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TH'CANDIDIATE NUMIiER FIVE.

~'My stnny beiongs tri a perioti a littie laten than that terrible time whicb ynuing periple of

tIre prescrit know riothirg about, andi we w'hri liiet iri it base almost trirgotteri tht I rish

famine years," 1847-8.
The everits of my stor.y trokl place iri Ireiarid, near a town wbich T shahl not eaul by its

real riame, tbougb 1 shahl try tri give a taint idea ut the beauty of the scelle which witriessed

tbem.
If the persoris anid tIre incidents rit my striry shall arouse ariy interest, it will be because

Sthose perrons liveti anid those incidents happeried,

wbThe tosvn of Narraghmore is but rit stone of tIre biuisb grey, that looks lirigy anti dismai

trin une walks alrimg the duli streets anti regards themn in detail, but whîch harmoriizes witir

its settirig rif greeni field anid mplarid, with sweepirig mouritairi curves at the back, andt rit broadi

river, with a rhicklywoe akatuesdatiatrimajestic stretch oft mouritain anti

moorland trentirg tri the sea at the other. It is a grave, sobstaritial town, anti the beauty rit its

site and surronndîngs is much commeriteti uprin by traveilers on tIre great hune of raiiroad

wbicb runs fronm the Irish capital, thrnugh the province rit Ulster, up tri the Northern coast-

Ille coast ut tamous caves anid cliffs, ut tbundering seas, anti the legend-haunteii stairs of the

Giarits. This beauty crimes uriexpectediy, atter a long stretcb rit barren country, wlîere poor

patclles rit wretched tillage strive wvith tht ýstoriy hili-side slire,' anti tht tort bog ; where tire

Irerori flies low river the narrriw but bright streamlets trio that there lingers with the travelier

nr bis rirrtbwarti way a delighttui vision of a verdure-clati v ailey, with a broati river, anti

-stately wrotis beyonti, a mountairi range whose omtlirie is a succession rit telicions curves,

withriut orie barsh Elne or abrupt projection tbroughout ail its lerigth, anti in the fat dlistance,

tIre tail-fleekeil bosom rit a wide bay. Thtli grey town lies iri that vailey, anti stie rit its ont-

buildings dot tht rising grounti beyrird. It bas srimewhat rit the stir anti importance rit a

seaport, for thongh tire river is rirt navigable ail tht way tnp to Narraghmott, it bas beeri

supplementeti by a cariai, anti the two charnels unite, (Iowrj towardt tire river-.irouth, at a

spot wbere the contrast between the woodeîi loveliriers ut the onme batik, anti the sterri majestic

grandleur rit tIre other is strorigest anit nrost impressive. Narraghmrr is not a cîonty town,

but it it a tbriving pliace, where there are large tinrber-yartls, anti whete otir kirits rit cri-

mierce alto flourish. It bas a barik anti a prison, a courthoose, miiitaty barracks, anti a

number rit eburches beionging tri a nomber of seets. On tht rising grourit beyonti it, is more

tban ont venerahie îvy-growri ruin, which bat a bistory ini tIre troublnsi timer, ant ian ancient

buria-groid standsi ot conspicrious for its grey anti mosgrown tores, its giarlet ol tree,

anti the peace anti solitude wbicb îiweli upon it, aird cast their tpel
1 river the long rarrtrw

siopirg garieris, rich in fruit, anti flower, anti greenery, wiîich share tht bilîsitit witb it. Alto

,outsitie tht triwr iri tIre sense of coritinuity and sociabiiity, but beautifriiy situateti ttrr, as it

mîght be tht chrisen aborde rit pieasartness aurd rit hrappy briuseioiî lite, standts tIre "lPont-

Irouse," as the inistitutionr kriown iri Englaridas Ilthe Wrkhotitt," or "Itht Union," accorîlinrg

tri its local conditions, is caileti in Trelanîl.

