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Sceaveely were these orders (n existende, when their
power and their propagation become ane of the most
important kixtorical facts of the periadd. "The Chureh
anddenty finds herself mistress of twa numerous or-
mies, moveable and always available, veady” at any
momeat Lo invade the woeld. I 1277, hadi a cen-
ey after the death ol =t Dominick, his order had

aleeady  four hindeed amd seventeen convents in M-

rope. T &1, Faieis, o his own life-time, assewbles

five thovsand of his monks at Ascisin 3 and thivty-
five vears after. in nambdering the forces of the Sera-
1.hic.0rdnr at Noarbaone, itis fouad that, i thirty-
tirer provinees, it already reckons eight hundred
monssieries, and at least tweaty thensand relizious,

A century later, s members wers (:mnpnh\-l at one

hundred and fifty thousand.  “Dhe conversion of pa-

ean patons is renewed : Franciseans sent by Tono-
ceat 1V od St Louis, penetiate 1g Moroceo, to

D:unascus. and even amongst the Mongals 5 but their

chief cave is n overcome the passions of paganismin

the beart of Chvistian nations.  ‘Vhey spread abroad
ovey Tialy, toro asunder by internal dissensions, seek-
ing everf where o recencile oppusite partics, 10 up-
0ot vrrors, acting as supreme avhiters, aceording to
the Jaw ol charity. They were seen in 1233, tra-
versing the whole Italian Pentasula, with crosses, in-
cense, and olive-branches, singing and  preacling
peare, reproaching cities, prinees, and even the chicls
of the Charch, with their faulis apd their esmities.

‘T'be wations submit, at least for a time, to that sub-

fime mediation ; the nebles and the people of Tlai-

sence are reconciled at the bidding of a Francisean;

Pisa and Viseonti, at that of a Dominicani and on

the plain of Verona two hundred theusand souls ave

seen crowding around the blessed Joln-of Vieenza,

a preaching fiar, sent by the Pwpe to quiet the dis-

tuebance in Tuscany, in Romagna and in the Lrevi-

st March., Oun this solemn oceasion, he takes for
his text the words: * Ay peace Tleave you; my
peace [ give nnto you ;" and biefore be ends, an out-
barst of tears aml soby shows that every heart is
tonehed, and the chieis of the rival houses of Iiste
anid Romano, embracing each other, give the signal
for a general rveconciliation.  TU is true that these
happy resuits did not lact fong; but the evil was, at
least, vizorously opposed, the sap of Christianity was
revived in the souls of men, & gigantic struggle was
every where and always earried on in the name of
equuty against the dead letter of the law, in the name
of elurity amainst the perverse inclinutions of man,
i the nume of grace and faith against the dryness
add the paucity of seientifie reasoning.  Nothing es-
eaned rlus new influcace; it moved the seattered in-
labitauts of the rural districts; it shared the sway of
the universitiesy it even affected the king on his
throne. - Joinville tells us how, at the first place
where be landed on bis return {rom the Crusade, St.
Lauis was welcomed by a Franciscan, who told him
that # never was kingdom lost, save for want of jus-
tice, aud that he must be carefl to administer jus-
tice promptly and willingly to his people.© And that
every one was mind{ul of the king.’ It is well
known how he sought to steal away from his dearly-
heloved wife, his {riends and counsellors, to renounce
the erown which he so gloriously wore, and go hin-
wlf to beg his bread like St. Francic. Bat he was
ohliged to content himself with becoming a penttent
ol the third order; for in their all-conquering army
they had a suitable place for every one. Together
with these batfalions of imonks, numnerous monasteries
were opened for virgins who aspived ta. the honar of
mmolating  themselves for Christ, and the vast . alli-
listions kanwwn under the name of (Zird orders offered

a place for princes, warriors, married people, futhers

of families, in a word, to all the faithful of both-sexes

who wislied to associate. themselves, atleast indi-
reetly, in the great work -of regencrating Christen-

dom, C o
_Tradition relates that the two glorious . patriarchs

of that regeneration had at ore,time an idea of unit-

“ing their elorés and their orders, apparently so mugh

alike; but the celestial ingpivation on . wlrieh they

acted revealed to them.-that there was room for two

different powers, for -1wo kinds of war against the
vasion of evil; They seem to have divided their
sublime mission, and also the moial world, in order to
hrmg back charity .and knowledge to the bosom of
the Clureh, . and (o reconcile those two great rivals
which cannot exist nne without thie other. . This re-

conciliation.was effected by them as it had never. been,.

