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TO THE MEMORY OF COLERIDGE.
(From The Banner of the Cross.)

* The rapt-one of the god-like forehead.
The heaven-eyed creature, sleeps in earth.”
‘WORDSWORTH.

Wild, wayward Coleridge! unto thee belong
The‘hlzhest dignities that earth can give;
Christian, Philosopher, and sweet-voiced Bard!
What though no sounding titles ever fell
From royal hand upon thee?—thou hast gained
Far better tribute from a thoughtful few !

‘Who, that has lingered o’er sweet Christabel,
Or thy wild, mystic story of the sea,

ut oft, unconscious to himself, will murmur
Some‘fragments of the song? Those airy notes
Do cling about the memory, like holy hymn
Chanted in old cathedral, where the voice
Of harmony floats round the pointed arches,
Thongh the loud organ may have ceased to sound.

Th_y god like forehead was all written over
With traces of high thought. Those now pale lips
ere eloquent with wisdom; and the eye
dled with inspiration, as thy words
oured in full torrent upon listening ears.
\:,.‘N'Md as if old Plato were come back
ith his divine philosophy—which thou didst love,
hine was no common mission. Thou didst teach
_'fvhe laws of spirit to a sensual age.—
e ha‘: if the simple mocked thee, and applied
C:x;‘ ose high doctrines every term of scorn—
Sucllxni‘. t:l!‘cerbut a dreamer and a fool ?—
To se e fate of genius, which presumes
M“nwp} f)lne inch beyond the common herd.—
i iile, the seed was falling on good ground,
Tn now is ripening to a golden harvest;
Aruth and Religion own thee for their champion,
nd grateful thousands love thy sainted name!

Jsi drea_ry spot were earth, did not Heaven send us

Ton;e’nmes a great, good man, with life devoted

: 0 ugl'x and noble ends, not all engrossed

Sn getting means to live—but whose large soul,

‘1|V)urmn.g the petty tricks of low-born Prudence,
008 high Philosophy and sacred Song.

JC P
Lancaster, August 1, 1842.

WORSHIP OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN.
(From the Irish Ecclesiastical Journal.)

]
ext{":(;é);siza%[?'s w'hich have been from time to time
AL ok, l; ,]ournal.from the accredited devo-
plaialy the feof Rf)mamsts, demonstrate but too
addre;ses > a;r ul 1dolatry"an.d profaneness of their
e ltle Blessed.\/xrgm. .Her.w.orship cot.)-
mixed up andal:ge a portion of their religion, and is
Wi Interwoven with such prodigious absur-
e Impieties, tl.lat the wonder only is, how
e they can retain any respect or credence
G profanln. dIu fact,.as has been alreafiy observed,
st , l&)m revolting system of their mythology
iy her be re‘nox.m?-ed. and extirpated, root and
lband’ or else (.,hnsnamty 13self w.m.ll eventually be
i oned as a.table and an imposition. Soofler or
er the reaction will take place. Men will not
always remain content with the public performance
Of_ devotions which they ridicule and despise in
Private as the impositions of priestcraft, or the ravings
of fanaticism. The idolatrous worship of the Blessed
Mother of our Redeemer must end at last in the pub-
¢ denial of the truth of his incarnation. As it is,
_Romanists are taught to regard Christ as in real and
bt{nuﬁdc subjection to his mother. The government
of all worlds is in ker hands—in his, ouly that it
may be the more entirely in her's. They paint his
plctl‘lre, they carve and mould his image, as a help-
less infant, carried about in his mother's arms—the
weak and unresisting subject of her guidance and
controul. Au.d this—not for the purpose of realising
ti.he fu.ct of hls.my.steriom incarnation. With thi:
l)ntt-lmon, the fabrication of such images may have
tegun. But long.s'ince they have come to be the
a{i‘::;e:f ].;omz.m faith and piety. The mother is
5 agl rellfefl on, bec‘ause she h::ts the government
oy no(:;: The Son is tr:usted in, because he can
N l‘I:g to the authority of the mother. Let
ok i;n,, passages from duvouom‘il writings at this
e constant and common circulation among
: m§ts, show what they can venture to print and
Publish in a Protestant country.
v(ﬂﬁll;; ﬁ::ltd passage is tra‘nscribed from a little
= pat,mn by the Catholic Book Society,  under
“ o Imia[é;fi:f tfhe Catholic Bis.ho]?s," entitled,
e :lheo I,:l']e Blessed Vu:gm ; composed
ot Tt lltatx?n of (,:SmSt. From the
e Jublin (Coyue): 1836.”" pp. 320 :—
atherar{ is the beloved daughter of the Eternal
Holy (it:;et mo;?er of t_he Son, z‘md the spouse of the
Words, yo :1 ;vm beyzzlmil ctc‘mccwe the sense o.f these
—_— e to form an adequate idea of
“
perfeii)(;:el:'s daught}:er of the Heavenly Father, more
gl ;s e)l')es.t an all pure creatures together,
ik si e the influence of Mary over his heart!
M T o e it e
iy 3 ic . ¢ enriched her on
“ 2
‘hoserevl:oghas truly the m?ther of a Man God as
- 4 ave given us birth are our mothers, will
e not be heard by her divine Son? She ca
according to the Holy Fathers, obtain b w

her
whatever her son can of himself besto 4 g et

> w. Tod
whether she has sufficient power with God t(()) ol;l;ti)[:

the grace of which we stand in need

:vhei;he; ﬂ;,e Son honours his mother Solomon said

o Dethsabee, ‘ My mother ash, T . :

it y L must not turn eway
A gs.  So when Mary int

- i y Intercedes for

ws},l:;n ls;]e rel(l:eul']e any other answer from Jesus, on
ve she

= as s0 many sacred and powerful

“oyr
imem“e:;z we ask any favour from God through the
conﬁdeucen‘ of tll:e' saints, their love for Him, and our
in their prayers, induce the Almighty to

be propiti
ous to our petiti

$ ions;

it through the interc‘::ssion :f‘ S aw: we Faguent

and the dignit N Mary, her rank itself,
behalf guity of Mother of God, speak in our

