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daily papers, by reporting the opinions of every Tom,
Dick and Harry who assumes to represent the viems of
the workmn, are assisting to arase feelings of discon-
tent, the result of which may prove disastrous to aIl con-
cerned. Bearing in mind the great distress o workmen,
and the losis to the entire community which resulted
ram the protracted strike of last suner, it should b
the aim of every one to do all that is possible to prevent
a repetition of such conflicts. The preseat position Of
acairs may b fairly stated thus : A large amont of
building is contemplated, and witlbe undertaken if the
feeling of uncertainty regarding torkmen's tages is at
once removed. The probability of strikes would have
the efect of delaying or.stopping entirely a great deal of
this work. Therefore, every waenca and every em-
ployer who desires presperity for himself and for the
community, should seek te have ait matters of possible
dispute definitely and permanently settled without
further delay.

STis to b hoped that sote action will b taken teIshow how much or ho little there is in
Mr. Davies' scheme lor the relief of the esplanade. Noiv
ls the time te give the scheme the careful consideration
it deserves. The C. P. R. are about ta erect a sation
building, and if rctied ta serve trains running on tht
present levels it could not b alered except nt a very
large ouflay. The whole question of the esplanade is

practically up at the present tuie for settlement.
Whether the city will b rt off from the bay for ail
time to cose, has now te b detetrmined. If the rail-
ways are alloced ta iate farther octolys on their pres-
ent tracks, and ta erect buildings to serve
the present grades, it will b exceedingly difficut and
much more expensive te mate the change in the future.
That the erection cI an elevated trck system will b of
Incalculable benefit to the city, if ih bay front ià to e
tahen adeantage of, will readily b admitted.
If the frontage on the bay is to beccme tht hoie Of
manufactories, <her ns very lite te b gained in
doing acay eih the present dangerous "level cross-
ings. But if me are lo have a drive along the bay,
front in connection with the park systen, and close and
convenient points for the departure and arriva et tho
island ferries, nothing shaould prevent the doing
away with the present dangerous systemt
of level traCes, except ocr inability to carry out the
work.

Very lîtte care has be taken in the pas to study
out what may b the future requirements ofthe city. and
to make intelligent provision ta secure all the advan-
tages possible. There is itlde doubt but that this city
wil increase very much in siae and enormously i
vealth in the next few years. What may now st a

heavy burden will then b but a light one, and we must
not forget thiat the increased value of the property south
of the present grackes will go a very long way tocards
paying for the erectien of the fro work necessary te
carry al[ through traffic above the esplanade.

It has been sggested to lowr the tracks to a depth
suticient to allow of the free use of the esplanade by
bridges at the street crossings. This dots not seom a
reasenable proposal. The preseot tracks are but little
above high wvater tine, and it will be Impossible ta place
theni any lower at the most than high water mark, 'e-
cept at an enarmons cost. It mst be rememberd that
the tracks ascend on the east and cest la much higher
ground, and that consequently to sink the tracks will in-
crese the grade, but te raise tem wili make the grades
much easier than they noc are. The f(ct that Front

otreet is so much higher than the esplanade, give evtry
opportunity for the aroanging of proper station necoua-
imdation.

There can b but sae opinion, and that is, that the
placing of all tracks used for throag traic on trestle-
work wouald e a most decidtd advantage from every
point of view. That it may b too expensive, Is another
matter, but antil il has received fuit consideration, and
the cost has been carefully estimated, it solatd not b

.assmed that the construction of the necessary trestle-
wrk would b beyond pur mens. It <n aabiolutely
ntcessary chat this matter shcua receive the Most care-
ful consideration ofouraldermen. Thecity has suffered
long enough and sufficiently frimthe ahorlsighted, care-
Ions and indifferent policy of . the past. Lot.
us not give our descendants just cause te charge
us with similar indiflfrence to their welfare.