The Narraghmore Porrouse was a lonrg, narrow building, witb binish grey waiis, black

siateti rouf, anti tail, narrow, greenisb paneti windirws set iri black trames, witb a bare coturt-

yartd on tbret rider of it, andt bigh romîgh walis latheti with lime, wiîici rnequircîl tIre ceaselers

vigilance rit tht authorities tri keep therr fret trîîm opprobtiorit anti mockirig inscriptions anti

caricatures, amnong svbich tht august chairm an of the Bloard of Guariliarit iimseitbhat not un-

frequeritiy figureti. lir 185oi tht Irish Pour Law was still knrwri as the IlNew" porir law-

jnrt as at a later tdate tht new police were popuiarly "0ron as « Peelers"-anid tire frighttul

strii whiclî tht years ut insurrection, fam ine, fever , antiwexoîlus, bail put upon it, as ipuri

,every itîrer iristitution, was hardiy yet relaxeti. Tht amenrities of modern architecture, whicir

"have dont tri much to modîfy tire turnreriy uncompromising griririess rit all institutionrs

intenîlei tor tht relief rit suffening huriarity-wbethei' tbey put forwartl their dlaima untiet tire

.compuisriry frim ut pauperism, which rrmust Ire brirset anti ted for reasors inheterit mn tire

exirtence rit tht State anti rit Society, or under tht persuasive guise rit Mercy, which is

IItwice biesse "-bail riot extendeti tri Irish Porirronises then, anti have, inleeti, taller shrort

rit tbemt up tri tht prtsrit tirie. 'The Narraghmrire Poonhtrute was as urlrively as tire

<lestinies rit its irmates, as littie aciomnet as were tire hart tacts rit their lives.

I tht vicinity rit tht wurkhouse, îroastirig as littie atorrment as that great inistittionr

ittifam prihaiyas rrtoudiyîiteset by thre majrity rit its tre 1 uîenters striri tht Pont

Sehool. Tihis buiinrg was aiso iow, long, anrd enreloseil stithiri a higir wail, anti, as its rouf

sprmnrg trom a beigit ut oiy two or tlîree feet abmuve tirat bouîrdary, it may Ire stîpposetl that

it -as not cirlivexiet witb amy extensive prospect, anti iit rirt cmr un tire site of ciretrfuniss.

Tht diistractionm ot tht juveîîile itarriers iri this hrumbrle temiple ot kmuowlcdgt, %vonild certaninly

urrt corie trori witirrut, or Ire stiiruiatei Iny tue vanity ot tire tyt. The sciroul for bomys andI

that trir girls were minuTer tht samne roof, but tivititt by a waii wbich imtersected tht bart yarui,

eupbriniously ulesigîrateul tht Piay-grounti anni boundeti by tire exterrial wai. lire tsIriîuu

nuoms stooti back tri hack, anti cdi irat its nrarrow, black torir, mmi those grey striri stnçps,

with a triangular wririnî trame above it, witir IlBoys' School " on tht endl w'iich tacet îthe

Iill-sitle, anti II Girls' Sehiool " on tht tîru wricli tacet tht river.

"'l'lie place seas riot enliveming tri look upuin, hîut tire teaiching toIre Irau within ils wails

was hîy no nreairs ilespicahule. l'oor sciioons oft I relanrul iîei tîrer, as tbey holti now, high raîrk

amomrg tire rare>- stîccessful exredienrts uit ;opnîlan inistructioni, anti turnrtî oint pînîils, botir miale

andt teiale, wliui luaul at icast su riucli of a tair stani in lite as soruid, if cementary, teachmng

croul gis-e thein.
'l'ie pirst oft Sclrroirristrets lu tire girls' scîrorl at Narraglimore %vas s-acanrt aI tire simd

wlren mry story takes mii tin t hreaîis ut tire hîrman uiestinies irivolvet in it, anti a svell-atteirîed

meeting ut tire Bouardl rit nnaruians bat just heen cornveneu tri consinier the applications fr

tht Office W'iici irau reacieul tueilr, anti tii select tht canrdiidate whiom tireir mntet jsugmtnt

thonlî arîrure.Trie ntinier rvas irot gea t anu tht tests lu syhicir cach yotnng woman w-as

sulujedteui Nere rut dlifficuit, libut they w-ttc carctunily apliiet, fur- tîne Buaiti %vas chicfiy

corirîosei rit menr who were zealous fr the sticcess anr espectaiity ot tue schrools ; anu