, 18 to doubt

“ Refle
e em‘ctth'tha:‘gﬁdncondeseended to be obedient to
dlint sl velne widh HF ha_ve less regard for her now
the Blessed Virein 121 P v e gl

el 'gin, pp. 288, 289.

This illustrati p? ) : i
itm v P (Nl S
o et € with Romish writers; and yet it is
By woild at any one who had read. the story in the
b Ry V?‘lnture. 50 far on the ignorance of his
g allege it in supgor? of the‘ notion, %hat

9 ess.ed Virgin cannot fail in her intercessions
with Christ. ~ For surely Solomon, so far from grant-
lug_the ill-timed request of Bathsheba, was provoked
Py it to order him for whom she interceded to be
instantly put to death. So that if there be no better
proof of the maternal power of the Virgin Mary
than this, it rests on but a slender foundation. The
following extract from the “ New Month of Mary, or
l'tzﬂections for each day of the month on the different
titles applied to the Holy Mother of God in the
Litany of Loretta, principally designed for the Month
of May, by the Rev. P. R. Kenrick” (London, Dol-~
man, 1841), contains a similar allusion :—

« The Holy Virgin is most powerful with Jesus
Christ. While on earth this divine Saviour was sub-
ject to her, and obeyed her as his mother : according
to St. Luke, he ‘ went down with them, and came
to Nazareth, and was subject to them.! She is His
mother no less in heaven, now, than she was while on
e§rth. How powerful, then, must Mary be with her
divine Son! *The Son, says St. Bernard, *will
surely hear the Mother, When Solomon, who was
a type of Christ, saw his mother approach, he
rose from his throne, bowed to her, and ordered

| her to be seated on a throue at his rig}.n. hand.
iWhen she intimated that she had a petition fto
| make, he replied, ¢ My Mother, ask: for 1 must
| not turn away thy face” If this great King thus
honoured his mother, and gave her such influence
over him, although she was a poor sinful ereature,
how much more efficacious with Jesus will be the
prayer of Mary, who has not only the nalural
influence of a mother, but whose perfect hqhness
must render her so acceptable to God, the author
and rewarder of all sahctity? May we not t.hen
say, in the language of the Jearned and truly- pious
Cardinal Bellarmin, ¢ How secure must we be, when
protected by so great a mother? Who will draw us
from her? What temptation or afiliction can over-
come those who confide in the protection of her,
who is the Mother of God, and our Mother also ?* "'—
New Month of Mary, pp- 67 68.

So thep, it is avowed, that our glorif'ied Re-
deemer is still subjected to the ‘natm_‘al mf]uence'
of a mother, to which in the days of his childhood
he was pleased to submit. Tt ds trol} m'elnncholy to
see how Romanists struggle between their fatal pro-
pensity to build up this blasphemous  system of
idolatry, and their sense of the h(‘m‘lble abyss of
profaneness to which they are continually tending.
Take the following, from the Glories of Mary, by
St. Alphonsus Liguori;—

« Maternal authority is naturally so strong, that a
son, if he be a monurch,\zmd possess 10St abso*
lute sway over every individual in his dominions,
cannot treat his mother as a subject. It is true
that Jesus Christ, in virtue of the hypostatic
anion of the divine and human nature, poSsesses;
even as man, supreme authority over all creatures,
and even over Mary herself; yet it is mnot less
true, that during his mortal life he wished to be
subject to her. St. Ambrose says, that Jesus,
having chosen Mary for his mother, was obliged
to be subject to her. We can say of the Saints, says
Richard of St. Lawrence, that God is with them}
but to Mary it has been given, not only to conform
herself to the will of God, but that God himself has
been conformed to hers; and while we say of virgins,
that they follow the Lamb, we can say of Mary on
earth, that the Lamb followed her.

« Although the Hely Virgin no longer commands
her son, yet her prayers, being the prayers of a
mother, never meet a refusal. Hence St. Peter
Damian says, ¢ All power, O Mary, has been given
you in heaven, and on earth—nothing is impossible
to you, for you can give hope to the desponding.’
¢ When Mary,’ he continues, ‘ presents herself before
Jesus, at the altar of reconciliation, to mediate for
us, she rather seems to dictate than to supplicate,
and has more the air of a queen than of a
subject.’

“ Imperio Virginis omnia Samulantur, etiam Deus.
That all is subject to Mary's empire, even God him-
self, St. Bernardine, of Sienna, does not fear to
advance: the Saint wishes to insinuate thereby, that
God hears Mary's prayers as if they were commands.
“The Lord, O Mary, says St. Anslem, ‘has so
exalted you, that his favour has rendered you
omnipotent.” ¢ Yes,’ says Richard of St. Laurence,
¢ Mary is omnipotent ; for, according to all laws, the
queen enjoys the same privileges as the king, and
that power may be equal between the son and the
mother” Jesus has rendered Mary omnipotent ; the
one is omnipotent by nature, the other is omnipotent
by grace; that is to say, as it was revealed to St.
Bridget, Jesus has obliged himself to grant all the
‘dcx‘ires and requests of his blessed mother, not
willing to refuse her anything in heaven, since she has
refused him nothing on earth.’ »__QGlories of Mary,
pp- 137-139.