before.  \Whilst the love that-consumed and ab-
5"?"ht}fl the sonl of St. Francis has ever gained for
him ia the Church the name of the Seraph of Assi:

siam, it would not be rash, perhaps, with Dante, to |-

Mtribute to St, Dominick, the.power and the light
ol the Cherubim. 'Théir children shewed themsclves
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! That sex, emancipated by Chiristianity, and rising in
i the esteem of Christian nations, accordiny as the de-
j votion 1o the Blessed Virgin increased, cvuld not {ail
{10 take an active part in the new developments of the
ipower fo which it owed s freedom.  Thus, Bt
i Dominick had introduced a fruitiul reform into the
“rufe of the spouses of Christ, and openerd a new ea-
creer-to their virtnes,  But it was not wntil lonmalter,
ithat in Marcaret of ILmgary, Agnes of Dlonte-
+ Pulciano, and Catherine of Sienna, this branch of
i the Dominicau (ree was o bring forth those prodiyivs
iof sanctity which have since been so numerous.
| Prancis, more fortunate in this regard, finds at the
outset.a sister, an ally worthy of hin,  Whilst be, n

if'nithl'ul to this distinct tendency, whicli ended in the
tsame elernal unity, and with some [ow notable ex-
"eeptions, it may be said that, datipg from that pe-
friod of the Churel’s histary, the part which bas es-
Fpecially fallen ta (he Seraphic Oeder was the distil-
Ving and diffusion of the tre- ares of tove, the mys-
Hertous joys of saerilice 3 whilst thut of the Preachers
was, as their naime unplies, to prhpagu!v. defend, and
Vestablish-the truth.  Neither one nor the other failed
i[in its nission 3 and bath in their adoleseence, and in
(the course of the hall-centuiy of which we speak,
jgave to the Chureh perhaps more Saints and Doc-
i tors than she liad ever possessed in 5o short un inter-
i val, fram the first ages of her existence,  Following
Velesely in the {ootsteps of St. Dominick—tliat holy | merchant’s son, commenced his work with some other
“ehampion of the faith—that coadjutor of the Eter- | humble citizens of Assisium, in that same eity, Clara
'ual Taborer, comes all at once the Brother Jourdain, | Seifli, the daughter of a poweriul Count, felt berseli
Pworthy of being his first successor, and geseral of Dinspired with a similar zeal.  She was ouly eiwhteen
ihis order 5 then St. Peter of Veroua, honored with ! years of age when, on a Palm-Sunday, whilst the
ithe title of the martyr as it by excellence, and who, - palms borne by others are withered and faded, bers
jassassinated by the hereties, wrate on the ground ! sudilenly blooms anew. It is-for her a precept and
:with the blood {rom his wounds the frst words of the " ivarning from on high.  'hat very night. she fics

Creed whose truth he maintained at the expense of | fram her father’s hrase, penetrates to the Porzinn- |

his fife; then St, Ilyacinih and Céslas bis brother,
those yaung Polish nobles, why, meeting St. Dowmin-
rick in’ Rowe, were induced to renaunce all worldly

‘:r:.vlac, kneels at the feet of St. Francis, reccives {romn
hiw-hands the eord and 1he coarse woollen habit, and
i deyotes kerself like ki to evangelieal poverty. Tn
}grearncss, in order to carry that new fight to their | vain do her parepts persecute her; she is joined by
iown conntry, whence it was 10 spread with lightning ' her sister and many other virgins, who vie with her
frapidity through Lithuania Muscovy and Prossia;|in their austerities and privations. Tn vain do the
fthen, St. Raymond de Penafort, chosen bj Gregory | Sorereign Pontifis entreat her to maderate her zeal,
11X to assist in {raming the legislation of the Clurch, | ta;accept some fixed rule, since hor strict seclusion
 the author of the Decrees and successor of St. Do- : forbade her 1o go, like the Friars Minors, to solicit
}miuiclc; finally, that "I:heobald Visconti, who was Echaj‘ity from the faithful, and reduced her to depend
ito preside over the affairs of the Church, under the { on chance assistance.  Sle obstinately resisted, and
iname of Gregary X, before he became eternally en- | Tnnocent TV finally grants her the prizilege of per-
titled to its prayers, as Beatified in Heaven. “Abreast | potaeal poverty, the only one, he said, that none had

