on justice and epposad to tyran- T
ny and perseeution, anid, siîeuld ourT
party opposa the Governset lui granting T

à fll measune of justice te our co-raiig- t(
unisesin Manitoba, we will stand for mi
ustice and rigît and support tba men i6
&ho maintain it."1 That le the position E
Jthe Cathles ef Ontarie. and we sub- _'

L iorsemaut e! Mr. Laurier. The true
cause efthe defeat o! the Govrnment i0
te ha found in the tact that Quebac ovar-
whîalmingly indorses the position takeit
by Mr. Angers on the scitool que8tion,
and le daterminad that lia will net siffer

tperseîually by <ha stand ha thon look.
Mr. Angers said that tiaere wuis ne just;
reason for delay lu grantiug relief ater
the decided refuisai o! the Maniteba Gov-
erument te receguniza the decision o! the
Imperial Privy Coîuecil. Tua reenît of
tha furtiter negetiations o!thie Dominion
Goverumant amply justifies Mr. Angoa'
position and, evidaully, Quebelicelao! the
same opinion. Se struuugly intreîiehed is

1Mr. A gers lu the heu ts o! th e people of
Quebee, that Sir M. Bowall caîtuot per-
suade a Quehec represantativa man to
taka lie place lu the cabinet. The hast
tlîing Sir Mackenzie eau do is te gat Mr.
Angers back into bis cabinet as seon as
possible, by premp' y taking stops te
restera te the minrrity lu Manitoba tbeir
Catiielie scitools. Mr. Angers bas proved
hinisaîf, ou more tîman Oe eOccasion, a
tower o! streugthin i bis own prevince
atid, îy lis resigtuatiotî, ha bas sbown
bis davetion te principle at any coat.
Tita soonaer the Gevennunt racogniz0
this, tha botter it will ha for ttîem, il tbey
value thair prestige lu Quebec.

NO0TES FROM PORTAGE
LA PU<A1IJK.

St. Cuthbert's Chrtstmas Trea Entertaîn-
innnt.

St. Cnthbert's Chureh Christmas
Trac Celabration wbich teck place
in tbe Suuuiday seheool reom on
the 27th met., was a succasa. Misses
MaggiE) Bamiatar an'd Tesi Thomas
deserva credit fer the labor tbay ex pend-
atl lu praparing the pupils and making
ail othar arrangements, aud thea nerws5
aclîiavad was greatly due to thair efforts-

The entartainment epened vvitlî a
chorus, "Jelly Old St. Nicholas," by Mary
Fitzgerald, Lillie Thomas, Mary Costi-
gan, Kathleen Bemnieter, Frank O'Reilly,
Hunmbert Costigan,Eddia MeFarlana and
Teddie Lyons, and was vary apprepriata
and wall renderad. "Vocal Soloe by
Mie Lillie Thomas sbowed timat the
littie lady o! eight summars pos8ses a
full rich veice and under a compatent
profeser promises te lenie mra than ordi-
nary. "Tableati," sketches frein child's
play, penformad by little Miss Mary
Costigami andI Master Thomas MeFarlane
rapresentiug au aged coupla enjoying
the luappinass o! lite; the scané was
COtnie; the twe littie mitas parformed
thtein parts admirably. Duat '"Wuisper-
ng Hope" by Misa May Mawbinnay and
Mrn. Alexis Pluilion; huis was thae lassi-
cal number o! the evening, shewing that;
M!iss May Mawluinney and Mr. Alexis
Philion ara net only posieseers of rich
feicea, but bave passad tbnougb tha null
o! drill. Racitatier, by Miss Maggie
Beister, wbe gave proof e! lier dadla-
natery powers,randerad "The Laet Shot"
in good, ferm, which bu iteel! le a difficult
Pdace and yet this premising young lady
acquitted bai-self lu a mannar werthy of
a professional singer. Sole hy Mn. Casolo
u'ithbhie splendid, deep, ricli, eoft alid
meledieus voice !ully nlaintained bis
waIl known and well desarved renown.
Tableau, "May Quasu"l wae an excellent
dvertisemdnt of the salubnieus clime of
Pertage, wbich preduces beauties such
as took part lu the tableau, who ara as
ollews : "May Qitacu,"ý Mise Lt-ee
Iagarty ; "Maids e! Henor,"I Miss GaraI-
ina Ryan and Belle May Fitzgarald;
'Spring,"' Miss Patty H-aggarty ; "Su m-
uer," Mies Clara Bemistar ; "A.utumn,"
fies Maggia Bemiser; "Winter," Miss

aessia Thiomas. "Comic Song" by D. B.
homas wae accaptably randared.
ableau, "Indian Scene,"I was quaint
id produced wbat wae intended-in-
unse merriment. Mise Tessie Thomas,
gles Maggie Beaiser, Miss Clana Beas-
stan, Mies Patty Haizarty, Mr. Bartia
Ryan, Mn. Alexis Philien and Mn. D. B.
luemas were thachiai-actera. Vocal
.-o by- M . AlxisPhiien wae re -ane


