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system. Mien, agrain, in quite a nutrber of cases, we founld that a
tutiior whiclî at tlîirty wvas distin<.tlV fibroid, anci presenteci no,
evidence of r-nalignity, becatrne tranisfo)rind at forty to fifty into a
clistinictly rnatgnant growtli, vcry often breaking downi in the
centre, suppurating, and causing septic itifeçtion. Tihe wriier lias
Seenl one or More of ail thiese accidents occurring atnong the two
litnclrcd and odcl caý.ses of tibroid tumior which have passed
throughi his li-iinds,, soi that lie now luoks upon a fibroid tumour the
size of a fétal hicld not incirely as a solid turn<r of" tlîat size, but
as an objeet w~ith immiiensýe possibilitic-s, far- beyond uts size, foi-

enagering the life ()f its; possessor ; anid hce now feels it his dut),
to urehiq miedciaI friencîs to look for thiese cases, by exaiingiii
every patient with any ()f the above mientioned syrnptorns, and if
any (lecicled enlargement of the uterus is founid, not due to pregy-
riancy, to, have lier' cas;e fürther investigated, so that if a, fibroid
tumior, even the su;e of a~n orangre, is discoverecl, steps rna> be at
once takeni t î enucleate it if it is subperitoîteal or submnucus, or to
r-er-nove the tuter-u-; with the ovaries anci tLi1?-es %vithout delay if it is
interstitial.

This DringTS Up another point foi- consicleration \Vhy tiot
leave the tubes an-] ovaries? nie ansxer is very simtrple. Careful,
examunation of thiese organs in m-any hutndrecîs of cases after the
uiteirui- had beeni remnovcd for fibroid tumors lias shiovn, alm-ost
Jeitliott exception, that the ovaries and tube., were diseasecl; iii
mnany of thern there beingr cièn-se adhesions, w~hiIe in others thiere
have been yroapnpoapnovarian cysts, etc., so that
on accounit of the ovarie,; and tubes alone, one is, in most cases,
justifieci in operating.

Another g-reat advantage in carlier operating is the almost
total absence of miortality, if tic uterus is remnoved biure it lias
attained Uic size of a cocoanut, and tue arteries cati be tiecl su
effectually, before being cut, that the operation is practically a
bloodless one, only from one-hlf to twvo ounces of blood being
lost from tlîe patient. Secondly, the operation is very quick,.
txventy to tliirty minutes sufficing in an orclinary case, if one lias
good «assistants; atid it is %ve1l known tlîat the miortality us
pretty closely in, proportion to the uîumber of minutes during
wliii the patient is utîder tue anestlietic. Tlîe general practi-
ttoîîer wlio discovers a fibroid tumor early, and Urges its itiime-
cliate removal before it lias -becomne adlierent to the surrouinding
organs, anci before it lias liacl time to exlîaust the woman by a
hiemorrliage, or to ruin lier kidneys, thereby renders the 'niortality
of the operation almost tîil, wvhile if the turnor is allowed to grow
large and the patient to run down, a longer time wilI be required
for its removal, and -the risk of anestiiesia will be much greater;
also there xvill be more hemorrhage, so that a small deatli-rate
will be im*possible, even for the best operator.
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