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SIPECIU NOTICE.

% svcnSizsRS IN ARREABs are reaDoatfully requested
to remit Iattboir earliet convenilence. The very low price
at which the paper le publIabed rendors necesary a rigid
enforcement of the rule ofpayment in advance. The label
gives the date of expiration.
W Subscribera please examine label. and REMIT
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TO SUBSCRIBERS IN NEW BRUNSWICK,
AND NOVA SCOTIA 

W. B. Stiw, Esq., ls the only person, (Clergy
excepted), at present authorized to solicit and
receive paym ent of Subscriptions in New Bruns-
wick and Nova Scotia.

"PRIEST IN THE CHURCH OF G<OD."

Ther nte in mani ofl Clorgy of the
Church, reflotud in the Laity amongst whom
they minister, a wondrous fear of, and shrink-
ing from, the use of the term applied by Her
te the second Order of the Ministry-" Priest."
Some studiously avoid it: and others have
affirmed that thoro is no recognition of any-
thing like the Priestly character in the Frayer
Bock. Whilst we quite sympathize with the
feeling which induces those, in most cases,
'"good men and truc," to deeire te avoid every-
thing which appears to savour of the errors of
the Roman system, we cannot see reason for
abandoning the word used throughout our
Prayer Book, and in the Church Catholie, as

'the distinctive title of the second Order of the
Ministry. And we wondor still more at find-
ing objection te its use on the part of those
who, in reccivirig the Office of the Priesthood,
followed a Form for the " Ordering of Priests,"
and whose Commission runs: "Roceive the
Holy Ghost for the offico and work of a Pamar
in the Church of God now committed unto
thee by the Imposition of our bands: whoso
sins thou dost forgive, they are forgiven: and
whose sins thou dost rotai-n they are retained.
And be thou a faithful Dispenser of the Word
of God and of Ris Holy Sacraments." This
very Commission marks the recipient off as
differing from the man-made ministers of man-
made churches: it is the convcyance to him of
the Commission once given, but given for all
time, by Rim who is the iead over al, even
Jeaus Christ Himself. Ite use marks him as
olaiming to possess and exorcise authority in
the Ohurch of God lawful and different to that
possessed and exercised by thoeso- wever
good and true and faithful in their own way-
who have net received Episcopal Ordination:
and if this be not recognized and be not true,
then the Bisheop and Priesta prosent at an
ordination, and using and consenting to the
use of such terme as those quoted above, and
concluding with the Invocation of the Holy
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Trinity, ardeceivers o tiemselves and others:
and thosé donÉening to such imposition and
kneeling as in God's presence to receive Hùi
Cominission, are willing participants in a
mockery and a sham. We cannot think that
the interests of the Church are served by any

d_-u t.,y on this question. Bither the
Orders of the Church are ail that is ciaime
for them by her services and system, or her
position la utterly untenable, and her priests
are. shams; and it is a gross injustie to the
ministers of the multitudinous denominations
surrounding h'er to exclude them from partici-
pating in ber services.

OUR SYNODS.

Judging from the reports of the proceedings
in several of the Synods of this eclesiastical
Province, the Provincial Synod would séem to
be regarded in soe degree as an Appellate
Tribunal, for the settlement of local or dio-
cesan differences. This, it seoms to us, is a
mistaken theory. In so far as both Diocesan
Synode and this General Assembly of the
Church are creatures of the civil authority,
their powers are regulated by the Synod Act,
19 and 20 Vict., cap. 141, and cach has an in-
dependent and fixod jarisdiction: that of the
former being limited and local, and of the lat-
ter general, and in the Interest of the Church
in the Ecclesiastical Province as a whole. Up
to the present time we are not aware of any
action on the part of the Provincial Synod
which would constituto it a General Court of
Appeal, although it is quite possible that by
the assent of the several Diocesea such action
might be taken as would-even without fur-
ther legislative interference-clothe it with
such power. But having original, and te some,
extent at least exclusive, jurisdiction over the
subjects asssignod te it by the Act already re-
ferred to-viz., those relating " to the general
management and good government of the
Church "-it would seem that action in regard
to any matter which affects the Church at
large, though alseo possessing diocesan aspects
or qualities, would inherently apportaim te
and bc vested in the General Assembly. Such
a matter wo believe the possession and exer-
cise of tie Degree-conferring power to be;
and this view apro.rently has already been ac-
cepted by the Provincial Synod, since it ap-
pointed a Committee in 1880 to examine and
report as to several matters cognate theroto.
Doubtless, therofore, the whole question of
Diocesan Theological Colleges and their power
te confer degrees Wi11 bo taken up at the ap-
proaching Synod : whon we hope and pray
such a docision 'will be arrived at and such
regulations be made as may best subserve the
interests of the Church at large in maintaining
a high standard of education for her Clergy,
and in upholding the value of Divinity De.
grecs, by preventing any unnocessary incresse
of the bodies having and exercising the power
of granting them, We would also hope that
soue practical advance will be made either to-
warda the amalgamation of ail the UJniversities
into one, or for providing some means whereby
one and the same standard of examination b-
fore a Joint Board for the whole Province may
be bad, and the degree thereafter conferred
bear the imprimatur of the whole Church.