« St. P. Damian tells us that all power has been
given to her in heaven and on earth, and that
she approaches the throne of God less as a sup-
pliant than as a sovereign. St. Anselme and St.
Bernard say that it is impossible that he should
perish who, turning towards Mary, draws upon him-
self a look of mercy. Ah! what influence has a
mother with her son, when this mother is Mary—
when this son is Jesus."—Salvation made easy to
Sinners by the Devotion lo the most Sacred Heart of
Mary, as established in the Arch- Confraternily of our
Lady of Victory, Paris, and at Bridge-street Chapel,
Dublin; containing its History, Statutes, Advantages,
and Privileges ; also, The Office and Litany of the
Sacred Heart, p. 36.  Second Edition, Translated
from the French. Dublin: Published for the Benefit
of St. Mary’s Asylum, Drumcondra, and sold at the
Deposttory, 24, Lower Exchange-street. 1841.

% My child, T bequeath you my Familiarity with
God. The quality of his Mother, my purity and
love gave me, intreating with him, a freedom which
no creature ever enjoyed. You may enjoy the like,
if you are pure and inflamed with love.”—The little
Testament of the Holy Virgin, Translated from the
French, and Revised by a Catholic Priest, p. 41.
Fourth Edition. Dublin : Coyne, 1841.

«( Holy Mary, merciful Queen of Heaven !
daughter of God the TFather, Mother of God the Son,
Spouse of the Holy Spirit, noble Couch of the
whole Trinity, elected by the Father, preserved by
the Son, beloved by the Holy Ghost ; overshadowed
by the Father, inhabited by the Son, filled with
all grace by the Holy Ghost! Through thee, and
| for thee, may I be blessed by God the Father, who
created me; may 1 be blessed by God the Son, who
redeemed me by his most precious blood ; may I be
blessed by God the Holy Ghost, who sanctified me in
Baptism, and may the most Sacred Trinity, through
thy intercession, receive my soul at the hour of my
death !"’ —1Ibid, pp. 3, 4.

It is, indeed, most painful to be obliged to
transeribe such language as this; but most neces-
sary to call the attention of serious and reflecting
persons to the impiety, which is not merely
tolerated, but sanctioned by the highest authori-
ties in the Romish communion. This is the sort
of piety—this the practical theology which is
countenanced in Rome in the nineteenth century—
which has procured for Liguori the honours of
canonization in the year 1830. To suppose that
the mass of the ignorant, or half instructed, can
possibly retain any thing at all resembling the
Catholic doctrine of the Holy Trinity, under such
a system of teaching, would be absurd. The fol=
fowing passages are to the same effect as the fore-
going :—

% St. Germanus says to Mary, ¢ you, O Holy Vir-
gin, have over God the authority of a mother, and
hence you obtain pardon for the most obdurate sin-
ners. St. Bridget heard the saints say to Mary,
¢ Queen of heaven, elect of the Lord! what is im-
possible to you?  To this corresponds a celebrated
adage of a certain father: ¢You, O Holy Virgin, can
effect by your prayers all that God can operate by his
power.

““What, says St. Augnstine, ¢ is not the dignity of

Does he not assure us in the Gospel, that he is come
to fulfil the law, and not to destroy it St. George
Archbishop of Nicodemia, goes still further: he say;
that Jesus Christ has imposed a law upon himself to
grant the requests of his mother, to satisfy his obli-

ders himself indebted to you.
“Tt is a reflection of St. Augustine, that as

Mary merited to give human flesh to the Son of God,

and thereby prepared the price of our redemption,
she is consequently more enabled to obtain our salva-
tion than all the redeemed together. ¢ You,
then, can entirely save us, O Mary,” says St.John
Damascene to her, * for your authority of mother
gives an irresistible force to your prayers.’ "—
Glories of Mary, pp- 141, 142.

“ Nothing resists your power, because the Creator
of all honours you as his mother, making your
glory his own. Mary owes her Son an infinite
gratitude for choosing het for his mother; but it
is not less true to say, that Jesus Christ has
contracted a species of obligation towards her for the
human existence he received from her, and in
recompence for this benefit, he honotrs her by hear-:
ing her prayers." —Ibid., pp- 26,277 &

“ [lence we may infer, how the blessed Virgin
can free the souls of her devout out of purgatory,
and fulfil her other promises made to the brothers
and sisters of the holy confraternity ; to wit, by a
power communicated to her from her son. For she
being really mother of the word incarnated, there is
in all propriety due to her a certain powerj.or as
others say, a dominion over all things, as well spiritual
as temporal, to which the authority of her son doth
extend itself. So that she hath by natural right of
maternity, a power almost like that of her Son, of
which She may serve herself as often as she shall
think good.”—A short Treatise of the Autiquity §e.,
of the Scapular, p. 53 ; Limerick, 1808.

% When the Church desires you to beg of the
Blessed Virgin o pray for you a sinuer, she wishes
you to understand thereby, that in consequence of
your numerous sins you are unworthy to be heard.
But that Mary shall not be rejected, if she intercede
for you.

