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DISEASES 0F THE KIDNEY, AMENABLE TO SLJRGICAL
TREATMENT.*

13v DR. C11RISTIAN FE.NGER,, CICAGO,
Professor or Clinical Stirgcry, RZush lâcdical Couirge.

Before entcring upon the consideration of the topic assigncd,
1 desire to acknovledgre my appreciation of the compliment
paid me in, inviting me to speak before this Association, and to ex-
press the pleasure that it gives to appear before you on this
-occasion.

ORIGIN AND GROWTH 0F SURGERY 0F THE KIDNEY.

The surgery of the kidney began thirty1 years ago, %vlien on
AUgUSt 2nd, 1869, Gustav Simon, of H-eidelberg, rcmoved a kcidney
b>' the lumbar înethod for an irreparable ureteral fistula. This
.operation demonstrated that a mani could live in perfect health, if
flot in perfect security, with oni>' one Iidney.

This newv field of surger>' developed rapidi>', as may be seen
from a review of the literature on this subject. If we take, for
-example, the Virchowv-I-irsch Jahresbericlht, and courft the number
of papers on surger>' of the kidrie> therein noted, the count wvill flot
include ail the papers ivritten on this subject, but will give a rela-
tively correct idea of the growth of the literature.

In the flrst decade, from 1869 to 1879, less than twenty articles
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