16 TE.. PEARL : DEVOTED TO POLITE LITERATURE, SCIENCE,

AND RELIGION

A VISIT TO THE QUICKSILVER MINES OF IDRIA.

At the entrance to the village of Idria, in Germany, mny pass-| up, and a strong fire having been lighted under the centre build-
potis were examined, and the officer having ascertuined that [ ""” the quicksiver rises in the form of vapour, and passing |mo
wished to examine the mines, said he would send a person 01;”“‘ swall chambers, isthen condensed by the cold "t.no;phe.e
accompany me. Accordingly a serjeant soon after calied at theddm““d tham.
public-house where I lodged, to say that the mining operations;; brought heve in the form ofthe native rock :
wera carried on day and night, and thet Tecould enter stany thne. - 10 say, that ths
1 hiad noticed from the hills a dark crowd of men in front of a'ithe heat of the
large building, and those, hetold me, were the evening g:xxag,fi;grélte, and thus allow the escape of the quicksilver.
about commencing the descent. 'this process is over, the door-ways
morning,

Some of the ganzue, you will observe, was
1 understood them
expansive power uf the vapour, together with

got
|
ire, was sufiicient to cause the rock

to disinte-
W hen‘
of the chambers are once
more opened, and the quicksilver, which is found chiefly adhering :
in drops to the sides aud cellinz, is scraped off, and, running it
a hoilow in the floor, is taken thence to the cleaning and bottling:
room. Itappears to act on the mortar of the chambers, for I found
Ithe Iatter fluky,

The cleaning-process is very simple, a piece of canvass being
;mercly spread over a funnel,

I appointed six o’clock in the
and on waking, found him waiting for me. At the build-};

entrance of the mines, we changed our dresses, and the heeper
unlocking an iron' gate, we found ourselves ina horizontal gallery,
threa or four hundred yards in fength, running directly into the
Lill, at the foot of which the edifice is erected. Ifere we cameto
s small chapel, with alight burning before the picture of the
Virgin, and turning short to the left, commenced the descent, It] pass throngh this, comes out sufiiciently pure.

has nothing diflicult, being efiected the whele way by means of ‘home consumption is then tied up in sheepskins,
stairs in pretty good order : indeed, the mines have nmhuw e‘PONMIU'\ is put in iron bottles, larga enough to contain sixty-
corresponding to the ideas of terror which we are apt to connect’ "*h! pounnds,

|
i
ing ulluded to, which is un one side of the village, and covers the'z
!
i
!
Z

with such places, except the atinosphere, which, througlout thv; wirter months, and then the vapour which escapesfrom itis a
mine, wust be strongly impregnated with mercurial vapour, andserious annoyance to the town ; they have a blast three times)
is constantly producing salivation among the woriiien. tw’wrv fortnight.

Ifaving descended by seven handred and twenty-seven steps,ij The price of quicksilver at the mines is one hundred and
reaching to a depth of one hundred and twenty-five fathoms, we;itwee!vu florins for one hundred German poands. The quantity
aserived at the region where chicfly the cinnabar is procured, 'I‘he""‘llm ally procured is about one hundred and sixty-four tons ; for-
mining operations are carried on principally in galleries, the ﬂmblu merly it was greater, and bronght a better price 5 their market,!
nature of the ground or rock seldom admitting of farger chanl
"The cinnabar is in strata of frem two to six inches in thicks silver mines near Almeria, in Spain.—Jagazine;
and of a variety of colours, from dark to light red, the quicksilver ;(’fPO pular Science.
sometimes being mixed with it, sometimes oceuring in the mm-‘} e
vening strata of earth or stone. Sowmetimes the cinnalar is of o '
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brillant red, and once I found itin small erystals 5 but
- o . ! . .
specimens are rare : generally itis ofa duil red colour, and the} The summit attained, we cast onr eyes over—1I will not sav

i

stone is so brittle, that nothing miore than a pickaxe is required:

ers. which i3 chieflv in China, having been injured by compmnon
L from the quicl

3,

such

erjorel, according to the cnstomary phrase—one of the nost

the strata affording the quicksilver appsared to have no parti oular witheripg and hepe'ess-looking prospects of endless mountaips of

i
direction, and occupy about one-third or one-half of the entire!

srow that ever grected the influned optics of miserable travellers ;
mass of rock.