“ Yes, God will hear her, because she is his
mother. It is for this reason that the Church
invites you to invoke her under a title ¢ so dear and
glorious.’

& Tt is the same as if you said, ¢ Holy Mary, thou
att mother of Glod. Therefore thy power with thy
Son s unbounded; and this power, joived to thy
gooduess, is the foundation of my hope.’ "' —Zmitation
of the Blessed Virgin, pp: 301, S02.

% O glorious Tria on earth, Jesus, Mary, Joseph,
how dear a family to the glorious Trinity in heaven,
Father, Son, Holy Ghost! nothing is on earth so
great, so good, so excellent."—A short Treatise of
the Antiquities, §c., of the Scapular, p. 86 ; Limerick,
1808.

Will any Romanist britig forward from the writings
of the Holy Apostles, or the writings of Christians
of the Primitive Church, any single sentence which
bears the remotest resemblance to such language as
this? Was the power and goodness of the Blessed
Virgin the foundation of the hope of those holy saints

Cyprian have thought of such perversions of Holy
Scripture as the following :—

« Hail, Mary, lady and mistress of the world, to
whom all power has been given, both in heaven and
earth.”’ —Devotions and Office qf' the Sucred Heart, p.
206 ; London, 1821.

« O mother of Holy love ! as your divine Son has
established you next to Him, our advocate with the
Father, and given such efficacy to your prayers, that
nothing is refused to them, I recur to you, hope of the
miserable.”’— Glories of Mary, p- 90

« Have mercy, O Lord; I dare not suy because 1
am thy servant. Alas! 1 have been a vile sinner, and
I know not whether I have been so happy as to
appease thy justice; but have pity on me, because 7
am the son of thy handmaid.”—Imitation of the Blessed
Virgin, p- 307.

“ Let us go, says St. Paul, to the throne of Grace,
that we may obtain mercy in time of need. Thou
divine Mary art this throne of Grace, from which God
dispenses all His blessings."-—Visits to the B. Sacra-
ment and the B. Virgin,pp- 72, 733 Dublin, 1840.

“ Your admirable name, O Mary, says Richard of
St. Lawrence, has emanated from the Treasury of the
Divinity, the three persons of the adorable Trinity
assembled in council to give you a name. 1t is, after
that of your Son, the greatest of all names, at the
name «f Mary every knee should bend in heaven, on
earth, and in hell. — Glories of Mary, p- 197.

“If to evince the love of God the Father for
men, it is said, that he delivered up his own Son for
them, may we not use the same terms to express the
love of Mary? * Yes, says St. Bonaventure, ¢ Mary
has so loved us, that she has given up her only Son.
¢ She has given him to us,’ says F. Nieremberg,
¢ when in virtue of her jurisdiction over him as
mother, she permitted him to deliver himself up to the
Jews? ¥ ——Ibid., p. 41:

Ts it to be wondered 2t if persons who can gravely
propound such monstrous blasphem‘ies. as these should,
in their prayers, address the V.Argm in language
which, to Christians whose devotions are cast in the
mould of primitive pietys must appear infinitely dis-
respectful to our Blessed Redeemer ?

 If thou tell thy divine Son, that thou hast taken
me under thy protection, 1 shall be pardoned and
saved.”’ — Visits to the B. Sacrament and to the B. Vir-
gin, p. 84. :

“ Thy Son can refuse thee notliing ; entreat him
then to pardou me; and grant me his love:" —7bid.,

. 80.
B Thy Son cannot withstand thy intercession. I
ehtreat thee, therefore, by the love which thou enter-
tainest for Jesus, to procure mercy for me for the
past, and grace to lead a holy life for the future. O
Mary, thou art my strengthy and the ground of my
hope.”—1bid., pp- 72, 73.

t As Pharaoh said to the Egyptians, when in want
of bread, * go to Joseph, SO when we ask some grace
of God, he says to us ‘g0 to Mary.""—Jbid, p.
130.

“ O Holy Mary, Mother of our Redeemer! say at
the hour of my death that thou art my Mother, that
I may be blessed, and that my soul may live for thee,
And if I shall be sent to that prison of burning until
I pay the last farthing, may thy mercy descend with
me to refresh me in the flames; to solace me in my
torments, that I may say: according to the multitude
of my sorrows in My heart may thy consolations rejoice
my soul. Then, O Mother, then hasten to assist me,
let not thy Son depart until he shall have blessed me,
andremitted all my debts, because thou hast requested
Him. Amen,”—Little Testament; Pp- 18, 14.

« O Holy Mary, most agreeable daughter of the
Prince of Glory, who, being clad with light as with a
garment, enlightenest the whole heaven, present me
to the eternal Father, reconcile me to thy Son, pray
for me to the Holy Ghost."—Hebdomas Mariana ;
or a series of Devotions for every Day in the Week, in
honour of the most Glorious Virgin Mother of God, in
order to obtain the grace of a happy Death. Trans-
lated from the Latin, by @ Cutholic Priest. Third
Edition. Dublin: Coyne, 1838:

Oue's first fecling, perhaps, on reading such pas-

Jesus connected with the honour of his mother? | Sages, is disgust and amazement, at the air of fami-

liarity with which our blessed Redeemer is named, as
| a child who is expected to attend to the commands
| of his mother. The truth is, however, that Romanists
| appear wholly insensible to what strikes us with
| horror.  Their notions of Christianity are totally

gations to her for giving him existence as man. | subverted. Can this be thought too strong an expres-
Rejoice then, O Mary, since he who is liberal beyond sion by any one who will consider the following
measure toward us to whom he owes nothing, consi- extracts ?