of these men whose sanctity the Churell has conse-
crated, a host of others were distingnished for their
talents and learning.  Albert the Great, that colos
sus of learning, the propagator of Aristotle and the
master of St. Thomas; Vincent de Beauvais, anthot

cver belore asked of him.  « But Fle,” he added,
“who feeds the birds of the air, who clothes the
earth with flowers and verdere, can well feed and
clothe you till the day whea Ile shall give Himself
for your eternal aliment—whea Ile will embrace you

of the great encyclopedia of the middle ages; Cardi:.
nal Yugues de Saint-Cher, who wade the first con-
cordance of the Scriptures ; Cardinai Tenri de Suzon,
author of L Somme Dorée ; and ahave all in sanc-
fity as in knowledge, the great St. Thomas d’Aqui-

Aith s victorious arm in the fulnessof His glory and
beatitude.” "Three Popes and a multitude of other
!saintly and noble personages came to seek light and
Lconsolation from that humble virgin,  In'a few years
she sces a whole army of pious women, with queens
nas, the dngeiic Doctar, the gigantic thinker,.in | and princesses at their head, rising and-encamping in
whom there sceins to be summed up all the science | Burope, nader the rule of Francis of Assisium, living
of the ages of laith, and whose magnificent synthesis [ under her direction and called from her poor Clares.
has never since been equalled ; who, with all his vapt | But in the midst of this spivitual empire, her modesty
abstraction is still an admirable poct, and merits to | is so great that she is never seen to raise her eyes
be chosen ‘as the intimate friend and counsellor of | hut ohce, viz.;, when she asked the Pope’s blessing.
St. Louis in the most intricate aftairs of his kingdom. | The Saracens come: to besige her monastery ; sick
% Thou hast written weil of me,” said Clrist to hint ! and bed-ridden she arises, takes the ostrasory in her
one day; “what reward dost thou ask?” Your- | hapd, walls forth to meet them,and they immediately
sell;” replied the Saint,  That word comprises bis | take to flieht. “After fourteen years of a holy union
whole life and times. ;with'St. Trancis, she loses Lim 5 then,-baving long
The army of St. Francis marched to baltle under | endured the most grievous infirmity, she dies afier
chiefs mo less glorious than those of the Dominicans ; ; having dictated a most sublime testament: and the
during his.own life time, twelve of his first disciples | Sovereign Pontiff, who bad witnessed her death. pro-
went to gather the palms of martyrdom amongst the ! poses her at once to tie veneration of the faithful,
beatben,  B. Bernard, B. Egidius, and B. Guy of i proclaiming her the resplendent light of the temple of
Cortona, all of that company of Saints who were { God, the princess of poverty, and the duchess of hu-
companions and disciples of the holy founder—sur- ! mility.
vived lim, and preserved the invielable dJeposit ofi As-8i. Francis found a friend and sister in St
that spirit of love and humility wherewith he had'| Clare, so did St. Anthony of Padua in the blessed
been transported.  Scarcely had the seraph taken Iis : [elena Fnsinelli ; but, by a marvellous effect of
place before the throne of God, when bis place in the | divine grace, it is especially amongst the daughters
veneration of the warld is aceupied by lim, whom all | of kings that the mendicant order finds its most emi-

