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quondam informant let me know that the Episcopal Cathedial N% as a splendid structure, the
best on the Continent ;I think he remarked il, was the finest in the world. I failed to
appieciate this maivel uipon inspection ; the tin spire remninded me of the nid time candie
extingiuisber, being toce large foi the substructure, and of a différent coieci t0 the stone Nv ek.

I inquirIie about nianufactoies ;ah ! that ivas xihat gave life to t 'he cityx but I never
aw thc5e lai-Ce mamifactories, and those I did site were aimoet empty. After %ve wýerc

towed off the mutel in the strait, 1 said to my friend, IlWhy deii't yen gct your island fixed
uip ? " An eldeily gentleman, sitting near, said sharply, IlWhv, what's the malter witli it,
boss ?" 1 only tbought the smamip looked feverisi. 1 reueived sonie veiy startling infet
mation fi oui onc of the I clott '' who sat in the boiv cf the boat. IIVoit ce that ehut Ch,
rny fiiend]," said he, that is the Metropolitan,' sir, the laigest Methodist (huich in the

ord" I tbanked him, and whistled two stanzas of IlSweet by and by."
1 took a stroil tbiough the eastein part of the city, somnewheie in the neigbibouibood of

Lhc gas woiks, I went thiough a large distillery Ihete ;<oe of the men there infoimed me,
confidentially, that it ivas the largest distiliery in the svorid, ''îhey send theji whi.skey tel
Germany and France and Engiand and the United States and they makec il iuto b)ianldv." 1
tîîed to infoî m bini that the gigantie tiri mof Amnes N. Goff &- Co., oif Cincinnati, weuld (Io
four- or five times the <iiianti ty oif 'hi sky t bat îhey ivoîti< i n the sanie ieîgtlî cf Lime, li st lie

1 aittendeil the Nclt 1(11 lii an M ethodist Clîuîrcli, w'lic itsa cramnnicd full, but the St.
l'ani's Mletîodist Clîni cl, cf Cincinnati, 1 gitess, sviil liold comfortably double the number.
1 wva., tld tbat ail (lie ebtucîtes of the city wcre ciammred motning and evetîing. I %vas
paititniariv ýti1ck wiîli the solemn stiilness of lthe stîcets ii lthe evening of tiîc Sabbathl;
everyboî<y scemed to bc at eburch, as indeed îlîey wcrc, but presently lthe main streets sucre
fitîl <if pedestiatis, Iet ont frein churcit, andi for the nc>.t lwo ferons and a lialf the strects
werc almosî impassable, lte wholc of the young meii attd womnei of the City secd bcnt on
liaving Ii prc ; tlîe crowui seemed ter bc composed of loose females au<i dottitfui sweiis, antd
suicb like. The air for a mile or so suas like that of a salcoot, smokc and slang attî back
tik, mixcul %itlt obscene language and oallîs. 'l'le cily of cîturclies apitearc<l tii bc on
Sîiday inglit a sot totf Canai street, B3uffalo. 1cr desecration cf God's day I ticuer sasv
anytliing %u tirsuin any of cuir cities ini te Union tuait I saw on Toronto Island anid tue Aal-k
(save the mîark) attî aithc excursions of the 14Filga-te.'' For tite lîîec weeks Iliat 1 put Iii
in 'loïotto at tîtat lime, I hecard more about its institutions anî< devotion (?) attd Nvisdomi
atnd what nt titan 1 wisli to lîcar agaiti in aîîy city as lonîg as 1 live. I am gail 1 ]lave
surlteti tItis leîter t0 you, fcr My mmid, as it %sere, Iceis casier. I feel as tiiotgît 1 had dlone
niy duty. Vouirs tc commande 4~*is I'".

My correspondent, a stranger to mc, Secms to have discovcred flice faiiing
of the Qticcn City, viz. :-Nominative I. Ifcr-ber/1 G. I'adl.

WHAT IS RELIGION?

Your correspondent, Il Qucrist," lias scarcely put bis question in the uiap-
piest shape, nevertheless iii asking Il What is Religion ? " lic hias openecd a widc
field of enquiry,-one uvbicb May be regardcd from many standpoints, and one
if is ainiost impossible to condense within prescribcd liniits I venture, bow-
cver, to subinit a fcw thouglits on the subject.

'l'lie fashionable Religion of flic day apparentiy conisisîs of going f0
cbiurch, mnaking devotion a matter of public form and observance between
mari and mari, instead of a governing principie, or silent communion between
the beart and its Creator; coniverting the accessory info the principal, and
inistaking the synibol and stimulant of pions inspiration for the inspirer ; wor-
shipping the type, instead of the archetype ; being visibly devotit, that is to
say, wvhen anybody secs youi.