Mn. Bthicss, thre chairmaîr, a portiy, mniidile ageti gentlemran, with gney liait andl very discen-

mng spectacles, wvbî ati mradie a grot
1 deai rit muîrey ini thet flax-gnownng depattment rit tht

lirier trauhe, w-as curisitîrel tu ire imost îiangerushy adinctî iii bis nortionms rit vhat was

reaihy grot for little boys aunt girls, es1 iecially littît girls, in tire svay rit tînicatinr. Tht

discuissionr of tht question svas takirig place ini tire Boart-room-a lerigthy anti suîlstartiahiy'

furnirbet apartmerit rin tht grouri flour ut tht riitr's sie of tht wvrrkirome-amui tht

parties tri it wene seateti rin tither site rit a priîrterous table, provideti sith wriling materiait,

anti covereul witb a green baize clotir, much tht w-urse for ink. Mn. iitlltw, tht chairmari,

occrîpiet bis officiai seat at tht top ut tht table, w-itr iris lrack tri thre rigi greystone cbimriey'

piece, river wlricli svas dis1 rlayeti a fly-spritteti mai) ot tIre province rit Ulster, bit cri Gianiliars

ot tht Por bail pumleti their chairs rip close on either sie, anti were iritptcting trime ltitie

sheets rit paper scattereul upon tire table, at whose fuot sat an rifficial, with a fornral array rit

<idocuments in front rit bina, anti the expressiun, attentive, yet unconcerieti, rit ont whri recortds,

but tries rirt participate ini tht businiess rit tht hour. 'l'iis officiai was tht IlClerk tri the

Union," amnI in tIrat capacity secretary tri tht Bord rit Gîarians ; art bit timîty on the

prescrit riccasirin, bat simply corisistet rit preseriting tri tht Briard tht letters rit reerimmerita-

tirir anti certificates brriught hy tht applicants ton the port rit scboolmistress, anti recording

tht rames anti qualificationrs oft thre latter, whri bat beeri placet in a waiîing-rroom, urtil the

turr rit tach for inspection shoulti arrive.

"iNmw, then, let's bave in No. 5,1' says tht cbaimrar, "-Ianti set wbether sIre Iras a better

notion rit whal is warteti kre, tban this Mary Crirway."

Mn. Bellew sprike witb sorte acerbity. Candidate NO. 4, whri was weli recommerted,

an ri Iat Ier certificates all rigbt, bat tailet sigrially ir a test wbich Ire regarded as rit very

greal importance. . It was tbat rit hardwritirg. Mn. Bellew wrrile a fine hart himself, rit tIre

Ilcommercial"I order, anti Ire esteemnet a fine bard as tIre hirgIest acbievemert oft practical

'educatior, besites imputirg tri il some nirt very cleariy ulefiriet moral significarce. 'II neyer

trust a mani, womari, or cbiid, whri does flot look, me straighit in the face," is a frequently-

uttered prejudice fondly chcrishedi by its professors, especiaiiy if nature has preserved them

fromt sbyness, and endowed them with a gift of steady and unabashed staring. I neyer trust

people who do flot write plain," was Mr. Belicw's profession of urifaith. Il Depend upon it,

there's sometbing astray when people can't prit dlown plain words in plain letters. Vour

siurs and your curly queues, and yuur loups ani your dlashes, ynrir big letters where there

ou ght to be littie unles, and your littie letters where ought to be big, your words cut in two,

and your fines running uphili, your confounded gentiemaniy and ladylike bands, sir, ail meari

something wrong !Something wrung, sir, 1 don't care whether it's the head or the heart, or

botb ; there's something radicaiiy wrong witii the mani or tire womari who doesn't write a good,

plain hand, according to the eopybouk rule, sir, tire good oid rule that we're ail siipping

furtber anti further avay fronm every tiay of our lives, anid morc's the pity, as time will show

whier l'ni grime, an<l yori're gone, and everybody's gorie-a banci that their neigbbours cant

read, sir, without puzzling eyes antI brairrs over their confounded indolence anid impudence ;

for you wrir't riery people cati iearn to write plain irands if they choose. Very weii, if they

don'i (Io it, that's indolence, and as their infernal scrawi piagues other peoiple, whom they

haveri't any right to piague, that's impudlence. No, nu ; tire mari or \riman who writes

a plain harid ani minds the ruies is the mari or womari for my nroney."