Auun , 1886.

8PIRITUAL LIFE , AND DEQOTeD-
NESS.

Althongh the circumetances and conditions
under which Clerical work is carried on in
this Ecclesiastical Province no doubt differ
widely from those. surrouuding the Clergy in

on, 1 Mict n the fnrcing title

which appeared in Church Bells of July 16th,
over the initials G. T., is so full of practical
wisdom that we think it will be read with
pleasure and profit, and we give it in full:-

Amidat all that has been attempted by way
of Church Defence, and amidst very mnch more
that muet ho attempted if the Church is to pre-
serve her present position, there is one prin-
ciple which is of more value thga aIl other
things put together. It is the posession, by
the clergy more especially, and to a large de-
gree by the laity also, of a depth of spiritual
life and devotedness which, in its thoroughness
and reality, cannot b assumed, but which can
become the posession of any one by the power
Of the Holy Spirit alone. The clergy have
certainly the right to claim this heavenly, this
Divine, and unepeakably blessed gift, because,
having 'been moved by the Holy Ghost to
take to thomselves the office of the ministry,'
and having been duly sot apart and ordered to
their calling, it may not be doubted that Ie
Who hath called them to this will not refuse
them the necessary qualifications for the
thorough discharge of their work. The clergy
have no right te ho lu doubt upon this subject;
their faith unquestionably enables them, to
realize the presence and the power of God in
their life and ministry. It ought not to be
otherwise. But do not the colomn, stirring,
and saddening times call for a great evidence
on the part of the clergy, and of the faithfal
laity also. of much more spiritual life and de-
votedness than is now generally made mani-
feet ?

Although it is the duty of the clergy, in
common with there lay brethren, to take some
share lu matters political, it muet ho owned
that the truest Church Defence by the clergy
consists more in their thoroughness of spiritual
life and devotedness to their high and holy calling
in Christ than in anything besides. As the Rev.
S. Stone (whose hymns have donc se much for
the Church) well rings it ont:-

While their loyal hearts gol singing
Frayer sud praise for baIlle scug,'

the clergy will do far more for the Chureh's
safety by much incroased spiritual work to
their flocks than by any other efforts. They
eau make the people to perceive and know
that within each parish there b frequent, if
not daily ministrations of means of grace.
Their constant, though often wisely brief, in-
structions at short services, will produce a
rigit effect on the minds of many of thoir par-
ishioners, and the oftener those opportunities
of a short service and instruction occur the
more likely is it that ail the folk will appreciate
them.

Lot, however, a very extreme case be suppos-
ed, Let it ho imagined that a clergyman shall
repair to bis parish church in town or country
-say thrice a-week besides Sunday, or perhnps
even daily; toll the bell and say tho Office
appointed. Lot it ho supposed that ho goes
there alone, that not one person appears in the
church for months together, ud that he is ridi-
culod and laughed at forhie peraevering efforts.
l it too much to say that threo results are certain
to follow ? One, that ho will himself greatly
profit spiritually by reading of the word of God
and by prayer in this manner? Another, that
hie people will profit by his supplications for
them? And a third, i there any doubt that
in the_ course of a few months he will soldom
find himself alone in the use of the daily office,
of course presuming that the hour selected is
reasonably convenient?