Proceeding a short distance, however, we came it seomed as ify in trath, tha morning sun coming forth ecould

to galleries where the cinnubar is less common, and the qmcn-‘ “ wake noeye tolife in that wild selitude ;*° and on these
silveris the chiefobject of search. It occurs here somatimes allitades we continued, plunging down one side of a peak to
imbedded in a filable rock, sometimes in a kind of earth, in ap~mount up another, thus making our way along the crest of the
pearance and hardness resembling talcose slate, but principul'y",-;‘]ge for soveral hours, w
in the former. Generally it isin particies too miaute for the! jng,
naked eye ; but often, wheu the werk isbroken, N

ith o continuation of eflort quite exhaust-
until our alpive trojeet terminated in one of the steepest
and longeat descents T ever made. T am certain we came sheer
present themselves, varying from a size just large enough to L c':dn\\'n an uninterrapted mountain-side of full three thounsand fee
seen, up to that of a cominon pin’s head. "Thes: g

gmal! globules

.Ol)umi are

‘in heizht, npon alitde hollow, rather than a valley, of unbroken

not distributed at random throagh the mass, but tha substance in syon w, in which lay a village like a black-winged bat sleeping in ‘

of the severest things I ever

which they occur forins strata, usually about cane inch or two in 'y pest of ejder-down. It was one

thickness. "]“,) to do.
Descending still lower, we soon cama to the richest part of the'’ Uthe horse’s neck in the attempt,

mine. IHere the gangue cousists almost entirely of talcoss earth,’

mentioned above, and the globules are so Jurge that when it is

broken, they fali out and roll to the bottom of the gallery. The!

iabourers here are relieved every four hours, buing unable, fromy
s ,

There was no riding 5 my saddle came twice over;

and thes Taave it up. Tt was
just one lonz slipping and scrambling-match the whole way!i
down ; and I zot half-a-dozen severe tumbles to help my poor
wreiched back, by the heels of my clumsy bools sliding from!|

under me on the old frozen snow.

‘Ibulldmg The doors of the chamber are then carefuily wulled1

"nm

and the erevices all filled with small globules. {

and the quicksilver, being made to:
That intended for!
while that for:

The furnace is kept in operation enly during lhv*

tideace at !/

rections of his master, uniil, quite done up, he is withdrawn to he
,,replacpd by a fresh leader. Does a wreath occur, he smelis
Pabout fur awhile to discover the soundest and shallowest part,
'NIPI] boldly dashes atit with his fuli ioree, and never halts until ha
ﬂmn(. ors through or gets so deeply entangled as (o require help
“to cffect hig extrication. Il thesnow is very deep, there muat
be many such leaders pot forward in front, for the track of ona
;is not safficient to open up a passage for the loaded beasts ; and
'lrul) it is a fine thing to see these bold sagacious brutes performing
‘the duty which they know falls to their share.  The loaded ani-
follow with more cantion, but their sagacity is  scarosly
Hess admirable. If they fall or stick, there isa momentary floun-
der, and a strong eflort to get free 3 but if this faile, they know
as well as if they were endowed with reason, that they are pow-
erless without the aid of mien, so they lie quite composed in the
snow till that aid comes ; and then, to be sure, the practised
manner in which they assist these efiorts is wonderful. Then
for the tren ; to see these hardy fellows, in their heavy felt coats

ar sheepskina, plunging after their beasts, now dashing forward to-
{ help the leaders through a bad step, in another mnment loosing
the load of a fallen mule, covered with snow ; often furced to
f earry the packages themselves fur a considerable way, their mules

‘now and then rolling head over heels down the hill-side, and land-
!mrr in the ravine below, theinselves working on breast deep
L\.hmd with their long staves, to sound the depth of suspicions
,“ﬂ ices.  Then the shouting, and the whinnying, and the braying,
1 and the ringing of bells, and the shrieks or cries of the passengers,
iwho iy be pent up in kajawahs or baskets on either side &
mule, form a'together a scene of intereat and excitement which i
is not easy to forget —Irascr’s Persion Journal.

A Matrimonial Fiz.—Recollect, when you are married yom
are tied by the leg, Sam !

like one of our
yon have a chain danglin’ to your foot,

sodger deserte
with a plaguy heavy,
<hot to the end of it. It keeps you to one place most all the time,
for you can’t curry it with you, and you can’t leave it behind you,
and you can’t do nothing with it.—Suyings und Damg: of Sam
Slick

A PRACTICAL CONCLUSION.