« Jesus can refuse thee nothing; whereas my
I iniquities render my prayers unworthy of being regard-
‘ ed by them.” —New Month of Mary, p. 72.

and martyrs? What would Ignatius, or Clemet, or |

“ Be not deaf to our supplications : whatever thou
askest of thy Son, he will grant it to us: if thou
desirest our salvation, and prayest for it, we are sure
to be saved. But if thou dost shut the bowels of thy
mercy against us; if thow, who art the mother of
clemericy, dost ot take pity on us, what will be our
lot wlien thy Son shall appear in judgment.— Visits
to the B. Sacrament, and to the B. Virgin, p. 51.

“O Mary! we are taught by thy servant, St.
Bonaventure, to regard thee as the Mother of orphans.
Those unfortunate sinners who have lost God, their
Father, are orphans indeed. I fly then to thee, O
merciful Mother; I have by my sins lost my Father;
all my hope rests in thee, who still remainest as iy
mother,” —1bid., p. 86.

No doubt, there are in several of the works here
quoted explanatory passages, to guard the reader
against supposing that the Blessed Virgin is an un-
created or infinite being, to remind him that the
grace, and perfections, and dignity by which she is
“ raised to a rank which belongs to her alone, inferior
indred to God, but far above all created beings’—
(Imitation of "the Blessed Virgin, p. 275), have been
communjcated to her by God, as the reward of her
merits, and the honour conferred on his mother.
“ We are fur from insinuating,” says St. Alphonsus,
“ that she is more powerful than her son.’  Butis it
not extraordinary, that Romanists can be insensible
to the meaving of such cautionary language ? to the
demonstration which it presents of the fearful im-
piety of the teaching which can require such caveats
and explanations! One thing is certain, that they
are insensibleto it; and, consequently, there is a
tone of familiarity in their manner of writing of the
Eternal Son of God, of which it is difficult to speak
without such terms of severity as it is painful to resort
to. If Christianity—if the facts of our Redeemer’s
incarnation and humanity, had not been reduced to
the level of poetic imagery and mythological
machinery, in a system of religion in which the
only deity really worshipped and feared is the
Blessed Virgin, how could such language as the fol-
fowing have ever seen the light ?

“ Pray for me to thy Son, that in the hour of my
death he may not prove a severe Judge, but an
amiable infant : who having condescended to be in a
manger between beasts, may not reject me who am
become 1s a beast in his sight.”'—LZLiltle Testament,
pp- 21, 22.

“ You have secure access to God, where you have
the Mother addressing the Son, and the Son before
the Father in your behalf. She shows to her Son in
your favour the breasts which gave him suck, and the
Son presents to his Father his wounds and open
side.'—Life of the B. V. Mary, p- 38 ; Dublin,
1841.

« A man and a woman having proved our destruc-
tion, it was befitting that another man and another
woman should unite to save us. No doubt, Jesus,
the man God, alone sufficed to effect our redemp-
tiony but it was more convenient that both sexes
having concurred to our ruin, both should conspire to
save us: Albertus Magnus styles Mary the ¢ coad-
jutrix of cur redemption ;' and the Holy Virgin her-
self told St. Bridget, * that “as Adam and Eve had
sold the world for an apple, thus she and her son had

« This Society was first proposed in 1824: was
formally recommended by the Bishops of Ireland,
assembled 9th February, 1827 ; and was catried into
effect by the assembled Clergy, headed by the Vener-
able Archbishop of Dublin, 9th March, 1827, under
the title of the ¢ Tni CArmOLIC SOCIETY FOR THE
Dirruiion o Ussrun KNowrLEpGe Turovcnour
IrEnAND.

“ Trs objects, as originally detailed, are—

« First,—To furnish to the people of Ireland; in
the most cheap and cotivenient manner, useful informa-
tion on the truths and duties of the Christian reli-
gion.

& §ocond,—To supply to all classes of persons
satisfactory refutations of the prevailing errors and
heresies of the present age.

% Third,—To assist in supplying to Schools
throughout Ireland the miost approved books of
elementary instruction.’

THE RACE-COURSE.

IS -

blaspheme; I would serfously urge this matter upon
you. Isthis a scene where a child of God would
wish to be found, where the follower of a Crucified
Lord would wish to mingle? Can He there follow
his Lord's ivjunctions to watch and pray ? for watch®
fulness is off its guard, and prayet wotld be but
mockery? Must he not on the morhing of such 4
day, exclude from his daily prayers, that most impor=
tant petition *Lead us not into temptation,” for hé
is inkentiod:g}iy and avowedly seeking scenes where
temptation is most prevalent &nd sin outrageously
abounds? Can he utter the words “ Thy kingdout
come;’ and then go from his kuees to “whete the
world alone holds sway ? Can a child of God, who,
liké the prophet, is very jealous for the Lord; can he
satisfy his conscience, that; us he is no sharer in the
open acts of profanation on every side, he is therefore
on the Lord's side? Tsit, do you think, consistent
with the Apostolic injunction, or the Apostolic priti*
ciple of Christian love and charity, to throw a stuni=
bling-block in a weaker brother’s way, and by outt

By the Rev. Barton Bouchiery M. 4)