The accommodation fnrnisbed by the union station in
very inferior,and by no means sutlicient for the <tants of
the travelling public. That some very naterial entarge-
ment of this station must .he made very shortly la ad-

mitted, if any attention Is te be gives te the comfort of
travelers. The through and local passenger eragile has
'gran immensely in tht Liat few years, and must con-
tinue to increase. Il is the intention of the C. P. R. to
build a station between York and Yonge streets, on the
south side of the esplanade. As everything which the
C. P. R. don ic well dont, chis sec station wil be fully
equat to the merits of this city and of the C. P. R-
traflic. But, if this station la built Sly to accommodate
the traffic of the C. P. R., the city wio have twn stations,
with all the accompanying inconvenience ta the trave-
ling public. The convenience of the railways should not
alone be considered in the erection of station buildings.
The public are very much înterested in heing supplied
with the .most conenient and ample station accom-
modation. One station is mach more conveient than
two or more. Il does away with the trouble of trans-
ferrng of baggage ansd the inconvenience of going from
one station ta another. Il would b. a great benefit ta
Toronto if the C. P. R. and G. T. R. would unite and
build a grand union station, into and (rom which ail
trains would arrive and leave. One large and con-
modious building could be bailt much cheaper than two.
The salary account would also be much smaller for the
large station than for the two smat ones, and the
travelling public would have the benefit of ample and
commodious station buildings arranged with the utmost
attention to «tir weants. This great station could b
erected south of the esplanade between Yonge and York
street, and if the tracks on the esplanade were elevated
for the through traffic, the general floor of the station
could e on a level with the viaduct systems. Passengers
conld gain access ta the station by passing under the
track systen at aIl cimes and without danger. As it is
ai presest it is impossible to gain access to the union
station without crossing tracks over which trains are
continually passing. This iill likese e true of the
proposed C. P. R station. A mare mcveenient and
dangerous arrangement it would not b possible to con-
celve, especially when the traflic will have increased ta
much greater proportions. It is ltime that by the erec.
tion of over-head bridges access could b gained ta both
these stations, but so in nearly su serviceable or con-
vetient a manner as by the former method. That com-
moadions stations can be trected with lice train platori
above the ground level bas been successfully demon-
strated. The ticket and baggage offices Can b arranged
on ground loor, and the waiting room on the platerm
level. Passenger and baggage elevators will give ready
means of communication between the two oors. A
large portion of the space on the ground door could b
advantageously given up to the use of carriages and
cabs, and the public would have the benefit of being able
ta get out of and Mint cabs ander cover, fully protected
from the weather.

We are pleased ta notice that since the above cas
written the Mayor, in a message ta the Counscil, strongly
urges the carrying out of the acheme which ce advocate,
and a committee of the Council bas been appointed ta
co-operate with committees fras the Board of Trade
and other corporations interested witb <at object.

PERSONAL.
Phillips & Motshed, butlde, Hauilton Ont.. haoe dlisisved.

Jas. Phillips Continues.

It ib sad tht Mr. Thos. Raphael, consmotor, will te the Con-
seative candidae la Russeil.

john Keefer. a pluber. cas tedly stakled by th baunt of.
stam pipe ai the industrial Home. Si. Catharines.

Affred Hasings died at bis otnbres esbencm. 304 Parltamnit
snroi. ToroTso, on ihe <mth4 ofFeb. He cas as esimcble youna
mes, at bad seend a appenicesip wtu shitect Maltoi.y, ai
this hy.

Zetique Peanit. Contitator. Montre, ta bftS. i Liabilities
sii.aso.

1ie. C. M. Chardon. bulder, Vaeitver. c. C.. has been
visiig l Linday, Ont.

Archtect Gordon. Of tie in of Gordosn & HelioWell, this cky.
• has just eturned fron. n tiretemoths Srp la ERmpe.

.Awell.known Hontrea archkieet, Ht. Vissor Douirgeau, Sied le
liat City a fornight ago, aged 7< yeius

F. J. Leigih, sperindenm o hegCasnan tc.amotive Worb,
Kino. ha bca eclected ..aa.aIt .e nstkueof
Citit Enginest, Enlglnd.

Mr. A. H. Gegg. chteul istadent, of this ehy. hs obtained
a position in the olile o s fion f lading rhitets i Boton,
acd hat gona to ake p his sidence in tat iy.

Arhitcint Rhobert, of ibis cty, bas jas rmterned frac c trip ta
Chliogo and oher Wmm points.