prociaim as his first-born: St. Anthony of Padua,
celebrated, like his spiritual father, for that control !
nver nature which won for him the name of Thauma- |
urgus 3 he who was named by Gregory IX the Ari,
of the Two Covenaats, who had the gift of tongues, ;
like the Apostles; who, after having edificd France
and Sicily, spends his last years in preaching peace)
and union to the Lombard citics, dbtains from the
Paduans the privilege of the cession of funds for ua-
happy debtors, ventures alone to upbraid the ferocious
Ezzelin. with his tyranny, makes the ruthless oppres-
sor tremble, as he himself confesses, and dies at
thirty-six, in the same. year.with St Elizabeth.
Somewhat later, Roger Bacon* reinstates and sane-
tifies the study of nature, classifies- all the scieices
and foresces, if he does not even effect, the great~
est discoveries'of modern times.” Duns Scotus dis-
putes with'St. Thomas, the empire of the schools;
and that great genius finds a rival and a friend in St.
Bonaventure, the Seraphic Doctor, who being asked
by his illustrious rival, the Az gelic Doctor, from what
books lie derived his amazing knowledge, painted in
silence to his crucifix, and who was found washing
the dishes in bis convent when the Cardinal’s hat was
brought him. .

But it is chiefly through women that the order of
St. Francis sheds unequalled  splendor on that age.

t

* Bornin 1214. To him is attributed the discovery of gun-
prwder, tne teleseops, &e. 1t is knowa that-he presented to

nent saints ; whether they enter upon the strict pb-
servance of the Poor Clures, or, restrained in the
bonds of marringe, can only adopt the rule of the
third order. The first -in date and in-renown is that
Flizabeth. of IIungary, whose life we have written.
Tt was not in vain, as we shail see, that Pope Gre-
gory IX obliged St. Fiancis fo send ber his poor
cloak ; like Iliseus of old receiving that of Elias,
she was to find therein the fortitude to become his
heiress. . Tnflamed by her example, her cousin-rer-
man; Aenes of Bohemia, refuses-the hand of the Em-
peror of .the Romans, and that of the king of Eng-
land,dnd writas to St. Clare, that shie, too, bastaken
vows of absolute ‘poverty. St. Clare replies in an
admirable Tetter which has beer preserved,andat the
same time sends to her royal eeophyte ncord toencirele:
her waist, an earthen bowl and a crucifix. | Tike ber,
Isabella of [rance, sister of St. Louis, refuses to be-
come the wife of the Emperor Conrad IV., to be-
come a Poor Clare, and die a Saint like her brother.
Marguerite, the widow of that loly king, the two
daughters of St, Ferdinand of Castile, and. Helena,
sister 1o the king of Portugsl, follow that example.

which united our Elizabeth to-St. Francis and St.
Clare, whom she had taken for models, it is chiefly.
were a nursery of Saints, After her cousin Agnes,

‘Gallicia’y then her niece, St. Cunegunda, Duchess

‘Clement IV that plan of reformmg the cricadar, which was
afterwards adopied Ly Grogory XL .

!6f Poland; ‘and whilst apother of. her uieces, the

.

But as il Providence wouhibless the tender bond:|

her family which-offers fo the .Seraphic Order as it|:

it is her sister-in-law, the blessed: Salome, queen of |

[P [

{ blessed  Margaret of Tungary, prefers the order of
{8t. Dawmirick, in which she dies at the age of
tweaty-eight, the grand-daughter of her sister named
after bier Elizabeth, having become Queen of Porta-
sgal, enbraces, like her, the third order of St. Tran-
j cis. and like her merits the eternal veneratign of the
Caithifel,

1o view ol these Franciscans of roval birth, we
must nat lose sight of those whoin the grace of God
Jrew forth from the lowest ranks ol the neople.
PRuel was Bt Margaret of Cortonn, who, from 2
(prostitute, bocame the madel of penitentss and espe-
eially, St. Rese of Viterbo, the iflustrinus and poetic
Lheroine of the faith, who, thongh scareely ey years

Jabl, when the fugitive Pope had ot in Ttaly a spat

Pwhere he might remain, weut down (o the pub-
vlie square of her native cily, to preach the rights
jof the Iely Hve against the fmperial power which .
i she suceeeded in shaking, mevited to be exiled at i~
vteen, by order of Trederie IT, and returned in triumph
Pwith tie Churely, te die at seventeen, the admiration
Uof all Ttaly, where her name is still popular.

