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THE MANUFACTURERS' CONVENTION.

0f the various conventions, of a business kînd
wbicb bave lately been beld in Toronto, none exceeds
in importance or perhaps even in interest the gatber-
ing this week from. ail over the Dominion of mem-
bers of the Canadian Manufacturiers'. Association.
Somietbing like 300 out of a total membership exceed..
»ing i,200, wýere in attendance, and their deliberations
covered a period of tbree days. The address of tbe
retiring president, Mr. C.. E. Birge, of Hamilton, was
delivered yesterday. That gentleman, wbile illustrat-
ing by statistics the growtb aftd activity that pre-
vails, made a point in asserting that manufacturera
have done their sbare towards the existing prosperity
of the country by creating a market for the products
of the farni, The preférence given to British goods by
the Canadian Government bas been supported, as a
rule, by the manufacturers, altbough it bas been a
tborn in the side of some of Oi.r industries. Stili more,
they suifer ýfrom the abuse of' the preference by
Germait aid other firms which have their producta
shipped to, Great Britain and transhipped thence toi
Canada toi take unfair advantage of the preférence.

Compa ring our trade with the United States with our
trade with Britain, and alluding to the efforts now
being made across the Line 45, to work up reciprocity
wi'th Canada, Mr. Birge tersely says: " Thanks to
Providence and our own integrity, we have learned
to, stand alone ;" and we can get along without those
reciprocal relations with the United States which we
long sought in vain.

lie then makes a plea for tariff revision, and
gives reasons therefor. He looks forward to a period
when times will not be so good as now on either side
of the Lakes, and whien this country may be made a
slaughter market by the larger country toi the south
unless we protect ýour normal manufactures. What
hie says, too, about competition among Canadîan
factories and the necessity for factory-government
and for ascertaining the cost of goods turned out, is
well worthy of careful heed.

At the reception on Wednesday -evening in the,
Legisiative Buildings, the Premier of Ontario sounded
some notes of agreeable sound to loyers of Canadian
autonomy and to believers in Canadian progress.
"ýWe must stand together," hie said, " province toi
province. What benefits one should ben-efit ail. The
prosperity of Canada does not depend wholly on the
agriculturist. Agriculture is one of the great props
of our prosperity, but if we send our raw material
abroad to be made into the finished article we are

Ipumping the life-blood out of our country." The best
judges of what is best for the country should be the
Canadian people. How toi attain that best is the
problem of to-day. Strive toi excel as manufacturers,
said Mr. Ross, There is room for you at home, for
we stili import a hundred million worth of goods;
there must be room for you abroad, for of Canada's
total exports only five per cent. goes to countries out-
side the British Empire and the United States.
Finally, said the Premier, touching the Chamberlain
proposais: " We don't know wbat John Bull is going
to do. We believe he'll dO the kindly thing with Can-
ada, but hie sometimes hesitates before hie makes a
step forward. We could whisper in his ear that hie
might give us a preferen ce; we could whisper in bis
ear that hie might send us some of bis millions of
surplus population. Anything hie can do for Canada
would be a good investment, as there is no part oif bis
dominions more loyal than Canada."

THE COTTON GOODS SITUATION.

A certain degree of unsettled ness bas developed
in the cotton goods market. Last week representatives
of tbree of the Ieading cotton manufacturing comn-
panies met together in Montreal, and, after consider-
ing the situation, two came to the conclusion tbat
tbey would be justified in raîsing prices of several
staple articles by from 34 toi 34c. per yard, and cotton
blankets by 5c. per pair, or at the rate of about 7y2 per
cent. It may be explained that it is the customn toi
make prices in the cotton trade on a basis of the aver-ý
age prîce of the raw material, and as at the timne the
prop9sal was m~ade, raw cotton of the kind required
could bardly be obtained under 13c., wbile the basis
upon wbich -the new proposed prîces were actually