T kndww, the sdpposed triumphant question which is
often asked, ‘‘Where do you find a passage in Scripture
that forbids us such things?"’ and I at once acknow-
ledge, that were you to require me to point out the
text or verse, which expressly denounces the race-
course ak a scene of sin, I could not point it out; no
more than I could a text for many other things, which
yet we all know and acknowledge to be wrong: but
the Bible is a book of principles, and mot of rules,
adapted to every possible contingency of human life,
and human trial. It lays down a broad principle, and
then leaves man to shape his conduct by it. Wereit
to provide a rule for all the changes and conditions of

bhuman nature, under every variety of age and country,
we might indeed say with the Apostle; “] believe the
whole world would not contain the books that need be
written.” And upon the same principle does our
Church act, when ghe admits the yet unconscious babe
into membership with her communion. She enjoins
the sponsor to eogage that that child shall renounce
the pomps and vanities of this wicked world, but she
does not specify the instances, in which pomp may be
displayed, or vanity indulged. She bids the spousor
promisc that the child shiall disclaim the devil and all
his works, but she does not enumerate these works,
and yet is there obe amongst Us; who dogs not feel
and know that any act of sin, though not expressly
pamed, isincluded; that every stene of vanity; though
not distinctly specified, is forbidden to those who walk
by the splirit, as well ds the letter of the command.
Let us then act upon this principle with regard to
the question now before us, and though it be true that
we do not find it 1aid down in the Bible, ¢Thou shalt
not go to the race-course,” as distinctly, as *Thotl
shalt do no murder,” “Thou shalt not steal;" yet,
can there be a question that such places are among
those prohibited to the sincere disciples of a Crucified

own presence to sanction a spot where God is every
moment outraged, and His holy name blasphemed,
where sounds strike on the ear which should fill the
Christian's heart: with borrof, but which, alas! too
often provoke the idle Jaugh ot the tinmeaning merri=
ment=—and sights must meet the eve which should
dve the cheek of maiden modesty with shaime? Is
this 4 scene of enjoyment for a disciple of Jesus P
Cah he find pleasure or amusement iti the sight of the
sins iind follies of his fellow=creatures ? My brethren!
it i impossible! a child of God,, 2 distiple of Jesus
one ii‘lllit'ed to him as the true vine, a member of that
communion of Saints, of which if one member suffer
all the members suffer with it—one who knows what
it cost to redeem a soul from death—one who has
felt in his own soul the deep econviction of sin, and
hés liad a glimpse through grace of the unutterable
glory and holiness of hedven—%ke find pleasure in a
scenc like this; bie extract amusement from witnessing
on every side; a brother's or a sister's degritdation;, 4
fellow-creature's ruin® It is impossible-—the wolt
mmay indeed dwell with the lamb, ahd the leopard lie
down with the kid, and the ealf and tlfe lion may herd
together: but “what concord hath Christ with Belial;
ot what part hath he that believeth with an iofidel
and what agreemént hath the temple of God with
idols—for ye ate the temple of the living God—
wherefore come out from among them, and be yeé
ggpara:ge, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclear
thing.

THE FORCE OF TRUTHL
(From The Banner of the Cross.)

The most Ol: our readers are familiar With the namé
of Pn‘. Joux Esten Cooke, of Lexington, Kentucky;
who has for many years bieen ohe of the most useful
and distinguished Churchimen of the West.  Some of
them, however, may not be aware that; previous to

Lord? To those indeed; who acknowledge it to be a
scene of blasphemy and profanation to thousands, and |
yet deem themselves harmless in joining in its revelry, |
what does the Scripture say to them? *Enter notinto
the path of the wicked, and go not in the way of
wicked men. Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, |

redeemed it with one heart.”” God has been able to
create the world, but he has not been pleased to
fedeem it without the co-operation of Mary.'"—
Glories of Mary, pp: 127-28.

“ ¢Rejoice, says St. Bonaventure, ‘the process
of your salvation cannot miscarry, because the sen-
tence depends on Jesus, who is our brother, and
Mary, who isoar mathar This same ides cansed
St. Anselm to leap for joy. ¢ Precious confidence!
secure refuge, says . he, ¢since the mother of nty
God is my mother also’ How well founded {8 tot
the good Christian's hope of salvation, since it de*
pends upon the best of brothers, and the tendetest of
mothers,’ '—Ibid., p- 33. :

“ One day, as St. Gertrude most devoutly pro-
nounced these words of the Salve Regina: ¢ Turn
then, most gracious advocate, thine eyes of mercy
towards us.’ the holy Virgin appeared, and showing
her the divine Infant, whom she held in her arms,
said, ‘Behold the merciful eyes, that I can at pleasure
turn upon those who invoke me." " —7bid., p. 163.

“ I am the Mother of Merey, mater misericordie,
says the glorious mother of God. Wil you love me,
my dear child, as did my favourite, St. Stanislaus?
He loved me as my mother, and I loved him as my
child. He gave me all that he had, and I gave him
all that he desired. e offered me his heart, and I
presented him my little Jesus ; and at last I called
him unto me to be present at the feast of my glorious
assumption.” —Devotions and Office of the Sacred
Heart, p. 282.

“ Ave Maria! bail Queen of the waters,

Empress of worlds that fade not away ;—
Beloved of the Father, thou purest of daughters—

Mother of the undying One, hear us we pray.
Fair Iris of heaven ! encircling this earth,
As a halo of hope round the orb of thy birth;
Dove with that olive branch, the young Prince of Peace—
Nurse of the Baby God—Herald of Grace.