The pelait esalon at Landos has deddd go l mabo 8t.75 the
stiandard ae of mages pet dayo tine hurs, after tir <eth dayo
April nest. itat thl base hourso w hall bei fo 7 i... <i 5 Pi.,
and Itat all oertim te chseged time nd n haf.

PRIZES FOR COIPETITIVE DESIONS.

T HE editer of the CANADIAÀ ARCHITECT AND
BUILDER bas decided ta Ofer the folloing

premiums to the best designs sent ta bits st latter han
the aoth of April next. The subject of the competition is
a tow hus, . to coit no moire than Sa,5S.
The houe is to be placed on the nortb.est conter of
two intersecting streets. The sie of ros asd theit
number <till b tet ta the decision of the competitors.
l deciding the competition, the location and site of
taots for their several purposes will b taken ino con-

..sideration. A good plan witha.pooelevation will receive
higher marks than a good elevation with a poar plan.
Each competitor vill be allowed ta choose the material
of which his desitn is to be constructed. Com-
petitors will be required ta give a short and concise
description bf their design,and state the material <hey
propose to use..

*The editar Mf this paper reserves te himself the right
ta publish any design sent i. Ali designs te b sent te
the office of this paper, No. 31 King sireet west, Toron.
te, postage paid. All desigts will be returned to their
acthor within a reasonable tim after the competition is
decided.

The irst premium will e Sto; second, SS; third,
fourth and fifth, one year's subscription ta the CANA-
DIAN ARCHiTEcT AND BUILDE. The best perspec.
tive sent in <ilt be entitled to a preminam of $, and the
second, third and tourth ta ote yeas subscription.

The derision as ta the respective merit of the differ-
ent .designs submnitted will b mrade by a committee
appointed by the Architectural Guild of Toronto. -The
designs must e made witIr pen in black and white to
allo cf publication. No culor will be ailowed on any
drawing, nt even tinting the rooms on the plan.

If the designs submitted are not In the opinion of the
examining committet of sufficient merit to deserve the
preminum ofered ta award will b made.

All architecîs practising in cities are debarred froi
this competition.

THE TORONTO FIRE BY-LAW.
Edsr CiaAu A -ataer a Dona.

SIR,-It is abot tie chat we had a revision of the
fire by-lacs in Toronto. As nt present constituted they
militate against picturesque designs, while affording
little real protection against the spread of a conflagra-
tion. Unider the cloak of re-constirction, the most
flimsy devices are allowed te pass, as witness a building
within a atones throw of Lombard street lire hall. If
any architect ises ta construct, on a detached resi.
dence, an overhng gable of frame coered ith :tiles,
makmng a practically fire-peoof rai, he is told by the
Commissioner that he cannot do it unless he backs it up
withgoodbrickwocrk-frequenty animpracticability. But

. by giving this same wat a siope Of 3 or 4 inches, and
calling it a mansard, be can baild it in as fimsy a man-
ner as possible, providing it be covered with tin, snlte,
or shingles in morter.

Anether restriction wIich curbs variety in design, is
the reftsal of the Commissioner ta permit the constrac-
lion of oriel cindows which project beyond the street
lint on upperstories. Such projections aoe permitted in
ail the large cities in the United States, and there is no
reason why they should not b permitted hete under
proper restrictions. Of course, in the business por-
tion of.te city, the framing of such projections should
be constrcted entirely of metal. Very good effects cat
bW obtained on copper, which dons not require painting,
and improves in appearance with age, tahing on A
" bloom," which often gites exquisite efects in caler.

The following frois the Chicago Bu/ktin bits the nait
on the head : "The idea of protecting the city fromt
another geseral conflagration by the passage of the tire
limits lac was a gond one, and worthy of commenda-
tion. In the central portion of large cities frame mi-
provements should b prohibited ; that is ail right, not
only because of their dépreciating the ralue of busineas
property, but their increasng the danger ot tire. But
some judgment must aIso b exercised in the enforce-
ment of this particalar kind of ordinance, and while

public safety sbould be well guarded, the rights of
citinens in other respects must e taken lntvonsider-
ation. The Are limits lac as nom enforc.' dit on the
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