Religion, l' putre and undefiied before God," is the last that enters mbt tbe
*contemplation of the iitumerous classes of Christians, most of wvbom are too

butsy in fasbioning sorte fantastical religion of their own bo searcb for it in flihe
Scriptures.

Geiterai Religion iliay be regarded as an accidentai inhecritatîce, for ivhiclî, a
whether il be good or bad, we deserve xîeitber praise tior censure, provided i,
titat tve are sitîcere and virtunus. Far be it from me f0 assert that mcei shottld t
be inîdifferent 10 lte clioice of religion, stili less that ail are alike. I main-
tain only that un the great unajority of instances little or îîo clioice is aliowed, i~
and it is nîy object to unculeate thiat humiity as t0 MnY Otvl Opi1nions, and titat g
toleration for others, iii whlîih lte ut1o0à devout arc very apt 10 hc tue nmost S
defcéent.

A n cl l.nut lias Kiaid
el Religion is the oittul's Compîllexionî,S
Governied tty bit tI, tiot soif-electiîti, I
Anîd the great mass of us adore, d
Juti as our falhîcîs did itefore.
\Vliy sitouild svc tlien, otirselves exali,

For svhat swc casuîally muhent, a,
Orî view, in others, as a fautit,

What, in ouîrseis'es, ive deemi a nient ?"

The religion that reuiders gond mien gloomny and uniîappy, cati scarcely bc
a truc one. Blair says i ii s Sermon oui Devotioti : Hl1e who docs flot fecel
joy iii religion, is far froni lte Kingdoun of Heaveii." Neyer cati a slavisb and h
coxverin,, fear afford a proper basis for the religion of'so dignifled a natutre as sa
mari, who, ini paying lionours nsust feel fliat lie keeps bis honour, anîd is tiot of
disunitel from bimselfi- even in bis commutnion wvitb God. Reverence of our- E
seives is, ini fact, the higbest of ail reverences ;for, in the inmage of the Deity, re
we recognize the prototype :and Ilîns elevated ini sou], we may hunsbly sîrive m
tj imitate the divine virtues, ivithout pride or prestimptiouî. Religion has been Si

designated as lthe love of the good and the fair, ivberever if exisîs, but chify
ivhcn absoite andi bonniess excellence is contempiated in. Il tise first good,
first perfect, anîd firsl. firi." Witb Ibis feeling in their hcarts, the virtues could
neyer ivatder froin flic rigbt faith b anîd yet, hio% matîy gond mcii seek it anîong
the dry spitnosities and tontious lahyrinîlis of tiîeoiogy. IL )va-, a liomciy saying
of Sciden, "thai ct ie ook after religin, as lthe butcher did after lus knife,
svhen lic btail if iii lus itîcitîl",

Religion is an tck towuledgniîeiîit at goodiss is suprette iii tlic universe.
This luelii lias becnti tîtet d itire or icss clearly in ail limîes and nations w'ilh
the histci v c wlticli wec arc fainihliar. IL lias beet ibeid iii the tnidst of super-
stition.,i alinost lost among îbern ; tiîîening ifs cîf rarely in flscm or in spite of
theuin. S, i (a a any iteart bias tt îly iteidti is belief,ý tnder wbiatever forni, il bias
bad a 1i tie lestrentîgîet It antd te îtphold il. .Any religin or any fortît of
religiont is frite 1151 .50 lar as it emnbodies titis failli, anîd is faise just so far- as if
dettes titis. fil fic degrcc Iti Iwbi<-b aîîy futrîi of' religioni places cvii or caprice
iisîead of gond al. tîte centire or, oi flie tlrone of' ltings, il is suiperst itioni aud
tînt religiotn. IWltever iii atuv w', y sltadosvs titis faitb in tc eric and
Omnteîîntn g0t)dtess, is eîîbicr sti1perslitiîîn or, unbeicî

In tbe second place, religion is a svorsbip). 'Tire setîl Ilîrtîs diret tly
towards titis power of' gond Iliat it feels is walclîing over IL and ail lbiîîgs.
Trlroti aill fli omis of tlic visible uvnrld, tlirotigli ail] tlue tutu li iry <if foi-ces
and eternal lasvs, ils visiotn lîcrates, itîtil if secs tîtrougî ail, antd iii ail, atîd
over ali Ibis iîreseice tuat if (-ails D)ivinte. IL flîtis itîccîs titis i)resenice as if
face le face. IL 1hniugs te il Ils i)est love and ivoi-sbil. IL bows le uIL ifi
aw.e, or it riscs towâirds it witit a glad eestaey tif devotioti. IL pours a il ils
sorrosvs and iveakiiesses jin tIis itîliiitî licart of' ltove. IL uvitiserste IL eveit
ils sins. Il litîlers le IL ils utînsi Secret lioues, ils sulîtiest iasîtirations.