Mr, Chick, an excellent artisan sent cut by the Londert Mission-
ary Bociety in ¥

i, was the first European smith who settled
in the interior of Madagasear ; and to him the ratives of Ankova
especinlly are indebted for their improvement in the art of work-
ing in iron. 1le reached the capital in 1822, and fixed his resi-
Ampmibe, where he erected lLis shop, and fitted it up in
ithe Furopexn style, as far as circumstances would admit.  Mr.
himself a powerful man 5 and the tools, the bellows,

and the large sledge-hammer which he used, filled the
iinatives with the greatest The report of his great
1\cuevwlh socu renched the palace 5 and shortly after he began hig

Chick was

i .
‘the anvil,

astonishment,

iwork, the Ling with a number of his olicers paid him a visit. Mr.
(‘mch s boys were at worlo at ananvil of a middliag size. A spare

,lnnz,, of considerabie weight was standing on the floor in another

- pared in the washing-house as alreud

] partof theshop 5 and the !un" after looking about with admiration
We stopped awhile to put oursel ves to rights and tnke hrm’h‘ for some time, told his officers to lift the anvil that was standing
‘at the bottem 3 and often as I have had wvecasion to

the state of the atmosphere, to work longer than this at ane !?me."
In the other purts ofthe mine they work eight hours. . There aro
three hundred and sixty altogether employed m the mines, divid-"
ed inlo three companies, and workiag each eight hours out of the " yoment, when, still p
twenty-four. i3 only from fiflean to scventeen
kreatzers (8d. to G, English,) a day, the usual pay of day-Ja-
bourers throughout Germany. I found several of them suflering
from the effects of the mercury.

Having loaded myse!f and the guide with spacimens,

admire the!!

jen the floor : each in his tarn put forth Lis utmost strength, bug
courzen of Persian muleteers, Inever did so more than at thw'l

cow’'d not raise it from the groond, * What !’ said the king,
E“ are vou ail conquered ?  Let me try.”> iz Majesty then laid
"hold of it with all his might, and tried to reise it from the ground,
Tlm hat with no better suceess than his officers.  Aoka izay, (snid the
‘earavan which apened this track had come from Khoee, and when! king,) avelao mba atao ny zizaha ankehitriny—** Enough ; let

I‘they reached this little valley, and observed ihe state of the snow,f'thv White man try now.”” M. Chick then lifted the anvil to a
T returned Jknowing that the delile must be impassable, had taken the lm‘d “considerable heizht from the ground, to the great surprise of all
by the same way to the upper mine, aud proceeded next to e\w-i resolution of breasting up this precipitous acclivity, which, pwn pre~9m ; and it is singnlar to notice the fivst impression which

mine the washing-rooms, which are situated a few hundr ed when fres from snow, would be considered as a desperate ut- ‘this evidence of the superior strength of the Englishiman produced
yards from the wines. The gurgue coutsining the metal is (rdx-

ried to this hovse, andifit is of the

anting with the exertion of merely descen:d-

Their pay

ing, Ilooked buek, and measuring the height from which we

fhiad stooped, reflected what the first ascent must have been,

tempt.  What, tihen, must the performance of it have been V\‘mn .on the minds of the king and his suite ; they all concurred in de-
earthy kind it is broken up the embarrassed animals had to flonnder upwards, shoulder-deep” ‘elaring that it would be dangerous to fight with such men.—
and thrown upon large sieves, by tnesus of which the lvese or jo tongh suow 2 when not 2 moment could pass withoot loads F]l s's History of Mudcgnuscur.

native quicksilver, called here junry Jraw, (ovvirgin quicksilver,) fulling and going wrong ; horses and mules tumbling into ho.cg,
is separated from the earth : the latter is then cast into shallow “sinking, giviag up
bekes, open at the ends,

, and all the other exciting occurrences incident’
and a little inclined, and a geutle stream’ to such a strag v'rlp 'mnnﬂ difficulties that are often insurmounnt: able.
of water being made to pass over it, a reke is used, and the oven in this plain ?