As, iri the present instance, Mr. Beiiew's moriey mearit tire money of the community-iri

other words, the saiary of tire schoolmistress-and his feiiow-guardians were prepared to agree

witiî himt that a good handwriting was much tn be desired on the part of the candidlate to Ire

appruved, stme especiai interest attacied itseif to the mariner iri which one yourig womari after

another, wheri the prelimiirary examinatirir of certificates anti recommendations, and the brief

custunrary interrogation, had beeri gone through, acquitted berseif of the task subsequentiy

imposed upori lier. It was oniy this. She was required tri take a seat at a side table (like

the centrai une, covered with a green baize cioth the worse for ink, anti suppiied with writing

materiais), and to write upon a sheet of fouiscap paper a sentence of bier own selection, to be

read by the geritlemeni at the centrai table. It had beeri curious tn observe the difficuity whicls

this seemingly simple direction bad occasioned tri the four candidates, and the blunderirig

mariner in which they bad respectiveiy fuifilieti it, althotîgh their previnus trainiing, as indicated

l)y tîreir certificates, oughit to have reridereti it perfectiy easy. Mr. Beilew waxed impatient

when tire candidiate under inspection woul fidget on hier chair, take upr tire peri timitily,

fumble with the paper hefore ber, turri red ini the face, cough, looik round as if she longeti des-

perateiy tri ruri away ;anti fnnally, oni beirig reminded that sire was wastirig time, write

sumethirig in desperatioxi, and firiishing it, anid bier own chance with it, by a blot and a

smear.
O)f the four liaridwritings whiclr bail alreaîly beeri sribmitted to tire Boardi, that Of NO. 4

was the nearest approacb tri anytbirig which would have a chance with Mr. Beiiew. But No.

4 had takeri ari urcoriscionabie tinre tri consider what sire shriuld write, and turriet retider,

coughed iii a more tarigied fashiori, fidgeted longer witir the sheet of fooliscap paper before ber,

iooked arourid bier with miore evîient stîspidity anti embarrassrrert than bier three predecessors,

andi flnaily written very slowiy, anti with extraordinary pains-

GENrIEMItN,
I hope you are very weii.

1 remain, Genitlemeni,
Vour obetiient servant,

IIMARY Co.NWAY."

Wieri the Cierk, tr tbe Union ripeneti the dlont, tirat candiidate No. 4 might pass Ont,

which lie diti as politeiy as if she bail beeri a ladly ant ibe a gentleman, bie knew, anid she knew,

that it was ail river with lier.
After a momnentary îielay the fiftb carididate presenteti herseif, antd if thre Clerk tri tIre

Union bail beei one of those persons who curiceive tiistrust of every iridividuai who dues rot

look an iritetrocttr straight ini the face, hie would have Irat bis suspicions rif No. 5 fromt the

flrst,' as she curtseyed rieepiy at tire door, advanced tri the great table, laid lier papers before

tire chairriar, anti repiieri tri Mr. Beilew's flrst question,
My narre is Katharine Farrell, sir."

Tire Cierk had exteriteti bis hanti tri take the snraii packet of papers wicb sire heli, as a

matter of course ; but she passeti iris outstretcbed hairt unnoticed. Ilis back was turieti tri

tire table îmitii she bad spoken ber first wris. Ther ibe ciosed tire tarir andi resunret bis

place.
Katharine Farrell was directed, as her- predecessors Irad been, tri take a seat whiie tire

gentlemen presetit shlîrd be cîrgageti iooking river hier papers. Sire conrilied, but tiffereti

fromthepreedirg cntitlaes îy ier elfposesson, 'ir getleen ere ail loouiing at her,

thogirsom ri tem erepreerduîg ti radtir cetifcaes f br ftress for tire post of a

teaire, ntith letes tf ecurneiiatoîrfrîrrtie prih wer sb Iaî reccîrtly resitiet-

antishekne it l're icrksva irit otîiîr atirerairi sre iie ittoi.
Thervrnrar n Wiori trefurr pirsri eys wre ixd, romworrtire frfth pair wcre

turret ani ut aaywasperiais fur-ridtweityyeas n<itai, art fiireiy friet, after

tirat l)est ai rar. aiiî lil a iefeior ftr pesaî frnrtificial restrairits,

frumt crarpig miodies of îiress ami carrnage, anti tbe impress nf a wboiesome life iri fresb air

upon it, witbout arIYiv ijuirinus touceh nf coarseiCss nr suggestioni of tire weariness of toil.