T'hose iwo great orders whiel peopled Heaven by
stirring up the earth, met, hatwithstanding the dives-
sity of their characters and modes of action, in one
i common object—the Jove and veveraticn of Mary.—
i It was immpossible thut the influence of this sublime
thelief in the Virain-Mether, which hiad been steadily
%nmi rapidly increasing, since the proclamation of her
divine waternity at the Council of Ilphesus, should
inot be comprised in the immense spiritual movemeut
ol the thirteenth century ; hence, it may be said that
lif, inthe preceding centary, St. Bernard had given
the sanme impulse to the devotion of the people for -
lthé Blessed Virgin, that he had impressed on every
tnoble iustinct of Christianity, it was the two great
mendicant ovders who raised that Jdevotion to a po-
sition at once firm and exalted.  St. Dominick, by
the establislment of the Rosary, and the Franciscans
by preaching the doctring of the Tmmaculate Con-
ceptiony reared, as it were, two majestic columns, the
oue of praclice, (he other of doctrine, from the sum-
mit of which the gracious Queen of Angels presided
‘over Catholic piely and Catholic science. St. Bo- -
naventure, the great and learned theologian, becomes
a poct to sing her praise, and twice paraphrases the
entire Psalterin ler honor.*  All the works and all
the institutions of that period, and especially "all the
inspirations of art as they have heen preserved to us
in her great cathedrals and in the lays of her pocts,
manifest an immense development in the heart of-
Christian people, of tenderness and veneration for
Mary.t

In the very bosom of the Church, and even ouiside
the two families of St. Dainick and St. Francis,
the devotion tothe Blessed Virgin brought forth effects
as precious for the salvation of souls, as venzrable
for their duration. 'I'hree new orders were conse-
crated to her in their very origin, and placed under
shelter of her sacred name. That of Mount-Carmel.}
emanating from the Holy TLand, as the best produc-
tion of that soit so fruitful in prodigics, gave, by the
introduction of the Seapular, a sort of new standard -
to the followers of BMaiy. Seven wmerchants of
Florence founded at the same time§ that order whase
very name denotes the pride they experienced,in that :
age-of chivalric devotion, in bending beneath the
sweet yoke of the Queen of heaven; the order of
the Servites ar Serfs of Mary, which immediateiy -
gave to the Church St. Thilip Benizzi, author of the
touching devetion of the Seven Dolors of the Virgin,,
At length thut cherished name was attached to an
institution worthy of her maternal beart—the Order
of Our Lady of Mercy.}| intended for the ransom of
Christian captires from the infidels.  She bad herself
appeared, it was said, on the same night, to King
James of Aragon, St. Raymond de Penalort, and 8t,
Peter Nolasquer, beseeching them to interest them-
selves for her sake in the fate of their captive bre-
thren. A}l three obeyed; and Peter became the
chiel’ of the new order, which made a rapid progress: .
aud soon-after produced that St. Raymond Nonnat,
who sold himself to redeem a slave, and who was
pageed by, the infidels, so invincible did they find his .
wards. - :

"Chis same-- object: of - mercy, with & desire for the

{

!

* Besides' hiv Sperenlum B. VDL, which is, perhaps, the -
most popular work of the middle ages, this Saint has writtes
the ﬂﬁim'um. Majns B.V.AL, which is composed of ‘one
hundred and fifty psalms, analogous to thoss of David, and ap-
plied to the Blessed Virgin ; then the Psalterfum Minus, which
_ congists of onk hundred and fifly-fotu-line stanzasy finally, the
Laus B. V.MM, and 2 paraphrase on the Safva, alse 1n verse.

t It was in 1220 that the Margrave Henry of Moravia, and
his wife Agnes, founded the first chapel at Mariazell, in Synn,
even in our-daysa famous and popular pitgrimage in Germany.
Tt was only in 1248 thatthe Ave AZgrie came.into general use.

t Ho received his first rule from the patrinrch Albert, in 1208,
in 1247, The sca~ -

,was confirmed in 1226, became a mendicant, in 1247, The
Linori Stock, who e

_pular.was given by the Blessed V.rgin to St.
died about 1250, ‘ ‘

§ In 1239. The
in 1274, .
.- §j Coimenced in 1

order was confirmed at the Couacil of Lyos, ...

é-zs,' a;?proved of in 1235,