THE COLONIAL TEARL,

Ts pu)‘l'uhﬂd every Friday Fvenirg, at seventeen shillings and sixpence
per aunwn, in all enses, one hialf to he paid in advance. Itis forwarded by

. . A the entliest n: ail= 1o subseriliers residing ont of Ha'ifix but no paper will
carthy matter is carried off. There are seven of these boxes in' 4 crown of honour for their perseverance, and a place for indcfuti- listuuce without pasnient beivg made iu advance. No subscri-

succesrion, and by the tiine the re e ¢ 1 N m . I' pticn will be taken for a less term than six months, and vo discontinuance
y e residuum reaches tho last of them gable courage beside the bold Soorajees of Turkey. { permitted bt at the regular period of six months from the date of sub-
it resembles a heavy griy powder, und is sufficiently pure to b ! Perbaps there cannot be a more interesting and exciting spectacla’ seription. All lojters and communieations must be post paid to insnre at.
:re ¢ ] g ] o acl
- |
carried 1o the vupour farnace. 'lhes stony firgments reguire only (han the progresz of a large caravan of mules and yaboos, con-!

tendance and sddressed to Thomas Taylor, Pearl Ofiice, Halifux, N, 8
je cash leans vy R

a slight washing to cleanse them from tho outward carihly impari-  qgeted through the unbroken snow of a stage that has been mt

ties. i

AGENTS.
lup by diift or a heavy full, by these Persian muleteers ; and thc River John, William Blair, Dxq,
y . U
The furnace is half a miile jower down tho v alley, aud atthe y.havour of their animals is ns gallant, as striking, ns their own.‘f

Charlotte ’I’ow‘n,'l Deshrisay,Feq.
St. John, N.B.,G. A, l(\(‘khurl ,Esq
extrame end of the viilage ; it consists of & civculur walled build-" 4 Targs and powerful unloaded mule is nenPra”) chosen to lead fuw,f I;a[’ (J \Au],i:e‘{ Erg.
ing, about forty feet diameter by sixty in height, on cach side of on such occasions 3 and the animal, caparisoned in lnndsome S:Cr:v;j;r‘gfose;h Allis:r(xl, and
which is a continuous range of chambers ten or twelve feet' harness, with bells and fringes, seems conscious of the trust that ot

squarg, aud nearly as many in height : by means of small %qum,“,s veposed in, and the exertions that are expected from him. Far '

openings in the partition walls, the air is allowed 1o pass from'! from being dismayed at the laborious exertions that await him, he ‘

J. G Llnck, Esqgrs.

Fredericton, Wm. Grigor, Eaq.
the centre buildings to the remotest.  Lach has also a door con.-“i is ready to fight for the post of honour, and kicksand bites at
municating with the external air. These buildings are all of 'nny of the rest that attempt to pass him or to share his toils : '1h

Woodstock, Yohn Bedeli, jr. Esg.
New Castle, Henry Allison, Esq.
stone, and are plastered within. The genague, after being pre-jl, sagacity thut seems miracalous, he smells out as it were lhe

Verily, these rongh, hardy muleteers me

Finlifaz, A. & W. McKinlay.

I indsor, James L. Dewolt, I'sq.
Lower Horion, Chs, Brown.
Wolfeiile, Bonc T AL S, DeWo! (.,
Lontvitte, 3 F. Vintehinson, Feq.
Eridzetotn. Thomas #porr, Esq,

Snnapoe’is, Samnel Cowling, Lsq.

lm—'»./, lenry Stewsrt, T‘:q
Yarmowrth, 1. 6. Farish, Fsq.
Amierst, .h»lm Smith, Ber.
Parreimro’, C. F. Ratehford. B
Fort Lawrence, M. Gordon. T
Feonamy, Siies Ho Crane, .
Pictou, ¥r. W 1. Anderson.
'raro, John Ross, Esq.
Antnon..ch Hem'y,

7

Chatham, James Cale, Bxq.

Carleton, &c.. Jos. Meng‘xer. Eng.

lMlImrsl Wi |'um End. Fxq.

§t. Andrews, R. M. Andrews, Esq.

S¢. Steprens, Messrs. FPengree &
Chipmml.

dy described, is removed to [lobliterated track, or searches for a fresh one in the most pmmmnv
this edifice, and placed in earthen pans four inches deep and 'ground. Through the deep but even snow he planges with un-|
fifteen in diameter, which sre piled up so as to Gl the ‘«“""@hﬁ.mnng porseverance, listening occasionally to the shouts or dx-

Prmtcd b W. CUKNABELL, Hcad of Mnrchmgmn s Wharf, where Books,
Pamphlets, Bank Checks, Cards, Cireulurs, Posting and Bhop Bilm,
e, eic. will bo neatly printed.