Whalcvcr lielirs letiri lthe itîdîviduai or lthe u'eigregaîin itîto tiis face-
f0 face ivitb God, wviatever tîîlifts flice spirit svithoîiî intoxicating il, wvitever is
auîy wvay a rcvclalioui of flic Divinîe Iuerfectinti, ntay be ait elcîient of %vorsbip.
Notiîing cisc lias any u-oiîucctiîn w'ith reai %vnrshi1t. Mulhtitudes sectîite,0 faîîcy
tisat God is îîlcased by i estinectts, or postures, or eeiouis, as if Ife i-otuld
favour Ilînse wbo niîakc tise of' tbettî itre thait tisose wvio tIo îlot.. \il stic
rites Ihus uiscd arc a soit of inagîcai inicantationî. *'H'ieir olîjeel is t0 bribe tir
flatter tise Supreutie powver, so as lui ii froni it ipartisatn favours. Meit tise
tîtese rîtes lîoping to gel God oni tiir side. 'l'ie real object of svorsii is 10
put ourseives on thc sicle of Cod. [t is 10 brng our spirits bint arsouy sviîb
tbe eterîtai goodniess. IL is tnt bo iake the usili of God subbmissiu-e 1oi our
will,' but to miake otîr w'iii subîttissive thum fils or r-atdier, IL is fu i ake ur
wiil onie iiviib His.

Religioni is a life. If religiotîs fil is faitb i ic uerfet t gooduîess, auîd
religions w'orsiiip is the adgratioii of thte perfect goodrîess and flie cnnnîuuîtg
witb it, tlîcu lthe religions 1lIfe is a life tliat lias dravn fuis goodness into itself.
Sco far as aîîy fle hecoties flic nieditini of fuiis gooditcss, so fiir as if is at life
if love auîd service, of self-sacrifice or seif-fou-gctftduiiess, su far is if a religions
ifle. A life of nîc worship ivoului tnt bc a religions life. lite of inre
faitii iii flic Divinie goodîîcss would tnot hc a icligitotus life. oiiy orie lthiug can
nake a life religionîs, aîîd titat is lise preseutue of tuai self-forgctiug love svbich
s pecîuliar f0 ito sct, or crced, or ntint.

XVlieui these ilîrc elenients of religionu arc tîiited fliîy iake flie perfect
cligioti. But il is a sitîgniar auîd imîportant faci thai one of titese uîîay exist
vithotit lthe otîsers. A mîai Miay have a religiotîs failli, aîîd yet lus fle nîay be
rreligiois ; or lic uîîay have a religiotîs life atid be destitute of religions faitb,
aid have lno sîtare ini aîîy fortît of' rciigous wvor-si. Facli oft liese ciements
s imnperfeet vitiiout tue other, bîtt tiiere is a great differetîce iii tise degree of
lus inmperfectioni. Religions failli witiiott tise religiotns fle is emipty and vain,
ihile flic religiotns life witlîott religiotns fa5 tî and religionîs wvorsbip lacks,
.îdeed, a peace, a joy, a strcngtli, ntid ait inîspir-atint, lîtt iii ilseif is real reli-
ion, for it is coîîsecrated lu ltat goodniess iviîicii is tue s-ery naature and sub-
lansce of God Himseif.

Tuthus il inay ho ftat uit lasi. oe r age slitl Ilic secîitol be as religious as any
lther, for tiolugli il us lcss utîarked b)y tuec forutîs nf' e\teu al wvorsiii, if, is, in
lite of its vices auîd ifs sis, aniiuîated hy a sput it of far-ircaclîing îulii-
îropy auid love, auid as flic autostie fells tus, I'l e tlitt dweveh iii love,
wellcbb iii GocI aud God iii iin." 'Auîd tiiose iviun Nvotild be fouîid autîong bbc
eligioîus spsirits of lthe tintes intust hâve part iii the great w'ork whlici iakes tise

POLITICAL ECONOMY.

I ouir las Lissîtic, lthe colîcl ud iug paragrapb offthe Poli tico- Ecuon ia1 ai ti le,
y l Civis Cautadeuisis," %vas accidcuîîally omitfed. Referring 10 lise Sulbjeci, lie
ys :-Wliat I have Ivrittin is ouîly a skctchy oîîtliuî of tulebnmatlte, lthe details
wbicb the reader xviii easily fil onf for hsiniscîf, auîd iii bue mnîctbine, Mr.

ditor, I shahl be happy to reaul your conîîmelîîs, as iveli as tisose of your
aders, and sbouuld any of îbcm take stîflicient interest to couniiunicate with
e directly, I shahl hope bo lîcar froni fiens, addressing "1Civis Cauîadensis,"Y
EITAIOR Oflice, 162 St. Jaunes Street, AMojtreal.