Ave Maria,
- 4 . * *
Nurse of the Baby God, how wert thou blest,

When to thy chaste bosom thou clasped him with joy,
And felt that it was thy Creator you press'd,

And saw there the Mighty; in that helpless boy ?
To know, while His little hand play’d with thy hair,
That they balanced those bright orbs that roll in the air,
And his first kiss to thee of affection was given,

A symbol of pardon to mankind from heaven.
Ave Maria.

Beloved of the Father! with a fond mothier’s fears,

You treasuted, and offered our sighs to your Son—
That Fountainof Light, when He smiled on our tears,

An Iris of hope over sinful man shone :

If Mary plead for us, what promise ensues ?
When the mother chtreats, can her dear son refusé ?
O then to her shrine let us hasten, and there,
Protection implore in the Archangel’s prayer ! ]
: = Ave Maria.”
Catholic Litminai; No. 7, Sept. 1840, p. 160.

Such are the loathsome impieties to which the
minds of Romanists are familiarised: And, be it
remembered, the works Here quoted are not anti-
quated or forgotten volumes; but books eirculated
at this moment among the Romanists of these
countries, most of them by a society instituted and
govetned by their Bishops. Let the reader only look
at the dates of the publication of these volumes here
given; and judge for himself the actual condition of
Romanism at the present hour.

How melancholy the delusion of thosé who tan
trifle with such a system, or make light of its soul-
destroying superstitions !

In truth, the subject is too serious for trifling.
The extracts contained in this article are no doubt
offensive to good taste, altogether independently of
their impiety, But, as far as Scripture, and truth,
and heresy, are concertied; the boundary line is passed
by such a sentence as that noticed in the foregoing
article.  No one can believe that the prayers .of
Christidns are heard at the suit of the Virgin Mary,
without practically denying the faith of Christ. As
to the particular stage of vulgarity or profaneness, to
which fanaticism may proceed, it is a question of
less moment than some persons are disposed to
imagine. §

P.S.—The Roman Catholic books cited in this
article, with the exception of two, nameb’, “ the
Devotion and Office of the Sacred Heart;” and the
“ Catholic Luminary,” are all sold by the Catholic
Book Society in Dublin; of which the following
account was given in the Catholic Registry” for
1836 :—

-
=

and pass away.” Can words be stronger than these |
—can exhortation be more emphatically repeated? |

within the forbidden precinct. ‘Go not with them,’

though yourselves be innocent, yet they are wicked, |
with whom, for the day at least, you are joining fel- | society, aiid promoted its interests with all his power;
Jeaves it and attaches himself to another, a decent re=

lowship, whose revelries you are witnessing, whose
oaths you are hearing, whose curses are profaning your
ears.  INay, even thls 1S not enough, so merciiul 1s whe
warning, so jealous is it even of the slightest tdint;
that it adds with a repetition that seems unwearied;
#Avoid it} pass not by it, turn from it, pass away.”
And with this injunction sounding in your ears, will
yotu still dllege that the word of God forbids you not?
It is not indeed a prohibition il the strict meaning of
the word, but it is a warning which none can disregard
without peril of theit soul. And why is it given—
why is it so earnestly, so affectionately, so faithfully
repeated, but because you cannot go into the resorts
of sin without incurring sin. Neverwas there a de=
Jusion so great as to suppose that with a heart like
ours, so easily drawn aside into wrong, so liable to be
set on fire of Hell; so continually beset by enemies
within, and enemies without, we can separate the
harmless from the sinful, where they are so blended,
where they adhere so closely together,—that, like the
tares in the parable, we cannot separate the tares
from the wheat, or the wheat from the tares, but if
we pluck the one, we must pluck the other also.
The principle however on which a Christian is to
act, is still more broadly laid down in the word of
God, when by His Holy Spirit, He sajs to us; “Be
not conformed to this world.”  And to whose plea-
sures are you invited this week? To do honour to
whom, will the metropolis and every sutrounding
village and hamlet in the country pour forth its
population? Is this a place on which God's eye will
rest with approval and delight? Is this the sccne
where people congregate to do honour to God, or to
mingle in the pomp and vavity of the world? Is it
God's festival, or the world's, and the Prince of this
world's Jubilee? Are those who swell the throng
“conforming” to God or the world? Were the leadet
of Israel on¢e more to descend from Mount Sinai, and
cry aloud, “Who is on the Lord's side!’” how many
voices, think you, among the myriads there, would be
lifted up to testify in behalf of the Lord who bought
them? My brethren! the Bible tells us, that “whe-
ther we eat or drink, or whatsoever we do, we must
do all to the glory of God,” and can any visitor of a
scene like that pretend to say, that he has God's
gloty at heart, or that His honour is promoted, in a
scene over which, I doubt not, angels sorrow, and
demons exult? Can he assert that a single thought
flashes through Hhis heart of the God who created, the
Saviour who redeetited him, or the Holy Spirit, whose
purity is everj moment olitraged? And when he
returns at eve, if indeed, after such a day, he could
commiune with his own heart in his thamber, could
he; in the presence of Himi; who knoweth the very
thotghts of the heart, could he dare to say I have
spent this day to the glory of God.” Will it form
one of those consolations; of which we shall dll stand
so much in need; when oti the confines of eternity,
when the fashion of this world is passing away, and
its pleasures aje departed, will it then pour balm into
the wotinded spirit, and enable a dying man to lift up
his eyes with hope to reflect that he has been & visitor
in scenes like these? Oh! my brethren, beloved in
the Lord, suffer me to plead in earnestness with you.
Why did the Lord redeem you—why did He quit his
heavenly abode on high; and stoop to endure the
misefies of his life, and the agonies of his death, but
that He might redeem you unto Himself a peculiar
people, zealous of good works. Are you then one of
bis people; are you professing your dependance on
Him; are you humbly seeking salvation through Him ?
then must you be His peciliar people—theu must you
not go with the multitude to do evil-—then must you
come otit from among them; and be separate—tlien
must you riot be conformed to this world—then must
you do all to the glory of God. Iknow that I plead
in vain with the men of this world, I know that they
will heat with indifference now, and perhaps with
ridicule hereafter; all that may be urged—Dbut to you,