.Symînetrical of figure, fiim Of step, wiîiî siroîrbers and bust wbose fine ontine sbowcti will

unuier tire thiri brack siiaws se, reatiy atîjusteti, andi witii wbite throat iigiîtly toîrclici at tire

riape of tbe neek lîy siiken rnîgs oif ricir rei irair. Tire lavisir suirplus of tihe miassive coiNs rpori

tire hack of tire long fiat ireail, wcre Just tliscernule tinier the ribboîr I' crîrtii" of tire plain,

riat straW bonniet, tif witle circliniference, anti tieti with large, ca.refiniiy-a'Iijtlsteii btiws tier

the fir, square, poiwerfui ciî. Boinnets were veritalile covcrings for- tire beati ini 1to, anrd

hI tirose ciraracteenstie fcatîrres, tiht cars. Katharine i"arreii's bronrnets hi cars, svhici,

wiretirer cifraacteristie tr 110t, svcre out of iiariouy witiîlber singrîlar biuîty, fîrr tlrey were

large, tirick at tie loibes, anti less îlicateiy cîrloreti thari lier face, wirich iriglit ]rave liecî

rime tif tirose wbicir tire winids of linci are neyer stifferet tri visit ton rotnghly- turcl of titise

thbat appertaiir ti tire irot-irîrsse pulant" orîler ouf loveliness, anrd' exeît ttr exprert eyes kecri

tr i lscern te ienidicatiomns of exceirtionai ciiaracter, hrave ail tire tielicate airr inrdolenrt cirari uf

tire aristocratie typie. 'l'iis woiaî, win caime tri try if iiaîuy sire rigirt .viii tire jirix'ii'ge of

scttiirg pauPîer ciltrcîr their monotnurs tasks iri a hart ami stsifiy scirtol-î'oorr day after tiay,

irat the cuit of feature, amui tire tinge anti textuîre oft compliexionr, wlricii perstris of lîmîteti

power oif observation and fixed prejuulices descnihe as Ilfit for a tiucircss,"-as tbirgb Nature

corituctel irer uperations on the hahertiasbery scale anti systemn-ait tire hands wiricb she bld

ini coarse brown cottori gloves, the feet wirich were inîrîriroricî ini strrng couritry'riosde boots,

wiiul bave equaliy answered tir that description. From hier broati, iow foreheati, white as

nrilk like lirer throat, ber, rippling re(, hair rolleti back, witlr golden dots aittre roots ofit i, and

warm gitaris in tire waves of it whiciî iright have uleheil auy pairter sirice tire giants set the

beaiity rif Verietiari worier i po their carivas in the gîrod days of old ; anid irnîder tire arcbeil

brow lier ileeli set eyes long, anti, thoîîgh weil rugi as coloîîriess, tri tire foul as briglrt as

wn'ter, anti shaîlet iîy tbick uir'turned lasires of a hrowner ret than ber bair, iooked up, or

hein theinseives resoluteiy iiuwrward, as sIre chose, with power, wiii, anti tiantiessriess rareiy

tri lie secîr in the eyes of aîry wrnan. The exprressioin of those giitterimrg liglît eyes reas se,

rirticeable, tiîat it wouild hrave îrrarkeîi the face, if that face irati rot becîr beautiftil, anî tire

comrplexionr of that alnsost tazziing wbiteness anti puriîy sumetimes seeri in conibiriatiori witis

liair of tint wbich no sophistry or sottening effeets cari ciainr as amrythig but ted -uncoipro-

rîsng ted-tre complexion with which a very few freekies go weil, anti wricii resists witb

equai impunity every kirit of wind anid weatirer.
A simila' interrogation tri that whicb hati aiready takesi place in tire case of ecd rif the

four precetirg candidates, was conducled by Mr. Beiiew in that oft Katharine Farrell.. It

seemeti as if the other meribers of tbe Briard were content tri listen art look onm, especially tri

loiok on. She acîîuitted berseif weli, anti thougb the chairmar put questions tr iber which

savriured as much oif personai curirisity respecting this uncommrori applicant for a port oif hum.

hie import anti smaii emolument, as of zeal and discretirin in tIre ciroice wbicb Ie anti bis

colleagues Irad met tri mnake, nor flicker rit a smile or siigbtest looik of comsciousness betrayed

that sIre was aware rit the exceptiriral nature rif the interrrigatory. The tacts eliciteti by il

were rit an ortinary kirit. Her striry was very simple.

Katharine Farrell was a native of Dublin, wbere sIre had beer brorrgbt tmp by à man and