my Christian friends, on whose heart I would fain
hope the Spirit of God has begun a work of grace,—
who would not; I think, consciously do ought to wound
your own souls, or give occasion to the adversary to

|
“Enter not,” nay, not so much as to put one step |
P P

fentcring the Church, he had long been a zealous and
mflucnud member of the Methodist Society; and they
will be ’interest‘ed in the article below, conu“\ining the
Doctor's own statement of the reasons which led him
to make the change. It forms the introdiiction to his
unahswered and unanswerable “ Essay on the invalidity
of Presbyterian ordination,”—a werk wliich deserves
to be tead and studied by all who wish to uriderstand
the immovable basis on which Episcopaty rests ¢
“When a man who has, for eiglitetn years of his
life, taken an active part in the converns of a religious

spect for their Q{Ah'\m; as well as a proper tegard for
ms own character for consistency and uprightncss,

renders it not improper that he should state the rea-
sons which induced him to make the change: This
1 propose to do in the following pages. 5

“Those who know me intimately, know that I have
ever embraced the trath when Eonvinced that I had
discovered it, with little regard for the consequences
that might follow. Having lad the truths of thé
Christian religion imipressed upon my mind by the
unwearied care of a most affectionate mother, 1 ocea-
sionally had serious reflections on the subject, although
in general by far too indifferent to it, until about nine=
teen years ago. In the summer of 1810, I met With
a pamphlet called The Star in the East, by D
BucuaxAN, giving an atcount; among other things, of
the discovery of a Christian Church in Ilindostang
sechided from all the world, which derived its origin
from the Apostles themselves: This narrative pro-
duced a very strong impression on my mind, and as I
had been for some months more thouglitful than com-
mon on the subject of religion, 1 determined to inves-
tigate the evidence 6n which the doctrines of thg
Christiéin religion rest:  Shortly after; a book-pedlar
passed through the Village, and I purchased a Bible
with CANNE'S marginal refetences, and Bishop Por-
teus' Lvidences of the Christian Reveldtion.

%1 bad always beeti in the habit of requiring strong
evidence upon every subject, and never yielding assent
to any thing, that was not supported by it.s 1 sat
down, therefote, to the reading of Porteus, with the

determination narrowly to examine and weigh every
argument. :

“The result was 4 strong iniptéssion made on fi
mind by the first perusal, during which no quotation{
from the Seripture were examined, the interest excited
by the force.of the argument being too great to allow
stopping to eximine them: 'I'hé book was read, low-
ever, very dgteﬁlively 4 second time, with eareful
examination of the qudtations of Seripture, and the
result was a thorough corviction of the truth of the
Christian Revelation; immediately on expressing which
to myself; with an audible voice; I felt my mind drawn
out in a feeling of gratitude and love to that Baviour
who had died that 1 might live—the first I had expe-=
rienced; and not b be forgotter while life and recol-
lection shall continué: The first reatling of this book
was in September ot Oticbet; 1810: It had such an
effect on my mind as to lead me to regular private
devotion. The second reading was about Christmas.

“ Between the middle and eud of January, 1 heard
my friend Mr. Tidings, to whom I was then an entire
stranger, ,preach for the first time, and again on the
Sunday following, and was o much pleased, that oti
the Sunday week after; I became a member of the
Methodist Society; which I then considered the purest
Church as to doctrine. In that Society I have con-
tinued ever since, in general well satisfied; and among
ite members; but particularly the preachers of the
Baltimore Annital Conference, I have many valued
friends: These I would not offend, I would not ap-
pear to slight, for any thing less than conscience sake.
That I have, until within the last eight weeks, taken
an active part in promoting the welfare of the Society
which I have left, is well known te sowmie of them, and
W‘:’;‘}‘_’:hbﬂg :sfo evi;nced in the part I took in the
establishment of a religious ¢ e
the Methodist Society.g PP

“Soon after that time; a voltme of setmons, by the
Rev. Dr. Cuarmaw, for which 1 had s'ubsctli};,ed,y \:rhai

brqught home, .aﬂd fqr somie days no attention was paid
toit. At a leisure moment, ciriosity led me to look
into it, when I foind the manrer and style so striking;
and the subject §6 new to me, that I determined h";
read the book: I had heard that the Church demied
the validity of Presbyterian ordination ; but had never
thought it worth while to inquire into a claimt at first
sight apparently so extravagant. I determitied to see
what could be said in support of such pretensions. I
read carefully the first seven sermons; by which I was
most forcibly struck. The language chaste—the style
perspicuous—I was carried along without labour, and
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